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VIROCLARISS'lMO 

MAX  I  MI  LI  A  NO  STOLL, 

S.  C.  R.  M.  Conf.  Nofocomii  S.  S.  Trinit. 
Physici  OrdinariIj  &  Prof.  Prax. 
Medic^e  P.  O.  &c.  Vienn^E^  Aultri^, 

S.  P.  D. 

Gulielmus  Grant,  M.  D. 

QUandoq^idem  vir  prseftantiffi- 
mCjVita  in  bono  publico  occupata, 
viasque  afpera^  virtutis  te  deledlant ; 
hominem  pro  viribus  laborantem,  & 
fpicas  colligentem,  in  eodem  arvo,  quo 
tu  magnas  condidifti  meffas,  invenilFe 
placuic. 

Hunc  pro  voluntate  laudafti;  tuis 
epiftolis  animafti  ;  exemplo  exci- 
tafti ;  obfervationibus  egregiis  edocu-  * 
ifti ;  &  ejus  nomen  denique  immortale 
reddidifti,  monumentosere  perenniore, 
auroque  fibi  chariore 

*  Vid.  Differ t.  ds  Phrenit,  Dodfori  Grant  de^ 
dicat, 

Accipe 
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Accipe  igimr  gratias  debitas,  quas 
tibi  agit  amicus  tuus  agnitus,eoanimOi 
» quern  tu  concipere,quamvis  nemo  ver¬ 
bis  exprimere  queat. 

Si  qua  fides,  beatos  res  infimas  in-» 
fpicere,mutiiam  noftram  amicitiam,  ab 
ipfo  fatam,  chariffimo  eheu !  noftro 
Caufmanno,  gratam  fore,  baud  dubites. 

Parvam  hanc  diflertationem  de  po¬ 
dagra,  in  ufum  amicorum  confcriptam, 
recognitionis  publicum  teftimonium 
tibi  conl'ecro. 

Deeft  adhuc  capitulum,  de  podagra 
fcilicet  complicata  &  anoraala  ;  quod, 
Deo  volente,  infequente  anno,  tibi 
tranfmittere  mens  eft. 

Sis  interim  femperque  falvus,  vir 
prseftantillime,  et  me  erga  afluetam 
confervas  ben'evolentiara  qusefo.  Vale. 

"  Londini, 

Dec.  20,  1780, 


C  k  A  P.  IV. 

Cardinal  Fit  of  regular  G'oiit. 


Having  thus  confidered  the  origin 
of  the  Gout,  the  means  of  prevent¬ 
ing  it  in  young  people,  and  the  fimple  me¬ 
thod  of  curing  it  in  conftitutions  not  much 
habituated  to  it,  nor  broken  by  age  or  in¬ 
firmity  ;  I  now  come  to  confider  the  regular 
gout,  of  long  ftanding,  whether  hereditary 
or  contracted,  i,  the  inveterate  gout. 

A  man  in  this  fituation  is  never, .for  any 
confiderable  length  of  time,  without  fome 
complaint ;  not,  at  all  times,  owing  to  the 
gout  alone,  becaufe  he  is  liable  to  many 
other  difeafes  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
mankind. 

The  gout,  however,  for  the  moft  part, 
increafes  the  complaint,  and  is  often  the 
only  difeafe ;  for  as  he  advances  in  life,  it 
becomes  more  and  more  frequent,  till  at 
length  he  hardly  pafles  a  day  without  fome 
un^afinefs,  from  the  gout,  with  or  with¬ 
out  any  addition  from  other  diftempers. 

B  To 
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To  communicate  what  I  know, of  thra 
matter,  fo  as  to  be  well  underftood  by  a 
perfon  of  lefs  experience  than  myfelf,  it  h 
neceffary  that  I  fhould  firft  confider  the 
fimple  gout,  in  a  fubje£l  in  -  other  refpe£ts 
healthy ;  on  purpofe  to  afcertain  all  the 
fymptoms  which  do  belong  to,  and  are  pro¬ 
duced  by,  fimple  gouty  matter  alone,  when 
formed,^  and  floating  in  the  confliitution, 
long  before  the  formation  of '  a  real  fit: 
then  the  fymptoms,  or  terrentia^  which 
immediately  precede  the  formed  fit:  and 
laftly,  the  fymptoms  ‘peculiar  to  the  real 
formed  fit ;  efpecially  thofe  by  which  it  is 
diflinguifhed  from  every  other  fpecies  of 
the  atrabilious  confutation  ;  to  which  great 
attention  mufl  be  paid. 

For  the  various  fpecies  of  the  atrabilious 
genus  have  many  fymptoms  in  common, 
as  flowing,  originally,  from  the  fame  foun¬ 
tain  ;  but  each  has  fome  peculiar  fymp¬ 
toms,  by  which  it  is  diflinguifhed  from  all 
the  others,  and  from  which  it  - takes  its 
proper  name. 

In  like  manner,  all  the  atrabilious  difeafes 
require  a  regimen,  nearly  fimilar,  during 
the  interval  of  the  fits,  to  alter  the  atrabi¬ 
lious  conflitution  which  gives  rife  to  them 
all ;  but  each  requires  a  fpecial  method  of 
cure,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  orgam  on 

which 
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which  the  fluxion  falls  after  the  fit  is 
formed.  Thus,  e,  g,  the  piles  require  a 
treatment  different  from  a  fit  of  the  gout  y 
and  fo  of  the  others. 


section  l 

Sympt07ns  indicating  a  grouty  Conjlittition. 

BESIDES  the  peripneumonia  nothct^ 
the  piles,  gutt(je  rofacete^  and  vielancholia^ 
already  mentioned,  there  are  fome  other 
fymptoms  which  indicate  a  difpofition  to 
the  gout,  and  which  are  always  radically 
cured  by  a  formed  fit  of  gout. 

I  have  very  often  been  confulted  for  a 
fharp,  and  very  troublefome  pain  at  the  pit 
of  the  flomach,  not  unlike  that  pain  which 
charadlerifes  the  typhus  of  July  and  theDog- 
days  ;  already  difcuffed  in  my  Obfervations 
on  the  putrid  Fever  of  that  feafon  of  the 
year. 

This  pain  however  Is  eafily  diftinguifhed 
from  the  typhus^  becaufe  it  is  accompanied 
with,  hardly,  any  fever  ;  the  pulfe  is  not 
very  quick ;  the  tongue  is  not  very  foul ; 
the  appetite  for  food  is  not  quite  loft  ;  and 
it  often  remits,  fometimes  intermits.  Vo¬ 
miting  and  purging  do  not  remove  this 
pain,  as  they  do  that  of  the  typhus  5  but  it 

B  2  is 
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is  relieved  by  heating  remedies,  fuch  as  the 
tinSures  of  guaiacum,  the  conferve  of  aron 
root  and  feurvy  grafs,  and  the  waters  of 
Bath  :  or  the  aromatic  tincture  v/ith  fteel 
wine.  I  have  often  met  with  a  complaint 
of  the  fame  nature  in  the  bowels,  which  has 
been  miftaken  for,  and  long  treated  as  a 
bilious  complaint,  gall-ftones,  f^c.  unfuc- 
cefsfully  ;  and  fuddenly  cured  by  a  formed 
fit  of  gout. 

In  feven  gouty  patients  I  have  met  with  . 
a  dyfiiria^  or  ftoppage  of  water,  which  re¬ 
quired  the  conftant  application  of  bougies  ; 
and  in  four  cafes,  at  different  times  I  at¬ 
tended  men  of  a  gouty  habit,  for  a  fpecies 
of  coloured  gleet,  or  gonorrhea,  which  I 
was  not  able  to  cure. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  the  debbftruent  gums, 
and  the  aperient  balfamics  gave  relief ;  but 
the  radical  cure  was  performed,  of  a  fud- 
den,  by  a  formed  fit  of  gout.  Hence  I  fay 
of  the  gout,  as  Boerhaave  did  of  the  ague  ; 
if  I  knew  how  to  bring  it  on  at  pleafure,  as 
well  as  I  know  how  to  moderate  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  it,  1  fliould  be  able  to  cure  many 
difficult  difeafes. 


SECTION 
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SECTION  ir. 

Terrentia ;  or  Symptoms  immediately  precede 

ing  a  Fit  of  Gout, 

< 

F  Q  R  the  detail  of  the  fymptoms  preced¬ 
ing,  or  attending  a  regular  and  fimple  gout, 
there  is  no  Author  equal  to  Sydenham  ;  I 
will  therefore  take  him  for  my  text-book, 
and  occafionally  introduce  my  own  obferva- 
tions,  in  Italic  charadlerSy  as  often  as  they 
are  mixed  with  his  text. 

My  meaning  is  to  confine  myfelf  to  fails, 
and  the  ufeful  parts  of  medicine  ;  carefully 
avoiding  all  ofteiitatlon  of  learning,  and 
matters  of  opinion.  Indeed,  to  fpeak  freely, 
except  Sydenham,  and  thofe  who  have  co¬ 
pied  after  him,  there  js  no  Author  coincides 
with  my  Obfervations  ;  in  general  I  think 
their  conjeitures  vague,  and  their  practice 
not  void  of  danger. 

Now  although  my  intention  Is  to  be  as 
explicit  as  may  fie,  yet  I  fear  the  intricacy 
of  the  fubjeil  will  oblige  me  to  ufe  a  more 
technical  language  than  was  required  in  the 
three  former  Chapters;  and  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sheets  may,  for  that  reafon,  be  more 
adapted  to,  and  better  underfiood  by,  me¬ 
dical  praflitioners,  than  by  the  generality 

B  3  of 
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of  gouty  patients,  although  I  take  thla 
trouble  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter. 

But  to  bring  it  down  to  their  level,  I 
will  divide  the  whole  into  as  many  fliort 
fe^lions  as  there  is  variety  of  matter,  to 
prevent  confufion. 

The  following  fymptoms  always  precede 
a  regular  fit  of  Ample  gout,  for  fome  time 
before  the  real  paroxyfm.  Vid.  Syd.  by 
Swan,  p.  465,  feftion  5.  The  patient  1$ 
‘‘  firft  afflifted  with  a  bad  digeflion,  crudities 
“  of  the  flomach,  much  flatulency  and  hea- 
vinefs,  that  gradually  increafe  for  fome 
‘‘  weeks,  2.  Then  begins  a  numbnefs  of  the 
thighsj  and  a  fort  of  defcent  of  flatulencies 
through  the  flefhy  parts  thereof,  along 
wuth  convulfive  motions,  'or  cramp  of  the 
legs.  3.  All  thefe  complaints  abate  fud- 
‘‘  denly,  the  appetite  becomes  fharp,  and 
even  preternatural,” 

The  firft  fet  of  fymptoms  here  mentioned^ 
are  the  harbingers,  or  terrentia  of  every 
atrabilious  fluxion  :  The  fecond  fet,  that 
is,  the  fhooting  pains,  and  nervous  twitches, 
&c.  indicate  the  orean  to  which  nature 

p  ^ 

feems  difpofed  to  determine  the  fluxion. 
Thus,  before  the  peripneumonia  notha  they 
are  felt  in  the  thorax  \  before  an  atrabilious 
diarrhcea  they  are  felt  in  the  abdomen  ; 
and  before  a  fevere  fit  of  piles  they  are  felt 
ill  the  pelvis  or  podex  ;  and  before  a  fit  of 
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gout  they  are  felt  in  the  thighs  and  legs, 
or  fhoulders  and  arms :  The  third,  or  fud- 
den  abatement  of  all  the  preceding  fymp- 
toms,  or  what  Sydenham  calls  fun-JJdine 
before  a  ftorm^  is  common  in  the  gout,  but 
not  peculiar  to  it ;  it  is  that  remiffion  which 
fucceeds  partial  cod;ion  immediately  before 
critical  eruptions ;  but  is  more  perceptible, 
and  of  longer  duration  in  atrabilious  cafes, 
which  are  always  flow  in  their  progrefs, 
compared  to  the  truly  acute  difeafes, 

SECTION  III. 

Symptoms  attending  the  formed  Paroxyfm, 

‘‘i,  DURING  the  time  of  this  remif- 
fion,  the  patient  eats  and  drinks  heartily, 
goes  to  bed  in  good  fpirits,  and  fleeps 
^quietly  till  about  two  in  the  morning, 
“  when  he  is  awakened  by  pain,  which 
ufually  feizes  the  great  toe,  but  fome- 
times  the  heel,  the  calf  of  the  leg,  or 
“  ancle. 

‘‘  This  pain  refembles  that  of  a  diflocated 
bone,  and  is  attended  with  a  fenfation  as 
if  water,  juft  warm,  was  poured  upon 
‘‘  the  membranes  of  the  part  affeded  ;  and 
thefe  fymptoms  are  immediately  fuc- 

B  4  ceeded 
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ceeded  by  a  chlllinefs,  fliivering,  and 
‘‘  flight  fever. 

‘  2.  The  chillinefs  and  fliivering  abate, 

in  .-proportion  as  the  pain  increafes, 
which  is  mild  in  the  beginning,  but 
grows  gradually  more  violent  every  hour, 
‘‘  and  comes  to  its  height  towards  evening  ; 

adapting  itfelf  to  the  numerous  bones  of 
‘‘  the  tarjus  and  metatarfus^  the  ligaments 
‘‘  whereof  it  chiefly  affeds  ;  fometimes  re- 
fembling  the  gnawing  of  a  dog,  fome- 
times  a  weight  and  conftrudion  of  the 
membranes  of  the  parts  affedled  which 
become  fb  exquifitely  painful  as  not  to 
endure  the  weight  of  the  clothes,  nor  the 
fliaking  of  the  room  from  a  perfon’s 
walking  briflvly  therein. 

“  Hence  the  night  is  not  only  paflfed  in 
pain,  but  likewife  with  a  reftlefs  removal 
of  the  part  affeded  from  one  place  to  an- 
“  other,  and  a  continual  change  of  its  po- 
“  fition.  Nor  does  the  perpetual  reftleffnefs 
V  of  the  whole  body,  which  always  accom- 
panics  the  fit,  efpecially  in  the  beginning, 
“  fall  fliort  of  the  agitation  and  pain  of  the 
'  ■  gouty  limb  :  Hence  numberlefs  fruitlefs 
endeavours  are  ufed  to  eafe  the  pain,  by 
continually  changing  the  fituation  of  the 
body  and  the  part  affeded,  which,  not- 
whhflanding,  abates  not  till  two  or  three 
'  '  '  iR 
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in  the  morning  ;  that  Is,  till  after  twenty- 
‘‘  four  hours  from  the  firft:  approach  of  the 
real  fit, 

3.  Then  the  patient  is  fuddenly  re- 
lieved,  by  means  of  a  moderate  digeftion, 
and  fome  diffipation  of  the  peccant  mat- 
ter;  though  he  falfely  judges  the  eafe  to 
proceed  from  the  laft  pofition  of  the  part 
affeded  :  And  being  now  in  a  breathing 
fweat,  he  falls  afleep ;  and  on  waking 
finds  the  pain  much  abated,  the  part  af- 
“  feded  fwelled,  and  couered  avith  a  fliifb 
of  rednefs  like  paint ;  whereas,  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  fit,  there  'was  no  rednefs 
nor  fwelling,  except  of  the  veins,  ni^hich 
‘‘  feem  ready  to  burf  as  foon  as  the  gouty 
pains  heginy  jiifl  as  if  the  limb  was  liga- 
tiired ;  and  this  is  common  in  all  gouty 
fits  and  joints.’’ 

Thefe  are  the  regular  fymptoms  of  a 
well  formed  paroxyfm.  ift,  The  rigor  or 
chilly  fit ;  sdly,  the  fever  and  hot  fit ;  and 
3dly,  the  remiffion  and  critical  evacuation, 
not  only  by  a  breathing  fweat,  but  alfo  by 
a  fpecies  of  eruption  on  the  (kin,  and  de- 
pofit  of  peccant  matter  on  the  proper  organ; 
that  is,  the  articulations  ;  and  this  requires 
the  moft  particular  attention,  becaufe  we 
have  no  other  means  of  diftinguiihing  the 
genuine  gout  from  many  other  difeafes.  I 
have  feeo  an  eryfipelas  on  the  ancle  mif- 

taken 
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taken  for  the  gout ;  and  much  mlfchief 
was  the  confequence.  The  inflammatory 
rheumatifm  is  miftaken  for  the  gout,  every 
day,  among  the  ignorant  people ;  and  fo 
are  many  other  difeafes. 

The  true  idea  of  a  regular  formed  gout, 
is  that  of  a  depuratory  fever,  which,  in  the 
early  part  of  it,  comes  to  a  remiflion  at  the 
end  of  twenty-four  hours  ;  and,  after  many 
exacerbations,  and  as  many  remiflions, 
finally  terminates  by  an  intermiflion,  of 
longer  or  fliorter  continuance,  according  to 
the  conflitution,  treatment,  and  other  cir* 
cumftances  of  the  party. 

Now  let  us  fee  what  happens  during  the 
continuance  of  the  remitting  fever,  and 
before  the  real  intermiflion  takes  place,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  obfervation  of  Sydenham. 

“  The  next  day,  and  perhaps  for  two  or 
three  days  afterwards,  if  the  gouty  mat- 
ter  be  copious,  the  part  affected  will  be 
fomewhat  pained,  and  the  pain  increafe^ 
towards  evening,  and  remit  again  about 
‘‘  break  of  day  ;  by  a  gentle  diaphorejis^  as 
‘‘  at  and  fo  proceed  to  the  end  of  the 
^uuhole  ft. 

In  a  few  days  perhaps  It  feizes  the 
‘‘  other  foot  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  if 
the  pain  be  violent  in  this,  and  that 
which  was  firfl;  feized  be  quite  eafy,  the 
weaknefs  thereof  foon  vanilhes,  and  it 
I  “  becomes 
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becomes  as  ftrong  and  healthy  as  if  it 
had  never  been  indii'pofed,  the  gout  being 
completely  tranflated  to  the  other  foot ; 
neverthelefs  the  gout  affedts  the  foot  juft 
“  feized,  as  it  did  the  former,  both  in  re- 
“  fpedt  of  the  violence  and  duration  of  the 
‘‘  pain. 

“  Sometimes,  when  there  is  fo  copious 
a  peccant  matter,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
“  fir,  that  one  foot  is  unable  to  contain  it, 
‘‘  it  affedts  both,  at  the  fame  time,  with 
“  equal  violence  ;  but  it  generally  attacks 
the  feet  fucceffively,  as  above  remarked. 

When  it  has  feized  both  feet  together, 
‘‘  the  following  paroxyfms  are  irregular, 
both  with  refpedt  to  the  time  of  feizure, 
and  their  continuance  ;  but  the  chillinefs 
‘‘  comes  on,  and  the  pain  always  increales 
■  ‘  in  the  evening,  and  remits  in  the  morn- 
“  ing ;  fo  that  what  we  call  a  fit  of  gout, 
which  goes  quite  off  fooner  or  later,  ac- 
cording  to  the  age  and  other  circum- 
“  fiances  of  the  patient,  is  made  up  of  a 
number  of  thefe  Irnall  fits  ;  for  when 
“  this  difeafe  lafts  two  or  three  months,  it 
is  not  to  be  efteemed  one  continued  fit, 
but  rather  a  feries  or  aflemblage  of  little 
‘‘  fits,  the  laft  of  which  proves  milder  and 
fhorter,  till  the  peccant  matter  being 
gradually  concodled,  and  finally  expelled, 
f*  the  fever  intermits^  the  patient  recovers, 

and 
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and  remains  njuell  till  a  frejh  quantity  of 
gouty  matter  is  formed  and  colie  died, 

‘‘  In  ftrong  conftltutions,  and  in  fuch  as 
have  the  gout  but  feldom,  the  duration 
“  of  the  whole  fit  is  but  fourteen  days ; 
and  in  the  aged,  or  fuch  as  have  fre- 
quent  returns  of  the  difeafe,  it  lafts  two 
months ;  but  in  fuch  as  are  much  debi- 
‘‘  litated  by  age,  or  by  long  duration  of 
the  diftemper,  it  does  not  go  quite  off 
“  till  fummer  advances,  which  drives  it 
‘‘  away. 

During  the  firft  fourteen  days  the 
urine  is  high  coloured,  and,  after  fepa- 
ration,  lets  fall  a  kind  of  red  gravelly  fe- 
diment ;  and  not  above  a  third  part  of 
“  the  liquids  taken  in  is  voided  by  urine  ; 
“  and  the  body  is  generally  coftive  during 
‘‘  this  time. 

“  The  fit  is  accompanied  throughout 
with  lofs  of  appetite,  chillinefs  of  the 
whole  body  towards  the  evening,  and  an 
‘‘  heavinefs  and  upeafinefs  even  of  thofe 
parts  that  are  not  affefled  by  the  difeafe, 
“  which  does  not  go  off  till  the  remiffion 
comes  on  towards  morning,  as  in  other 
depur atory  and  remitt  ing  fevers^  of  every 

“  kindr 

Here  then,  by  the  affiftance  of  Syden¬ 
ham,  I  have  given  an  accurate  account  of 
the  beginning  and  progrefs  of  a  formed  fit 

of 
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of  fingle  gout,  copied  from  nature,  and 
nearly  the  fame  in  all  fubjeds,  fo  long  as 
the  gout  continues  regular  ;  which  muft  be 
much  attended  to,  becaufe  every  deviation 
from  it  is  an  error,  arifing  from  a  defed  in 
the  conftitution,  the  wrong  ufe  of  the  fix 
mn-naturalsy  or  the  fymptoms  of  fome  other 
difeafe  complicated  with  the  gout,  as  I  fliall 
more  fully  explain  in  the  next  chapter. 

It  is  a  genuine  hiftory  of  a  remitting  de- 
puratory  fever,  fui  generis^  w^hich  comes  at 
certain  feafons  of  the  year,  to  the  great  re¬ 
lief  and  advantage  of  thofe  people  who,  by 
heritage  or  intemperance,  have  contraded 
that  fpecies  of  the  atrabilious  conftitution, 
to  which  I  have  given  the  name  of  the  tem- 
feramentU7n  podagriaim. 

The  people  of  this  temperament  are  apt 
to  generate  a  particular  kind  of  peccant 
matter,  that  occafions  a  great  variety  of 
tormenting  fymptoms,  which,  for  aught 
we  know,  cannot  be  carried  off  with  fo 
much  propriety  and  advantage  as  by  that 
depuratory  fever  called  a  fit  of  gout. 

To  prevent  the  formation  of  this  peccant 
matter,  is  very  proper,  and,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  very  pradicable,  when  feafonably 
and  properly  attended  to  ;  but  after  the 
matter  is  already  generated,  and  floating  in 
the  habit,  1  do  not  approve  of  endeavour¬ 
ing  forcibly  to  prevent  the  fit;  the  only 

certain 
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certain  means  of  concoding  and  expelling 
this  acrid  and  deleterious  morbid  lentor. 

I  fhall  therefore  fay  very  little  about 
curing,  or  even  Ihortening,  a  regular,  well 
formed  fit  of  fingle  gout ;  but,  for  the  fa- 
tisfadion  of  my  numerous  gouty  friends,  I 
will  tell  them  how  to  condud;  it,  fo  as  to 
render  it  bearable,  and  effecbual  for  the 
purpofe  of  reftoring  and  preferving  good 
health. 

After  the  morbid  matter  has  been  con- 
cod:ed  and  expelled  by  a  proper  fit,  then 
indeed  much  may  be  done  to  lengthen  the 
intervals,  and  reftore  the  injured  parts,  fo 
as,  in  a  courfe  of  years,  to  conquer  the 
whole  difeafe  ;  at  any  rate  to  rendd  the 
fils  lefs  frequent,  (horter,  and  more  effec¬ 
tual  for  the  falutary  purpofes  of  nature. 

To  follow,  however,  the  hiftory  of  the 
difeafe,  the  firfl;  thing  to  be  confidered  is 
the  terrentia  morbis^  the  harbingers  (with 
which  gouty  people  are  well  acquainted) 
.that  always  precede  a  fit  of  gout,  and  fel- 
dom  go  off  without  it. 
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SECTION  IV. 

^crrentia ;  ^hat  agrees  and  dif agrees  *witb 

them, 

t 

IF  aperfon,  who  never  had  the  gout,  is 
feized  with  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
commonly  precede  a  fit  of  gout,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  ought  to  carry  off  the  offending  mat¬ 
ter,  by  fuch  medicines  as  are  known  to 
evacuate  black  bile,  and  fo  prevent  cough, 
piles,  or  gout,  as  I  have  faid  in  the  chapter 
on  the  atrabilious  conftitution,  in  the  Firft 
•Volume  of  my  Obfervations  on  Fevers. 

But  it  is  quite  otherwife  with  one  long 
accuftomed  to  have  regular  returns  of 
formed  gout,  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year, 
to  depurate  his  conftitution  ;  fome  altera¬ 
tion,  and  perhaps  fome  redudion  of  his 
ufual  diet,  is  all  he  can  with  fafety  do ;  for 
rough  evacuations,  in  fuch  cafes,  are  found 
extremely  injurious  ;  and  this  we  know, 
from  experience  founded  on  fads,  ftill  re¬ 
cent  in  the  memory  of  many  people 

“  I  proceed  now  to  the  cure,  fays  Syden- 
ham,  page  473,  fedion  205  in  treating 

*  Who  are  ready  to  fay,  ipfe  miferrlma 

vidi^  ief  quorum  pars  niagna  fui, 

of 
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of  which,  I  {hall  firft  take  notice  of  fiich 
things  as  are  to  be  omitted. 

Now  in  this  difeafe,  if  regard  be  had 
‘‘  to  the  humours,  and  the  indigeftion  oc- 
cafioning  them,  it  fliould  feem,  at  firft 
view,  that  the  curative  indications  fhould 
principally  tend,  ift,  to  evacuate  hu- 
mours  already  generated  ;  and,  2dly,  to 
ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  or  digeftive 
powers,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  accumula- 
“  tion  of  other  humours  ;  thefe  being  the 
ufual  intentions  to  be  anfwered  in  moft 
other  humoural  difeafes.  , 

But  neverthelefs,  in  the  gout,  nature 
feems  to  have  the  prerogative  to  expel 
the  peccant  matter  according  to  its  own 
‘‘  method,  and  throw  it  off  partly  upon 
“  the  joints,  there  to  be  carried  off  by  in- 
V  fenfible  perfpiration.  Now  there  are 
only  three  ways  propofed  of  expelling 
the  morbific  matter  of  the  gout;  namely, 
‘‘  I  ft,  bleeding;  2dly,  purging;  and  3dly, 
“  fweating ;  but  none  of  thefe  will  ever 
anfwer  the  end. 

Bleeding  improper^ 

Though  bleeding  bids  fair  for  evacu- 
ating  the  humours  immediately  to  be 
tranflatedj  as  well  as  thofe  already  fixed 
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in  the  joints,  yet  it  maniftftly  clafllea 
with  that  indication,  which  the  antece- 
“  dent  caufe,  indigejiion^  arifing  from  a 
depravity  or  paucity  of  the  fpirits,  de-» 
mands,  which  bleeding  further  weakens 
‘‘  and  diminhhes  ;  and.  for  this  reafon  it  is 
not  to  be  ufed  either  by  way  of  prevent- 
ing  an  approaching,  or  eafing  a  prefent 
fit,  efpeclally  in  the  aged  ;  for  though 
the  blood  that  is  taken  away  generally 
refembles  pleuretic  or  rheumatic  bloody 
yet  bleeding  is  found  to  do  as  much  mif- 
chief  in  this  difeafe  as  it  does  good  ia 
thofe. 

Bleeding  in  the  intervals,  though  long 
after  the  paroxyfm,  is  apt  to  occafion  a 
frefii  fit,  by  the  agitation  of  the  blood 
and  juices,  which  may  continue  longer, 
“  and  be  attended  with  more  violent  fymp- 
‘‘  toms  than  the  former  ;  the  ftrength  of 
the  blood  being  impaired  thereby,  by 
means  whereof  the  morbific  matter  fliould 
“  have  been  powerfully  and  conftantly  ex- 
“  pelled.  This  inconvenience  always  hap- 
pens  from  bleeding  in  the  beginning  of 
a  fit ;  and  if  it  is  ufed  immediately  after  a 
fit,  there  is  a  great  danger  of  debilitating 
nature  fo  much,  as  to  make  way  for  a 
dropfy,  or  apoplexy,'^ 

After  all  that  Sydenham  has  fald,  whe¬ 
ther  bleeding  is,  or  is  not  proper  in  gouty 

C  cafes, 
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cafes,  has  been  much  dlfputed  ;  becaufe 
many  have  imagined,  that  fo  much  heat 
and  pain  could  arife  from  no  other  caufe 
but  inflammation  ;  the  appearance  alfo  of 
lufty  people,  the  big  belly,  and  purple 
countenance,  are  apt  to  deceive.  Thefe 
indeed  indicate  repletion,  but  it  is  of  grofs 
humours,  and  not  of  red  blood.  The 
young,  healthy,  thin  people  are  much  more 
liable  to  true  inflammation,  and  bear  bleed¬ 
ing  better  than  the  atrabilious  conftitutions. 

When  Frederick  Hofman  fays,  that 
cupping  the  feet  every  third  month  had 
procured  a  good  deal  of  relief  to  himfelf, 
and  fome  of  his  gouty  friends,  he  feems 
not  to  have  adverted  to  the  effecfl:  of  the  re¬ 
gimen  he  ufed  at  the  fame  time,  w'hich  was 
quite  fufficient^to  procure  all  the  relief  he 
mentions,  without  the  aid  of  cupping. 

By  the  idea  I  have  given  of  the  firfl:  for¬ 
mation  of  the  temper  ament  um^  podagricuniy 
the  overgrown  liver,  omentum^  &c.  and  the 
furcharge  of  atrabilious  pituite  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  thefe  never  can  be  dif- 
charged  through  the  open  orifice  of  the 
vein,  nor  at  all  removed  till  cod;ion  takes 
place ;  till  the  foul  are  feparated  from  the 
found  juices  ;  in  which  operation  bleeding 
can  have  no  efied:,  but  in  the  cafes  here¬ 
after  mentioned,  as  exceptions  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  rule. 
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No  man  ever  ufed  the  lancet  with  greater 
freedom  than  Sydenham,  in  moft  cafes  ; 
but  an  experience  of  thirty-fix  years,  in 
himfelf  and  many  others,  at  laft  convinced 
him  of  the  impropriety  of  bleeding  in  the 
gout,  unlefs  attended  with  unequivocal 
fymptoms  of  real  inflammation,  not  arifing 
from  the  gout,  but  other  circumflances  of 
the  patient.  His  words  are '  “  Never- 
thelefs,  fays  he,  if  the  patient  be  young, 
“  and  overheated  by  hard  drinking,  a  vein 
may  be  opened  in  the  beginning  of  the 
‘‘  fit.” 

In  all  cafes,  if  a  patient  is  feized  with 
the  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  genuine 
inflammation,  he  muft  not  only  be  blooded, 
but  be  treated  as  if  he  had  no  gout,  till  the 
inflammation  fubfides ;  without  which  he 
is  in  danger  of  dying  very  foon.  But  this 
bleeding,  and  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  is  not 
inftituted  to  take  away  gouty  matter,  nor  to 
retard  the  formation  of  a  fit ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  have  always  found,  that  as  foon  as 
the  inflammation  was  reduced  to  a  certain 
degree,  nature  feemed  relieved,  codion 
took  place,  the  morbific  matter  was  fepa- 
rated  from  the  found  humours,  and  all  the 
fecretions  were  reftored  ;  then  the  gouty 
matter  became  turgid,  and  was  depofited  in 
the  proper  places,  and  finally  evacuated  by 
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a  fit ;  of  which  I  have  given  fome  inftances 
in  the  firfl:  chapter  of  this  Eflay. 

Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh  the 
pain  of  fimple  gout  from  that  of  true  in¬ 
flammation;  it  is  therefore  neceffary  to  be 
well  informed,  whether  the  patient  is  fub- 
jedi  to  an  inveterate  gout;  whether  it  is  the 
feafon  of  his  fit  of  gout ;  whether  there 
were  not  gouty  terrentia  before  the  attack ; 
whether  they  did  not  fubfide,  and  were 
fucceeded  by  a  ravenous  appetite  before 
the  attack :  under  fuch  circumftanees  it  is 
reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  pain  is 
gouty ;  and  if  in  the  extremities,  no  blood 
ought  to  be  taken,  for  the  purpofe  of  eafing 
that  pain,  which  is  rather  falutary  than 
dangerous  in  all  gouty  habits. 

But  if  the  pain  is  very  violent,  without 
any  remiffion,  and  feizes  an  internal  organ, 
with  many  other  fymptoms  of  plethora  and 
inflammation,  then  fome  blood  ought  to 
be  taken ;  as  nothing  is  fo  apt  to  change 
the  feat  of  the  pain,  even  of  gout,  as  one 
proper,  feafon  able  bleeding :  and  for  this 
very  reafon,  when  the  pain  is  already  in 
the  extremities,  no  blood  fhould  be  taken, 
for  fear  of  altering  the  feat  of  the  gout  to 
fome  internal  place. 

But,’’  fays  Sydenham,  if  bleeding  is 
^  ufed  in  all  the  fucceeding  fits,  in  order 
to  moderate  the  pain  of  the  gouty  phlegm 
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monoides^  It  will  foon  render  the  gout 
inveterate,  even  in  youth,  and  caufe  it 
to  fpread  more  univerfally  in  a  few  years, 
than  it  otherwife  would  have  done  in 
many.’* 

When  Sydenham,  from  long  experience 
and  accurate  obfervation,  had  fettled  this 
matter,  it  was  very  daring  to  begin  an  op- 
pofite  pradtice :  this,  however,  was  done 
here ;  and  the  bad  fuccefs  only  ferved  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  Sydenham’s  obferva- 
tions. 

A  gouty  patient  of  mine,  fome  years 
ago,  was  promifed  a  perfedl  cure,  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  did  not  underfland  what  he 
undertook  to  perform.  He  begun  his  cure 
by  a  fudden  redudfion  of  diet ;  then  fome 
rough  purges :  as  foon  as  the  terrentia  came 
on,  he  ordered  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  to  be  taken. 

In  two  days,  the  fymptoms  flill  continu¬ 
ing,  the  bleeding  was  repeated  :  by  thofe 
means  the  fit  of  gout  was  prevented ;  but 
a  fit  of  apoplexy  came  on,  which  cut  off 
the  poor  patient  in  a  few  hours.  Such  are 
the  effedf  8  of  theory,  when  not  founded  on 
Iblid  obfervation. 

The  general  rule  then  is,  that  the  gout, 
in  its  own  nature,  does  not  require  bleed¬ 
ing,  nor  agree  with  repeated  bleeding  % 
but  that  an  inflammation  may  arife,  in 

C  3  fome 


[  23  ] 

fome  gouty  habits,  fo  violent  as  to  require 
bleeding,  and  an  aotiplilogiilic  regimen,'  to 
a  certain  degree,  for  a  few  days. 

Having  thus  difcuffed  the  propriety  and 
impropriety  of  bleeding  in  gouty  habits, 
we  next  proceed  to  confider  the  effefts  of 
vomiting  and  purging,  as  evacuants  of 
gouty  matter  :  and  as  this  is  of  the  utmofi: 
importance,  it  deferves  a  complete  difcuf- 
fion ;  for  which  reafon  I  will  copy,  at  full 
length,  what  vSydenham  and  Cheyne  have 
faid  on  the  fubjecl,  and  then  add  my  own 
obfervations. 

Vomits  and  Purges  improper. 

With  refped:  to  vomiting  and  purg*? 
ing,”  fays  Sydenham,  “  it  fhould  be 
noted,  that  as  it  is  a  fixt  law  of  nature, 
and  interwoven  with  the  effence  of  this 
difeafe,  that  a  part  of  the  morbific  mat- 
ter  thereof  ought  always  to  be  tranflated 
to  the  joints,  emetics  and  cathartics  will 
only  invite  the  whole  matter  back  into 
‘‘  the  blood,  which  was  thrown  by  nature 
upon  the  extremities ;  and  hence  what 
ought  to  be  thrown  upon  the  joints, 
hurries  perhaps  to  fome  of  the  vifcera, 
and  fo  endangers  the  life  of  the  patient, 
who  was  quite  fafe  before. 

And 
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And  this  has  often  been  obferved  to 
prove'fatal  to  thofe  who  have  ordinarily 
“  had  recourfe  to  purging  by  way  of  pre- 
vention  ;  or,  which  is  worfe,  to  eafe  the 
‘‘  pain  in  the  fit ;  for  when  nature  is  pre- 
vented,  by  purging,  from  her  ufual  fafeft 
‘‘  and  beft  manner  of  tranllating  the  mor- 
“  bific  matter  to  the  joints,  and  the  hu- 
mours  are  forced  inwards  upon  the 
bowels  ;  then,  inftead  of  pain  in  the 
joints,  which  is  either  flight,  or  perhaps, 
“  none  at  all,  the  patient  is  almofl;  deftroyed 
“  by  ficknefs,  gripings,  faintings,  and  a 
numerous  train  of  irregular  fymptoms. 

“  For  my  own  part,  I  am  abundantly 
convinced,  from  much  experience,  that 
“  purging,  either  with  mild  or  ftrong  ca^ 
‘‘  thartics,  fuch  as  are  given  to  purge  the 
joints,  proves  very  prejudicial,  whether 
“  it  be  given  in  the  fit  to  leflen  the  mor- 
bid  matter;  or  in  its  declenfion,  to  carry 
‘‘  off  the  remainder;  or  in  a  perfedl  inter- 
miffion,  to  prevent  an  approaching  fit: 
for  I  have  learnt,  at  my  own  peri!,  as 
‘‘  well  as  that  of  others,  that  purgatives 
exhibited  at  any  of  thofe  times,  have, 
inftead  of  doing  fervice,  haftened  the 
“  mifchief  they  were  intended  to  prevent. 

“  Purging,  therefore,  during  the  fit,  by 
dlfturbing  nature  when  fhe  is  feparating 
the  gouty  matter,  and  throwing  it  upon 
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the  joints,  does  fometimes  eminently 
diftnrb  the  fpirits,  which  renders  the  fit 
more  violent,  and  likev^ife  endangers  the 
life  of  the  patient. 

Purgatives,  adminiflered  at  the  end 
of  a  fir,  inftead  of  expelling  the  remains 
of  the  difeafe,  occafion  a  frefli  fit,  as 
fevere  as  the  former ;  and  thus  the  pa- 
tient  being  deceived  by  fruitlefs  hopes, 
brings  thofe  evils  upon  himfelf,  which 
he  had  efcaped,  if  the  humours  had  not 
been  exafperated  afrefli.  And  this  in- 
convenience  I  myfelf  often  experienced, 
after  having  had  recourfe  to  medicine  to 
expel  what  I  efleemed  the  remains  of  the 
diftemper. 

As  to  purging  at  certain  times  in  the 
intervals  by  way  of  prevention,  though 
it  miifl;  be  owned  that  there  is  not  fo 
much  danger  of  occafioning  a  frefh  fit, 
as  in  the  inflance  juft  mentioned,  the 
patient  in  that  cafe  not  being  perfedfly 
■  ‘  recovered  ;  yet  even  at  this  time  it  is 
productive  of  a  fit,  for  the  reafons  above 
fpecified  ;  and  though,  perhaps,  it  may 
not  come  on  immediately,  the  difeafe 
neverthelefs  will  not  go  off  entirely  by 
taking  any  purge  conftantly  at  proper 
intervals.  For  I  have  known  fome  gouty 
H  perfons,  who,  to  recover  their  health, 
not  only  purged  fpring  and  fall,  but 
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monthly,  and  even  weekly,  and  yet  none 
of  them  efcaped  the  gout ;  which  affeCted 
them  more  feverely  afterwards,  and  was 
“  accompanied  with  more  violent  fymp- 
toms,  than  if  they  had  totally  forbore 
medicine :  for  though  much  purging 
might  carry  off  a  part  of  the  gouty  mat- 
ter,  yet  as  It  does  not  at  all  contribute 
to  ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  but  rather 
weakens  it,  and  injures  nature  afrefli,  it 
only  flrikes  at  one  caufe,  and  is  by  no 
means  adequate  to  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
temper. 

To  thefe  obfervations  muft  be  added, 
that  the  fame  paucity  of  fpirits  which 
‘‘  hurts  the  concoctions  in  gouty  fubjefts, 
‘‘  renders  their  fpirits  weak  and  languid  ; 
fo  that  they  are  foon  difturbed  by  any 
caufe  which  confiderably  hurries  the  body 
or  mind,  and  confequently  are  very  vo- 
latile  and  diffipable,  as  they  frequently 
“  are  in  hyfteric  and  hypochondriacal  pa- 
tients.  From  this  tendency  to  irregular 
motion,  it  happens  that  the  gout  follows 
the  flighted:  evacuations ;  for  the  tone 
of  the  parts  being  deftroyed,  which  the 
firmnefs  of  the  nerves,  fo  long  as  they 
continue  ftrong,  preferves  unrelaxed  and 
healthy,  the  peccant  matter  moves  with- 
out  interruption  j  and  from  this  mifchief 
4  done 
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done  to  the  body,  a  fit  arlfes  m  a  fhort’ 
time. 

Notwithflanding  this  method  is  fo  very 
pernicious,  yet  there  have  been  empirics, 
who  have  acquired  a  great  character  by 
‘‘  cunningly  concealing  the  cathartic  they 
ufed  in  this  cafe ;  for  it  mufi:  be  noted, 
that  whilft  the  medicine  operates,  the 
patient  feels  no  pain  at  all,  or  but  a  flight 
one;  and  if  a  courfe  of  purgatives  be 
continued  for  fome  days,  without  the 
intervention  of  a  recent  fit,  the  prefect 
fit  will  foon  go  off;  but  the  patient  will 
**  fuffer  greatly  afterwards,  by  the  hidden 
tumult  occafioned  by  this  agitation  of 
the  humottrs.’' 

So  clear  and  pofitive  evidence,  from  fo 
accurate  and  faithful  an  obferver  as  Syden¬ 
ham,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  gouty 
people  and  regular  praditiooers,  that  the 
gout  was  left  to  patience  and  flannel  for 
many  yearfe.  Such  was  the  lituation  of 
things  in  this  country,  when  Dr.  Cheyne 
ventured  to  treat  the  gout  according  to  art; 
and  although  he  was  not,  at  all  times,  able 
to  cure  the  gout,  yet  by  proper  diet,  ex- 
ercife,  and  a  few  remedies,  he  was  able  to 
procure  great  relief,  and  prevent  many  of 
thofe  miferies,  which  this  difeafe,  left  to 
pature,  always  produces. 

Sydenham, 
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Sydenham,’’  fays  Cheyne,  in  his  Trea- 
life  on  the  Gout,  p.  22.  “  otherwife  a  moft 
“  accurate  obferver  of  nature,  and  a  moft 
judicious  pra£titIoner,  has  been  the  occa- 
fion,  I  think,  of  a  great  miftake  in  the 
‘‘  management  of  the  gout,  by  forbidding 
“  almoft  all  evacuations,  either  in  the  fit, 
or  in  the  intervals,  for  fear  of  weaken-* 
ing  the  conttitution. 

“  There  are  two  feafons,  to  wit,  fpring 
and  fall,  when  the  periodical  fits  of  re- 
‘‘  gular  gouts  commonly  happen,  which  I 
confider  as  cardinal  and  critical  difcharges, 
under  general  and  mechanical  influences, 
for  purifying  the  blood,  and  difcharging 
“  the  gouty  lalts :  in  thefe  nature  is  no 
more  to  be  difturbed  (I  mean  as  to 
purging)  than  in  the  monthly  purgations 
‘‘  of  the  fex  ;  at  that  time,  however,  a  con- 
ftant,  uniform,  gentle  perfpiration  may 
“  be  promoted,  not  only  with  fafety,  but 
with  great  advantage  to  the  fick, 

‘‘  But  in  the  flight,  flying  touches  of  the 
“  gout,  out  of  thefe  feaibns,  and  in  the  in- 
“  tervals  of  the  fits,  gentle,  warm,  fto- 
machic  purges  will  be  an  excellent 
remedy  to  fend  thefe  a-going,  to  leflen 
the  real  fits,  and  lengthen  the  intervals. 
“  A  perfon  out  of  the  pain  and  inflam- 
matlon  of  the  fits,  and  in  their  intervals 
(except  his  natural  difpofuion  to  breed 
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another  fit)  is,  to  all  intentions  of  medU 
cine,  the  fame  as  a  well  perfon ;  where- 
fore  the  general  and  direft  methods  of 
relieving  the  gout  are,  in  the  fits  a  gen- 
tie,  uniform,  continued  perfpiration,  or 
breathing  fweat;  and  in  the  intervals, 
labour,  exercife,  regimen^^  and  gentle,  fto- 
machic  purges.’’ 

For  many  years  I  have  attended  to  the 
efFeft  of  evacuations  in  gouty  people,  and 
I  am  certain  that  the  beft  way  of  emptying 
them  is  by  abftemious  diet,  and  hard  ex¬ 
ercife,  By  thefe  means  perfifted  in  during 
the  intervals,  we  are  able  to  prevent  adding 
frefli  fuel  to  the  fire  ;  what  may  remain 
after  a  fit  is  more  eafily  concoded,  and 
more  readily  expelled ;  by  thefe  means  the 
fibres  preferve  their  tone,  and  the  organs 
their  natural  functions ;  fo  that  a  perfon 
living  as  all  gouty  people  ought,  will  not 
require  much  purging  in  the  intervals,  and 
ftill  lefs  in  the  fits  of  regular  gout;  which 
will  gradually  become  iefs  frequent,  more 
regular,  briilc,  effedual,  and  of  fliorter 
duration:  but  gouty  perfons,  living  as  peo¬ 
ple  of  opulence  generally  do  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  muft  colled  much  gouty  matter  in  the 
intervals  ;  the  whole  habit  becomes  loaded,' 
the  fibres  relaxed,  the  organs  foft  and  en¬ 
larged  *,  the  fits  irregular,  languid  and  pro- 
traded,  and  feldom  effedual  in  clearing 

the 


[  29  ] 

the  conftitiition:  In  fuch  Indeed  Cheyne's 
method  is  often  required,  and  by  a  Ikilful 
ufe  of  it,  fome  advantage,  and  much  relief 
may  be  expeded  ;  for  Cheyne  is  in  the  right 
when  he  fays,  that  a  perfon  out  of  the  pain 
and  inflammation  of  the  fits,  or  in  their  in¬ 
tervals  (except  his  natural  difpofition  to 
breed  another  fit),  is,  to  all  the  intentions  of 
medicine,  the  fame  as  a  well  perfon.  But 
more  of  this  in  the  next  Chapter,  when 
we  come  to  confider  the  complicated  gout ; 
or  the  gout  mixed  with  other  difeafeSo 

Forced  Sweats  hurtful. 

At  prefent  I  will  go  on,  with  Sydenham, 
to  confider  the  effeds  of  forcing  fweat,  to 
carry  off  the  pescant  matter  by  the  fkin, 
during  the  terrentia ;  or  in  the  fit  of  regular 
and  Angle  gout,  viz.  Syden.  p.  477.  fee.  26^  - 
Finally,  the  carrying  off  the  peccant 
‘‘  matter  by  fweat  is  manifeftly  prejudicial, 
“  though  in  a  lefs  degree  than  either  bleeding 
or  purging  ;  for  though  it  does  not  repel 
the  morbific  matter  to  the  vifeera^  but 
contrariwife,  propel  it  into  the  habit,  it  is, 
notwithftanding,  detrimental  for  thefe 
‘‘  reafons: 

“  Firft,  during  the  intervals  of  the  fit  it 
“  forces  the  humours  which  are  as  yet 
crude,  and  not  fitted  for  ^  due  feparation, 
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upon  the  limbs,  and  thus  occafions  a  fit 
“  before  its  time,  and  in  oppofition  to  na- 
ture.  2dly,  The  forcing  a  fweat  in  the 
‘‘  fit  throws  and  fixes  the  matter  too  pow- 
erfuly  upon  the  part  aflFeded,  at  the  fame 
time  occafioning  intolerable  pain ;  and  if 
there  be  a  greater  quantity  thereof  than 
can  be  received  by  the  part  afredfed,  it 
immediately  throws  it  upon  fome  other 
parts,  and  thus  raifes  a  violent  ebullition 
“  of  the  blood  and  other  juices  :  and  if  the 
body  abounds  confiderably  with  a  ferous 
matter  generative  of  the  gout,  an  apo- 
plexy  is  hereby  endangered.  An  indi- 
gejlion  may  do  the  fame.  Hence  there- 
fore  it  is  very  dangerous  in  this,  as  in 
moft  other  difeafes,  to  force  out  a  fweat 
by  violence,  or  beyond  that  degree  of 
concodion,  which  the  humours  to  be 
‘‘  carried  off  have  fpontaneoufly  acquired. 
The  excellent  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates, 
intimating  that  conceded  and  not  crude 
‘‘  matters  are  to  be  evacuated,  relates  to 
fweating  as  well  as  purging ;  as  appears 
manifeftly  from  that  fweat  which  ordi- 
“  narily  terminates  the  paroxyfm  of  inter- 
mittents ;  this,  if  moderate,  and  propor- 
tioned  to  the  quantity  of  febrile  matter 
concoded  by  the  preceding  fit,  relieves 
the  patient  confiderably  ;  but  if  it  be 
‘‘  promoted  beyond  the  limits  preferibed  by 
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nature,  by  keeping  the  patient  conftantly 
in  bed,  a  continued  fever  thence  arifes, 
and  inftead  of  extinguifhing  the  former 
heat  a  new  one  is  kindled. 

So  in  the  gout,  the  gentle  breathing 
fweat  that  generally  comes  on  fpontane- 
oufly  in  the  morning  after  each  of  the 
“  fmall  fits,  of  which,  as  1  have  before  ob- 
“  ferved,  the  cardinal  fit  is  compofed,  eafes 
the  pain  and  reftlefsnefs  that  tormented 
the  patient  fo  much  in  the  night ;  but 
contrariwife,  if  this  gentle  moifture,  which 
‘‘  is  naturally  of  a  fhort  duration,  be  vio- 
“  lently  forced,  and  continued  longer  than 
the  quantity  of  the  conco£l:fd  morbific 
matter  requires,  the  difeafe  is  thereby 
increafed. 

“  In  this  therefore,  and  all  other  difeafes 
that  I  have  met  with,  excepting  only  the 
“  plague,  it  is  nature’s  province,  more  than 
‘‘  the  phyfician’s,  to  excite  fweat,  as  we 
cannot  poffibly  learn  how  much  matter 
‘‘  k  already  prepared  for  fuch  a  reparation  ; 
“  nor  confequently  what  method  is  to  be 
‘‘  taken  to  promote  fweat  ^ith  ad^)antageP 
In  the  Chapter  on  the  Angina  Maligna^ 
which  Sydenham  never  faw,  and  afterwards 
in  the  Effay  on  the  Peftilential  Fever,  I  have 
explained  the  efFefl:  of  forcing  a  fweat ;  and 
given  fevcral  obfervations  to  determine  the 
difeafes  in  which  this  pradtice  is  falutary; 
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the  degree  to  which  it  may  be  carried  with 
advantage;  when  and  how  it  ought  be  al¬ 
tered  ;  and  what  is  proper  to  be  done  imme¬ 
diately  after  fuch  a  falutary  fweat.  But  in 
the  gout  I  never  faw  much  advantage  from 
forcing  fweat,  or  even  promoting  it  to  a  very 
great  degree:  I  have  however  feen  many 
cafes  in  which  cordial  medicines,  ftrong 
wine,  and  even  fpirituous  liquors,  were  re¬ 
quired  ;  but  that  w^as  in  irregular  gouts. 
The  matter  of  the  gout  requires  long  coc- 
tion,  as  appears  by  the  long  duration  of  the 
terrentiay  and  even  of  the  fits ;  and  although 
fome  part  of  it  may  be  fubtile  and  volatile, 
the  greater  part  is  grofs,  faline  and  vifcous, 
as  is  evident  by  looking  on  the  grofs,  atrabi¬ 
lious  habits  who  are  the  moft  liable  to  it. 


There  is  another  evacuation  which  de- 
ferves  the  confideration  of  gouty  people,  I 
mean  venery;  here  again  Sydenham  gives 
my  idea  very  nearly,  viz.  p.  477,  fee.  51. 

With  refpedl  to  venery,”  fays  he,  ‘‘  if  the 
‘‘  gouty  perfon  be  in  years,  and  fo  deftitute 
of  a  fufficient  fhare  of  fpirits  to  promote 
the  digeflions,  and  the  folid  parts  confe- 
quently  too  much  debilitated  and  relaxed, 
without  any  affiftant  from  this  deftrudlive 
quarter;  in  this  cafe^  I  fay,  it  is  as  im- 
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prudent  for  fuch  a  man,  in  my  opinion, 
to  indulge  thofe  pleafures,  as  it  would 
be  for  a  perfon,  after  having  engaged  to 
go  a  long  journey,  to  fpend  all  his  flock 
of  provifions  before  fetting  out.  More- 
over,  befides  the  mifchief  he  does  himfelf 
‘‘  for  want  of  reflraining  the  languid  in- 
clinations  of  declining  old  age,  he  lofes 
the  great  privilege  of  enjoying  that  ex- 
quifite  fatisfaction  which  by  the  particular 
indulgence  of  nature,  is  referved  for  the 
aged  only;  who,  towards  the  period  of 
their  lives,  are  freed  from  the  violence  of 
thofe  paffions,  which,  like  fo  many  favage 
beafts,  preyed  upon  them  perpetually  im 
youth;  the  gratification  of  them  being 
‘‘  by  no  means  an  equivalent  for  the  long 
“  train  of  evils,  which  either  accompany  or 
follow  it.” 

The  regulating  this  evacuation  deferves 
more  attention  than  is  commonly  paid  to  it; 
it  is  a  fecretion  and  excretion  necefliiry  for 
the  health  of  men  and  women,  according  to 
their  particular  confiitutions  and  time  of 
life.  Soon  after  fifty,  in  the  generality  of 
both  fexes,  natural  vigour  decreafes,  and 
defire  will  keep  pace  with  it,  if  not  kept  up 
by  habit  or  foolifli  prad:ices.  The  defire 
that  arifes  from  natural  vigour  only  ought 
to  be  gratified  ;  it  does  not  deprels,  but  ex¬ 
hilarates  the  fpirits  ;  it  will  not  retard,  but 
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promote  digeflion,  and  all  the  falutary  fe- 
cretions  and  excretions.  And  this  is  the 
criterion  :  every  evacuation  that  refrefhes 
is  falutary  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  what  de- 
preffes  the  fpirits  is  improper :  but  if  a  man, 
long  after  the  decline  of  life,  fhould  irritate 
his  defires  by  connecting  himfelf  with  a 
young  woman, or  with  a  variety  of  women,  or, 
what  is  ftill  worfe,  ufe  fuch  external  and 
internal  provocatives  as  are  praClifed  in 
great  cities ;  then  indeed  he  may  expeCt 
fome  of  the  word  nervous  fyrnptoms,  of 
which  I  have  feen  inftances ;  watchfulnefs, 
lofs  of  appetite,  lofs  of  fight,  memory^ 

SECTION  V. 

A  DigreJJiofi, 

IN  confidering  all  that  Sydenham  has 
faid  on  the  fubjeCt  of  evacuations  in  gouty 
habits,  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  life,  he  had  treated  the  gout  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fyrnptoms  thereof,  as  he  had 
done  other  depuratory,  humorrhal  fevers, 
by  bleeding,  vomiting,  purging  and  fweat- 
ing.  But  after  many  trials,  and  finding 
that  his  endeavours  to  cure,  or  even  to  pro¬ 
cure  relief,  had  only  ferved  to  exafperate 
the  whole  difeafe ;  he  rightly  concluded 
that  the  gout,  although  it  was  a  remitting, 
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depuratory  fever,  yet  it  was  fui  generis^ 
and  very  different  from  all  the  other  fevers  . 
he  had  feen. 

This  naturally  led  him  Into  a  digreffion  on 
fevers  in  general,  by  way  of  contrail: ;  di¬ 
viding  the  whole  into  three  great  claffes : 
that  is,  in  my  language,  the  common  fevers  j 
the  fevers  from  contagion ;  and  the  fevers 
that  come  at  the  end  of  a  chronic  difeafe. 
The  fevers  from  contagion  have  very  fhort 
terrentia\  the  natural  common  fevers  have 
terrentia  of  fome  days  ;  but  the  laft  clafs 
have  terrentia  of  weeks,  nay  months,  which 
do  not  threaten  immediate  danger  ;  till  at 
laft  the  offending  matter  becomes  acrid,  and 
irritates  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a  fever  is 
brought  on,  and  nature  is  obliged  to  fum- 
mon  all  her  powers,  and  bring  the  whole  to 
a  final  iffue  by  one  violent  effort. 

Now  it  is  evident,  that  to  produce  a  fever 
there  muftbe  an  irritating caufe;  and  the  de-» 
gree  of  fever  will  depend  partly  on  the  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  of  that  caufe;  partly  on  the 
nature  and  number  of  the  parts  ftimulated  ; 
partly  on  the  conftitution  and  natural  irrita¬ 
bility  of  the  patient ;  partly  on  his  general 
ftate  of  health  at  the  time  of  applying  the 
ftimulus  ;  and  many  other  circumftances 
that  may  take  place  at  that  time  ;  fo  that  the 
fame  caufe  may  occafion  a  great  variety  of 
fever  in  different  people,  or  in  the  fame 
perfon  at  different  times.  Hence  a  much 
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greater  number  of  names  have  been  given 
to  fevers,  than  there  are  real  Genera  of 
them  exifiing.  I  have  leen  all  the  fevers 
mentioned  by  obfervators,  except  the  plague ; 
and  they  may  all  be  comprehended  under 
one  or  other  of  thefe  three  claffes  mentioned 
by  Sydenham  in  this  fhort  digreffion  from 
the  fubjed:  of  the  gout. 

The  firfl  clafs  comprehends  all  thofe  fe¬ 
vers  which  arife  from  the  fenfible  qualities 
of  the  air,  and  thofe  alterations  which  are 
produced  by  the  change  of  the  feafons,  every 
year,  in  regular  fuccefTion.  Thefe  I  call 
the  common  fevers ;  Sydenham  calls  them 
intercurrent,  as  afFeding  particular  perfons 
only;  and  alfo  fporadic,  as  being  fcattered 
1  all  over  the  kingdom  at  the  fame  feafon  :  of 
them  I  have  given  a  fhort  difcuffion  in  the 
firfl:  volume  of  my  Obfervations. 

The  fecond  contains  all  the  fevers  arifing 
from  contagion.  In  the  fecond  and  third  vo¬ 
lumes  of  my  Obfervations,  I  have  given  a 
Ihort  difcuffion  of  fuch  of  them,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  had  not  been  completely  difcuffed 
by  others.  Thefe  Sydenham  called  epide¬ 
mic,  becaufe,  in  the  quarter  where  any  of 
them  breaks  out,  as  far  as  the  contagion 
fpreads,  it  lays  hold  of  whole  families  to¬ 
gether  ;  whilfl  the  fever  of  the  feafon  in  the 
lame  quarter,  is  to  be  feen  in  fome  few 
perfons  only,  that  is  fporadic,  fo  long  as  the 
contagion  rages. 


The 


[  37  3 

The  third  clafs  contains  fuch  fevers  as 
arife  from^  and  are  preceded  by,  a  tedious 
ftate  of  bad  health,  like  long  terrentia ;  one 
is  neither  well,  nor  very  ill,  for  a  conlider- 
able  length  of  time;  till  at  Uft  the  confti- 
tution  undergoes  an  alteration ;  morbific 
matter  is  accumulated,  and  fome  fort  of 
fever  becomes  abfolutely  necelTary  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  total  deftrudion. 

“  But,  fays  Sydenham,  p.  48/}..  fee.  36. 
‘‘  chronic  difeafes,  if  not  hereditary^  com^ 
monly  originate  from  an  indigeftion 
of  the  humours.  For  when  the  flamina 
‘‘  ^itee  are  much  debilitated,  and  in  a  man- 
ner  worn  out  either  by  age,  or  by  re- 
markable  and  continual  irregularities  in 
the  ufe  of  the  fix  non-naturals^  efpecially 
with  relation  to  food  and  drink  ;  or  if 
‘‘  the  fecretory  veffels  be  fo  far  weakened, 
‘‘  as  to  be  no  longer  able  to  perform  their 
‘‘  appointed  offices  of  cleanfing  the  blood, 
‘‘  and  carrying  off  its  fuperfluities  ;  in  all 
thefe  cafes,  a  greater  quantity  of  humours 
“  being  collefted  in  the  body  than  can  be 
‘‘  digelled  by  the  ftrenglh  of  nature,  thefe, 
by  long  continuance  in  the  veffels,  un- 
‘‘  dergo  various  fermentations  and  putre- 
factions  ;  and  at  length  appear  in  a  fpe^ 
‘‘  cies^  occafioning  different  difeafes,  accord- 
ing  as  they  are  varioufly  vitiated  or  de- 
‘‘  praved.  And  as  thefe  vitiated  juices 
differ  from  one  another,  fo  they  fall 
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Upon  the  particular  part  that  is  heft  fitted 
to  receive  them;  and  there  they  gradually 
manifeft  thofe  numerous  fymptoms, 
which  ordinarily  proceed,  partly  from 
the  nature  of  fuch  juices,  and  partly 
from  the  irregular  motions  excited  in  the 
parts  affected ;  both  which,  in  conjunc- 
tion,  conftitute  that  irregularity  of  nature, 
which  is  characterifed  with  the  name  of 
fome  difeafe,  and  attended  uuith  fymptoms 
peculiar  to  it. 

Hence,  cateris  paribus^  old  people  are 
moft  liable  to  this  clafs  of  difeafes;  and 
require  lefs  food^  longer  fafting^  and  more 
regular  exercife  than  young  people  :  Hence 
people  of  a  fe  dent  ary  Ife  require  lefs 
food^  longer  fafling^  njuarmer  reforafives^ 
and  fhorter  fleeps  than  labouring  aSlive 
people:  Hence  damp  weather,  and  the 
winter  feafon,  is  moft  apt  to  create  thofe 
morbific  collections  ;  although  the  effeCts 
‘‘  of  them  are  not  always  felt  before  the 
‘‘  approach  of  fpring.” 

But  when  the  gout  becomes  inveterate, 
the  gouty  pains  begin  as  foon  as  the  wea¬ 
ther  becomes  cold,  and  continue  the  whole 
winter  :  ftill,  however,  every  real  fit  is  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  diforder  of  the  ftomach,  and  thofe 
other  fymptoms  of  an  atrabilious  conftitu- 
tlon,  to  which  1  give  the  name  of  the  ter^ 
rent  Id  fehrie  podagric:^. 
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The  chronic  diftemper,  then,  is  the  origi¬ 
nal  caufe  of  all  ;  by  it  the  morbific  matter 
is  fabricated  ;  that  matter  colleded,  and 
much  vitiated,  produces  the  terrentia ;  and 
the  fit,  or  fever,  is  only  the  neceffary  confe- 
quence,  and  indeed  I  may  fay,  the  only  cure 
of  thofe  terrentia  ;  for  after  the  gouty  mat¬ 
ter  is  fabricated  and  colled;ed  to  that  degree, 
fo  as  to  produce  the  terrentia^  we  do  not 
find  that  the  ufe  of  other  evacuations  is 
falutary,  nor  quite  adequate,  without  a  fit. 
But  before  I  proceed  to  the  fpecial  method 
of  treating  the  terrentia^  I  muft  difcufs  the 
ufe  and  abufe  of  flrong  liquors,  and  milk 
diet,  in  the  generality  of  gouty  people. 

SECTION  VI. 

Strong  Liquors, 

‘‘  GOUTY  perfons,  fays  Sydenham,  p. 
492,  fee.  47,  fhould  make  it  a  rule,  todrink 
fuch  liquors  as  will  not  inebriate  if  drank 
“  in  a  large  quantity,  or  injure  the  ftomach 
“  by  their  chilncfs;  of  this  kind,  as  1  before 
hinted,  is  our  common  fmall  beer  ;  and  - 
‘‘  in  all  other  countries  a  fimilar  liquor  may 
‘‘  be  prepared  by  diluting  wine  well  with 
‘‘  water.  As  to  water  alone,  I  efteem  it 
“  crude  and  pernicious,  to  fuch  as  ha%)e 
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been  accujlomed  to  very  flrong  liquors^  and 
have  found  it  fo  to  my  cod  ;  but  young 
perfons  may  drink  it  with  fafety  ;  and  it 
is  at  this  day  the  common  drink  of  the 
‘‘  greatefi:  part  of  mankind,  who  are  hap- 
pier  in  their  poverty,  than  we  with  all 
our  luxury  and  abundance. 

“  This  is  confirmed  by  the  great  niim- 
ber  of  difeafes  with  which  we  are  afflidled 
upon  this  account,  as  the  ftone,  gout, 
apoplexy,  palfy,  &c.  befides  the  injury 
‘‘  done,  to  the  mind,  in  being  drove  from 
its  natural  rectitude  by  the  difturbance 
which  the  fiery  fpirits  of  fuch  liquors, 
together  v^^ith  the  animal  fpirits  which  af- 
fift  the  thinking  powers,  occafion  ;  by 
‘‘  volatilizing  the  mind  too  much,  and  fug- 
‘‘  gefling  vain  and  idle  notions,  inflead  of 
folid  and  weighty  reafonings  ;  and  thus 
at  length  rendering  us  drolls  and  buffoons 
‘‘  inftead  of  wife  men  ;  between  which  the 
‘‘  difference  is  almoft  as  great,  as  betv^eeig 
“  fubflance  and  a  fhadow 

The 

%  T'his  idea  of  volatilizing  ihe  thinking  faculties,  by 
the  ^bufe  of  fpirituous  liquors, brings  to  my  remembrance 
whu  1  have  obferved  among  the  modern  riotous  wine- 
bibhers  ;  w’ho,  by  talking  blafphemy  and' treafon,  have 
pair  d  for  men  of  wit  and  underftanding  among  their 
ignorant,  profane  companions  and  abettors;  but  on 
ferious  examination,  were  only  the  volatile,  thoughtlefs 
fq^s  of  intoxicatiuq. 


[  41  ] 

The  daily  and  conftant  ufe  of  ftrong  li^ 
quors  as  a  part  of  diet,  is  certainly  very 
pernicious ;  whereas,  if  they  were  ufed  as 
medicine  only,  they  might  be  of  great  fer- 
vice  on  many  occafions,  Ikilfully  and  pro¬ 
perly  adrniniftered,  according  to  the  exi-' 
gency  of  the  cafe ;  which  advantage  is 
chiefly  loft  by  the  continual  ufe  of  them, 
even  in  moderation. 

But  it  mufl;  be  noted,  that  cuftom  is  a  fe^ 
cond  nature,  and  quick  tranfitions  will  not 

In  religion  they  are  ill  informed,  prophane  and 
blafphemous  ;  in  morality,  profligate  and  abandoned, 
without  (hame,  honour  or  truth  ;  without  reverence  to 
God,  and  deftitute  of  love  or  gratitude  to  either  man 
or  woman,  and  of  every  principle  that  ought  to  influ¬ 
ence  or  diredf  the  condu6f  of  a  rational,  thinking  per- 
fon.  In  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  they  are 
diforderly  fpendthrifts,  and  foon  become  defperate 
gamblers  and  fwindlers,  being  deprived  of  property, 
credit,  or  refource.  Their  toothlefs,  bloated  counte¬ 
nances  mark  the  difeafed  date  of  their  rotten  carcafes  ; 
reduced  to  a  {linking  mafs  of  corruption,  even  before 
death.  In  fhort,  as  they  are  the  mod:  prating,  noify, 
impudent,  and  adbming,  fo  they  are  the  mod  truly 
defpicable,  ^votthlefs,  difeafed  and  wretched  of  all 
living  creatures. 

Such  are  the  riotous  drunkards  among  the  gentry 
of  this  age  ;  but  among  the  lower  fort  of  people,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  almofl  all  the  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  every  day,  are  only  the  efFeils  of  the  abufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors  ;  and  very  much  of  the  difeafes  and 
mifery  of  the  poor  people  arife  from  the  fame  caufe, 
befides  the  deflrmflion  occafioned  among  poor  women 
apd  their  offspring  !  I  wifh  there  was  no  drong  drink 
jn  all  this  kingdoni. 


agree 
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agree  with  weak  or  worn'conftitutions.  In 
thefe,all  alterations  muft  be  made  gradually, 
and  with  much  circumfpeition,  always  at¬ 
tending  carefully  to  ihQ  juvantia  and  Ideden^ 
tidy  according  to  the  great  variety  of  con- 
ftitutions. 


SECTION  VII. 

Milk  Diet. 

A  MILK  DIET,  fays  Sydenham,  p. 
4H9,  fee.  45.  or  the  drinking  of  milk, 
‘‘  either  as  it  comes  from  the  cow,  or  boiled, 
‘‘  without  adding  any  thing  to  it,  except 
perhaps  a  piece  of  bread  once  a  day,  hath 
“  been  much  ufed  thefe  twenty  years  pafl, 
and  hath  done  more  fervice  in  abund- 
‘‘  ance  of  gouty  fubjeils,  whilft  they  per- 
filled  in  it  exadly,  than  all  other  kinds 
‘‘  of  remedies :  But  upon  quitting  it,  and  re- 
turning  to  the  ordinary  way  of  living  of 
‘‘  healthy  perfons,  though  they  ufed  the 
mildeft  and  flenderefi;  diet,  the  gout  im- 
“  mediately  returned  with  more  violence 
“  than  ever ;  for  as  this  regimen  weakens 
“  the  conftitution,  the  patient  cannot  fo 
“  well  ftruggle  with  the  diftemper  ;  whence 
of  courfe  it  proves  more  dangerous  and 
“  lading. 

Whoever 
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Whoever  therefore  intends  to  purfue 
this  regimen,  ought  before-hand  to  con- 
fider  maturely,  whether  he  be  able  to 
‘‘  perfevere  in  it  for  life ;  which  perhaps 
he  may  find  too  much  for  him,  though' 
‘‘  he  fhould  be  a  perfon  of  great  refolution: 
“  For  I  knew  a  nobleman,  who,  after  liv- 
‘‘  Ing  a  whole  year  on  milk  only  with  much 
pleafure,  during  which  time  he  had  one 
or  more  motions  every  day,  was  con- 
{trained  to  leave  it  off,  becaufe  he  grew 
coftive  on  a  fudden,  the  temper  of  his 
body  altered,  and  his  fiomach  at  length 
“  naufeated  milk,  though  he  had  ftill  a 
“  liking  to  it. 

‘‘  Again  it  is  obfervable,  that  fome  hy- 
pochondriac  perfons,  of  a  grofs  habit  of 
body,  or  thoi'e  who  have  been  long  ufed 
to  drink  fpirituous  liquors  freely,  cannot 
‘‘  bear  milk;  efpecially  if  they  are  fat^ 
bloated^  bilious^  or  fuhjedl  to  violent  in-- 
jlammatmis, 

“  Further,  the  fhort  and  fleeting  benefit 
which  thofe  who  can  bear  milk  receive 
from  this  regimen,  is  not  only  derivable 
“  from  its  exceeding  fimplicity  (whence  I 
‘‘  doubt  not  but  water-gruel  may  have  the 
lame  erfecl,  provided  the  ftomach  will 
‘‘  bear  it),  but  from  its  rendering  the  blood 
‘‘  fofter  and  fmoother,  by  blunting  the 
fharp  particles  contained  in  the  mafs:. 

“  And 
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And  moreover,  which  I  efteem  the  prm- 
cipal  thing,  milk  being  an  aliment  abfo- 
lutely  unfit  for  grown  perfons,  repreffes 
that  turgelTence  or  plenitude  of  the  hu- 
mours  which  occafions  the  gout ;  and  for 
this  reafon,  the  few  with  whom  it  agrees 
‘‘  efcape  this  difeafe  fo  long  as  they  live 
upon  milk  only,  but  no  longer. 

For  as  it  runs  diredily  counter  to  the 
original  caiife  of  the  gout,  which  is  the 
debility  of  the  digeftions  and  fermenta- 
tions ;  it  does  much  more  mifchief  in 
this  refpedl:,  than  benefit  in  the  other : 
And  for  w^ant  of  attending  fufficiently  to 
this  particular,  fome  inconfiderate  perfons 
have  fallen  into  grofs  and  rnanifeftly  fa- 
tal  errors ;  having,  by  attempting  to 
conquer  the  containing  caufe  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  namely,  the  heat  and  acrimony  of 
the  humours,  deftroyed  the  digeflions, 
and  all  the  natural  funSions.” 

If  a  French  anatomift,  or  a  German  che- 
mift,  had  told  me  that  new  milk  was  an  im¬ 
proper  diet,  even  for  gouty  people,  I  fliould 
have  anfwered  them  by  repeating  the  old 
adage,  optimus  anatomicus ^  opti77ius  chemicus^ 
pejjimus  mediciis :  Becaufe  1  know  that  the 
gentlemen  who  exped:  to  invefiigate  the 
nature  and  cure  of  difeafes  by  thofe  arts, 
are  often  miftaken  themfelves,  and  apt  to 
miflead  others :  But  Sydenham’s  mode  of 

invefti- 
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inveftigatlon  was  very  different;  he  depend¬ 
ed  on  nothing  but  obfervatlon  and  matters 
of  fa£t ;  in  which  he  has  been  fo  fuccefsful, 
that  when  he  is  pointed  and  pofitive,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  I  always  find  his  obferva'- 
tions  well-founded.  The  fadl  then  is,  That 
new  milk,  boiled  or  unboiled,  is,  in  general, 
an  improper  conjiant  diet  for  people  ill  of 
an  inveterate  gout;  and  indeed  when  we 
confider  the  nature  of  new  milk  from  the 
cow,  there  are  many  plain  reafons  why  it 
fhould.  New  milk  contains  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  animal  fat ;  a  confiderable  portion 
of  animal,  coagulable  lymph  5  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  water ;  and  a  quantity  of  faccharine 
vegetable  fait,  fuflicient  to  unite  the  whole 
into  a  fmooth,  w^hite,  delicious  liquor. 

By  the  well-known  operation  of  churn¬ 
ing,  the  fat,  or  butter,  is  eafily  feparated 
from  the  milk ;  and  being  kept,  becomes 
fooner,  and  more  confiderably  rank,  than 
vegetable  oils ;  hence  I  call  it  animal  fat, 
not  unlike  fuet.  By  rennette,  or  indeed 
fimple  keeping,  the  lymph  coagulates ;  and 
being  feparated  from  the  whey,  and  expofed 
to  the  air,  it  becomes  putrid  like  blood  ;  and 
therefore  i  call  it  animal  lymph  ;  for  I  know 
of  no  vegetable  fluid  that  will  coagulate, 
'and  afterwards  putrify  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  cheefe  does. 


The 
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The  refiduum  or  whey,  is  a  mixture  of 
fugar  and  water  ;  I  mean  the  v/hey  of  but¬ 
ter  milk;  for  the  whey  of  new  milk  contains 
very  much  of  the  oily  part  :  this  liquor 
being  expofed  to  the  warm  air,  goes  into  a 
vinous,  and  foon  after  into  a  vinegar-  fer¬ 
mentation,  like  the  juice  of  vegetables. 

New  milk,  then,  is  a  mixture  of  animal 
and  vegetable  fubftances,  containing  every, 
fpecies  of  nourifhment,  efpecially  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  coagulable  lymph,  of 
the  fame  nature  with  .the  white  of  egg,  or 
ferum  of  blood ;  from  which,  njue  believe^ 
nutrition  is  chiefly  fabricated  in  the  living, 
animal :  for  the  moft  common  idea  of  nu¬ 
trition  is,  that  the  food  is  digefted  into  a 
thin  pulp  containing  an  imperfect  milk, 
which  being  abforbed  by  the  ladeal  veffels, 
the  remainder  is  evacuated  in  the  form  of 
faeces  :  But  the  imperfedl  milk,  or  chyle ^  be¬ 
ing  mixed  with  much  animalized  juices,  and 
carried  into  the  blood,  is  firfl:  converted  into 
real,  coagulable  milk,  then  into  pure  ferum, 
and  finally  into  red  blood,  or  folid  fiber  ; 
while  the  rejtduum  of  every  operation  is 
continually  drained  off  through  different 
ftrainers,  and  for  different  purpofes;  till 
fome  part  being  rendered  quite  ufelefs,  or 
even  offenfive  to  the  animal  oeconomy,  it  is 
expelled  through  the  various  excretories 
fitted  for  the  purpofe. 


New 
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New  milk  then,  confidered  as  diet,  Is  half 
animalized  ;  is  neither  acid  nor  alkaline, 
neither  feptic  nor  antifeptic  *,  phiogiftic 
nor  antiphlogiftic  ;  but  a  fubftantial,  fimple 
nourlfhment.  It  feems  that,  as  nature  in¬ 
tended  water  for  the  common  drink  of  all 
animals,  fo  milk  is  intended  as  a  pnhulwn 
iiniverfale  for  all  animals,  fo  long  as  they 
keep  health,  and  take  proper  exercife;  for  a 
perfon  who  lives  on  new  milk  requires  much 
exercife,  as  may  be  feen  by  obferving  the 
fucking  animals  ;  who  are  more  fpirited, 
playful,  and  aftive  than  any  other,  and  re¬ 
quire  much  and  conftant  motion;  elfe  they 
fobii  become  difeafed. 

But  as  foon  as  an  animal  becomes  fickly, 
unable  or  unwilling  to  take  hard  exercife, 
then  new  milk  is  too  rich  a  diet ;  for  that 
which  is  moft  proper  for  an  adlive,  healthy 
perfon,  muft  be  improper  for  a  fickly,  un-* 
adlive  one  :  Hence  the  reafon  why  new  milk 
difagrees  with  the  generality  of  gouty  peo¬ 
ple  ;  becaufe  they  often  depend  on  the  diet 
alone,  and  negledt  the  hard  exercife  equally 
effential.  The  difference  of  temperament 
muft  alfo  be  taken  into  the  account  5  for  all 
gouty  people  are  not  exadtly  of  the  fame  na¬ 
tural  temperament ;  the  former  difeafes,  the 
fort  of  gout,  and  even  the  different  ftages  of 
it,  muft  be  confidered ;  iht  ter  rent  ia^  begin¬ 
ning,  ftate,  decline,  and  termination. 


Sup- 


[  48  ] 

Suppofe  a  perfon  fubje^t  to  inflammadorijj 
new  milk  would  encreafe  the  fizy  lentor  ; 
but  take  away  the  coagulum,  and  the  whey 
will  anfwer  every  purpofe,  till  the  danger 
from  inflammation  is  removed. 

Suppofe  a  man  bloated,  fat,  and  bilious ; 
to  make  milk  agree  with  him,  you  muft 
take  away  both  the  butter  and  curd ;  and 
give  him  only  the  whey  of  fkimmed  milk, 
or  of  butter-milk,  till  the  bile  is  corrected, 
or  evacuated. 

But  fuppofe  a  man  worn  by  pain  and 
hedic  fever,  unable  to  digeft  new  milk  of 
any  kind,  and  yet  in  great  need  of  nutri¬ 
tious,  coagulable  lymph;  in  fuch  a  cafe  he 
will  probably  agree  with  butter-milk;  which 
contains  all  the  coagulable  lymph  of  new 
milk,  fo  mixed  with  vegetable  fait,  fo  dilu¬ 
ted  with  water,  and  fo  broken  by  churning, 
as  to  be  eafily  digefted  by  a  very  weak  fto- 
mach ;  for  beating  has  the  fame  effed  on 
milk,  as  it  has  on  an  egg  ;  that  is,  of  ren¬ 
dering  it  light  on  the  ftomach,  without  alter¬ 
ing  the  nutritious  qualities  of  it.  But  the 
great  advantage  of  churning  is,  taking  a- 
way  the  butter;  which  always  becomes  ran¬ 
cid  in  weak  ftomachs,  although  it  agrees  fo 
Well  with  people  in  full  health  and  ftrong 
exercife. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  although  new  milk  is 
proper  only  for  healthy,  adive  people,  yet 

it 
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it  may  be  fo  prepared  as  to  agree  with  in¬ 
valids  alfo;  efpecially  with  the  addition 
of  bread,  fruit,  &c.  And  this  agrees  with 
what  may  be  feen  among  the  poorer  people 
in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  where  they 
are  obliged  to  live  on  milk,  oatmeal,  and 
potatoes,  without  any  variety,  for  a  long 
lifetime  ;  they  are  expofed  to  cold,  hunger, 
and  fatigue;  fleep  on  hard  beds;  are  ill 
covered,  and  ufe  water  for  common  drink : 
Hence  they  are  able  to  digeft  milk  perfe£tly, 
and  continue  in  good  health  for  many 
years ;  indeed  milk  is  the  bafis  of  all  their 
difhes.  But  if  by  any  accident  they  con- 
tradl  a  difeafe,  they  are  obliged  to  part  with 
their  diet  of  new  milk,  and  reduce  their 
food  to  whey  or  water-gruel ;  that  is,  to 
a  diet  much  lighter  and  lefs  nourifhing  than 
milk,  and  not  return  to  milk  till  they  have 
quite  recovered  their  health;  for  Sydenham 
is  miflaken  when  he  thinks  water-gruel 
equal  to  new  milk.  Seeds  indeed  are  more 
nourifhing  than  the  leaves  of  plants,  as 
containing  moft  oil ;  which  appears  from 
the  effedt  of  feeding  cattle  and  poultry  with 
grain :  gruel,  emulfions,  and  whey,  are 
nearly  equal.  But  to  make  any  emulfion 
of  grain  or  nuts  equally  nourifhing  with 
new  milk,  you  muft  add  the  animalifed, 
coagulable  lymph,  or  that  which  forms  the 
curd  of  milk.  If  a  man  will  live  on  gruel, 
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With  the  addition  of  eggs,  oiflers,  crawfifli, 
or  fnails,  /then  indeed  his  diet  will  refemble 
new  milk. 

The  difli  which  refembles  new  milk  the 
moft,  is  broths  prepared  from  the  flefti  of 
animals,  with  vegetables,  fait,  and  much 
water :  thefe  become  four  by  long  keeping, 
like  milk;  part  with  their  fat  when  cold, 
like  milk;  and  finally,  curdle  and  become 
four,  not  unlike  milk.  Nothing  admits  of 
fo  much  variety  as  thofe  vegeto-animal 
'  broths,  which  may  be  fo  prepared  as  to  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  of  diet,  with  or  without 
the  addition  of  bread. 

For  many  years  Montpelier  was  famous 
for  curing  chronic  difeafes,  efpecially  the 
gout ;  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the 
art  of  preparing  a  vaft  variety  of  medicated 
broths  and  bouillions^  according  to  rules 
taught  by  the  moft  able  phyficians  of  thofe 
days,  when  Montpelier  flouriftied  as  the 
oldeft  and  beft  fchool  of  medicine  then  in 
Europe. 

New  milk  and  ftrong  foups  will  not 
agree  with  weak  ftomachs  ;  but  butter-milk 
and  fmall  broths  may.  In  general,  the 
milk-eaters  allow  themfelves  too  great  a 
quantity ;  and  even  Dr.  Cheyne,  when  he 
reduced  his  fat  by  the  whey  of  butter-milk, 
i.  e.  uuigg^  allowed  himfelf  fuch  a  quantity 
of  fruit,  roots,  greens,  and  bread,  as  no 
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ftomach  but  his  would  digeft :  the  quantity 
therefore  deferves  confideration,  as  well  as 
the  quality  of  our  food. 

SECTION  VIII. 

The  Nature  of  different  'Suhfances  in  ufe 
as  a  Part  of  Diet^ 

HAVING  dlfcuffed  the  fluids  in  com¬ 
mon  ufe,  it  now  remains  that  we  fhould 
confider  the  more  folid  part  of  diet,  with 
regard,  ift,  to  quality;  2dly, quantity  ;  and, 
3dly,  the  proper  feafons  of  eating,  as  far 
as  experience,  in  the  generality  of  gouty 
fubjedfs,  can  dire£t  us. 

I  ft.  With  regard  to  the  quality;  Themoft 
rich,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  the  moft  grofs  of 
all  eating,  is  the  raw  fat  and  flefh  of  ftall- 
fed  animals  ;  and  that  in  diredf  proportion 
to  the  rawnefs  and  fatnefs  thereof:  the 
next  is,  difties  prepared  from  the. fat  and 
blood  of  animal  flefh,  fiich  as  jelly  broths, 
and  ftrong  gravy  foups  ;  then  butter  and 
cheefe,  or  the  fat  and  gravy  (if  I  may  fo 
fpeak)  of  new  milk.  Vegeto-animal  broths, 
and  new  milk,  may  be  accounted  folid  food, 
becaufe  they  are  quite  fufficient  nourifh- 
ment,  without  any  addition,  to  any  perfon 
in  moderate  cxercife :  in  general,  white  flefh 
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is  ligliter  than  black  flefh  ;  and  young  ani¬ 
mals  are  more  delicate  than  old  ones ;  the 
lishteft  of  all  animal  food  is  the  flefh  of 
animals  confined  within  (hells ;  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  fi(h  ;  and  tripe,  prepared  properly 
without  the  fat. 

The  more  ravenous  the  animal,  and  the 
ftronger  he  is,  the  lefs  tender  is  his  flefh ; 
and  what  we  fay  of  land  animals,  is  alfo 
true  of  water  animals  in  general,  or  with  a 
few  exceptions. 

Of  vegetables,  the  diihes  prepared  from 
nuts,  grain,  and  feeds,  are  the  moft  fub- 
ftantial  nouri(hment;  and  next  to  them,  the 
fweet  efculent  roots  are  more  nourifliing 
than  the  leaves  of  plants,  excepting  only 
the  colewort,  and  its  kinds ;  perhaps  the 
young  (hoots  of  the  bread-tree,  or  cabbage- 
tree,  or  fome  fruits  not  in  common  ufe 
amongfi:  us ;  for  all  our  fruits,  when  come 
to  maturity,  afford  the  lighted  of  all  nou- 
ridiment,  except  the  pure  whey  of  milk, 
and  the  leaves  of  plants. 

Butter-milk  is  a  fpecies  of  nourifhment 
Jill  generis:  in  the  cafes  where  it  is  required, 
1  know  no  fuccedaneum  for  butter-milk,  juft 
upon  the  turn. 

By  varying  and  compounding  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  fubfiances  according  to  art,  much 
may  be  done  to  corre£t  the  errors,  and  fup- 
ply  the  defeds  in  a  conftitution  \  for  in 
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judging  of  the  quality  of  food,  we  are  to 
conlider,  not  only  what  digefts  eafily,  but 
alfo  what  affords  that  fort  of  nouriihmeot 
w^hich  the  particular  cafe  requires. 

2dly.  With  regard  to  quantity,  every 
one  muft  judge  for  himfelf ;  the  moft  that 
any  man  can  require  is  the  allowance  of 
an  able  feaman ;  and  the  very  fhort  allow¬ 
ance  on  which  feamen  have  been  obliged 
to  live,  on  fome  occafions,  will  tell  how 
little  is  required  to  fubfift  an  hard  working 
man,  as  every  feaman  muft  be,  efpecially 
in  bad  weather.  Now  we  all  know,  that 
victuals  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  and  duration  of  labour,  both  in 
quantity  and  quality  ;  how  little  and  how 
light  then  ought  to  be  the  diet  of  an  opu¬ 
lent  citizen  of  London  ?  The  grofleft  diet 
ought  to  be  the  leaft  in  quantity. 

The  capacity  of  the  ftomach  depends 
upon  habit,  A  man  may,  by  frequent  dif- 
tenfion,  ftretch  his  ftomach  beyond  the 
natural  fize ;  and  indeed  a  big  belly  is  now 
fo  common  to  us,  that  we  hardly  confider 
it  as  any  very  great  deformity;  more  than 
the  Piedmontefe  do  their  goitatre^  or  prodi¬ 
gious  fwelling,  round  their  chaps. 

I  wifh  all  reafonable  people  to  confider, 
that  they  ought  to  eat  enough  to  recruit 
the  tear  and  wear  only,  and  not  to  feed 
themfelves  like  cattle,  whofe  value  is  their 

E  3  weight. 


[  54  ]  ' 

weight.  I  believe  the  beft  general  rule  is,' 
to  eat  of  one  thing  only  in  one  repaft,  and 
then  the  appetite  will  leldom  deceive ;  but 
one  is  in  great  danger  of  an  indigeftlon 
from  variety;  and  frequent  indigeftions  will 
breed  chronic  difeafes,  and  fo  forth. 

3dly.  As  to  the  proper  feafons  for  eat* 
ing  our  principal  meal,  let  us  take  the 
advantage  of  Sydenham's  obfervation,  as 
far  as  he  gives  it,  p.  488,  fee. 44. 

As  to  the  times  of  eating,”  fays  he, 
‘‘  only  dining  is  neceffary ;  for  as  the  night 
Ihould  feern  peculiarly  defigned  to  digeft 
the  humours,  it  would  be  wrong  to  wafte 
‘‘  that  time  in  digefting  the  aliment.  For 
this  reafon,  gouty  perfons  fliould  forbear 
fuppers;  but  they  may  drink  a  large 
draught  of  fmall  beer,  as  being  gene* 
“  rally  fubjed  to  the  ftone  in  the  kidnies, 
which  this  liquor  may  prevent.’’ 

At  all  times  and  feafons,  I  am  certain, 
it  is  improper,  for  gouty  people,  to  eat  folid 
food  after  dinner;*  but  very  early  in  the 
morning  they  may  eat  a  ,good  bafon  of 
panado  or  gruel,  with  new  milk,  and  a 
flice  of  bread  ;  or  tea  or  cocoa,  or  water- 
chocolate  with  milk,  fugar,  and  dry  bread, 
by  way  of  breakfaft ;  eat  fruit  with  bread, 
and  drink  aglafs  of  water,  by  way  of  lunch¬ 
eon,  at  noon;  and  end  the  day  by  a  plain 
diaoer  at  a  late  hour,  luppofe  four  o’clock. 
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SECTION  IX. 

Special  Method  of  treating  the  Terrentia. 

IN  cafes  of  Incipient  gout,  when  the 
conftitution  has  not  fuffered  from  age  or 
infirmity,  the  gouty  feelings  may  be  carried 
off  without  a  fit,  and  the  original  chronic 
difeafe  radically  cured  afterwards,  as  has 
been  faid  in  the  firft  and  third  Chapters  of 
this  Effay.  But  in  cafes  of  inveterate 
gout,  or  broken  conftitutions,  it  is  always 
difficult,  and  fometimes  impoffible,  to  cure 
the  original  chronic  difeafe,  now  become 
quite  conftitutional. 

In  fuch  cafes,  gouty  matter  will  be  fabri¬ 
cated,  colle6:ed,  and  become  acrid ;  pro¬ 
ducing  many  troublefome  and  painful 
fymptoms,  called  terrentia  febris podagric 
which  cannot  be  removed  with  propriety, 
without  a  regular  fit  of  gout,  or  depuratory 
fever  Jiii  generic  at  certain  feafons ;  the 
artificial  evacuations  being  found  infuffi- 
cient  tor  the  purpofe,  and  the  frequent  ufe 
of  them,  of  dangerous  confeqiience,  in 
ftich  cafes,  as  has  been  already  obferved. 

i  he  prefent  queftion  then  is,  fuppofing 
the  matter  colleded,  and  the  terrentia  come 
on,  what  can  art  do  to  affift  in  concoding 
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and  expelling  this  matter,  with  propriety, 
advantage,  and  effeft,  according  to  the  re¬ 
gular,  common  courfe  of  nature  ? 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  fay,  it  is  not  good  prac¬ 
tice  to  endeavour  to  prevent  a  fit  by  large 
bleedings,  nor  by  ftrong  and  repeated 
purges ;  nor  by  a  very  fpare,  low  diet ;  nor 
by  frequent  warm  bathing,  and  fweating 
in  bed  ;  neither  is  it  falutary  to  force  fweat, 
nor  to  precipitate  a  fit  by  powerful  fudo- 
rifics :  but  there  are  three  intentions  of 
affifting  nature,  which  may  be  profecuted 
with  advantage,  during  the  terrentia^  and 
perfifted  in  till  the  formed  fit  takes  place. 

I  ft.  By  a  proper  attention  to  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  [diet,  the  hours  of  eating, 
fleeping,  and  taking  exercife,  we  may  mo¬ 
derate  the  quantity,  and  corredt  the  acri¬ 
mony  of  the  morbid  matter ;  which  intention 
may  be  much  aflifted  by  keeping  the  na¬ 
tural  fecretions  and  excretions  in  good 
order  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflary,  in  fome  cafes,  to  give  a  gentle  puke ; 
to  open  the  body  by  a  fmall  dofe  of  the 
fulphur  eledtuary  going  to  bed ;  to  give  a 
few  grains  of  rhubarb  every  day  before 
dinner  ;  and  to  increafe  the  bed-coverings, 
or  wearing  apparel. 

In  all  cafes  of  low  fpirlts,  loft  appetite, 
or  flatulent  digeftlon  of  food,  one  ought 
to  avoid  fat,  butter,  all  raw,  grofs,  or  greafy 
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food,  or  things  of  difficult  digeftlon,  fuch 
as  falted  and  fmoked  meat,  &c. 

2dly.  To  affift  nature  in  conceding  the 
morbid  matter,  and  fitting  it  for  expulfion, 
in  weakly  conftitutions,  befides  attention 
to  diet  and  exercife,  I  have  often  found  it 
neceffary  to  order  an  additional  quantity 
of  wine  after  dinner ;  to  put  fome  wine  in 
all  their  fippings,  and  to  take  fome  mild, 
cordial  bitters,  with  a  few  drops  of  fteel 
wine  twice  in  the  day ;  and  to  add  feafon* 
ing  to  their  food,  fuch  as  garlic,  onion,  fait, 
and  pepper,  or  muftard. 

3dly.  As  foon  as  the  ftomach  is  eafy, 
the  fpirits  relieved,  and  a  keen  appetite, 
with  a  quick  digeftion  of  viduals,  come  on, 
then  I  conclude  that  codion  has  partly 
taken  place,  and  that  I  may  look  for  a  fit 
in  a  few  days.  I  flop  all  medicine  there¬ 
fore,  and  think  of  nothing  but  direding 
the  digefted  matter  to  the  lower  extremi¬ 
ties  ;  efpecially  I  order  the  feet  to  be  kept 
warm  in  bed  during  the  ufual  hours  of 
fleep ;  and  to  drink  a  draught  of  wine 
whey,  or  gruel  with  fome  wine  going  to 
bed,  inftead  of  fupper;  by  which  means  I 
exped  to  dilute  and  dired  the  conceded 
matter  towards  thofe  organs  which  are  moft 
proper  for  the  reception  of  gouty  matter, 
according  to  the  well  known  natural  hifiory 
and  ufual  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
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SECTION  X. 

Formed  Fit^  how  treated  in  general, 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  the  fpecial  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  the  formed,  regular  fit  of 
fimple  gout,  I  muft  take  notice  of  an  error 
I  have  often  met  with.  Some  people  have 
imagined  that  there  is  a  certain  diet  adapted 
to  the  gout,  in  all  cafes,  Rages,  and  confii- 
tutions  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  diet 
muft  be  varied  not  only  according  to  the 
conflitution  of  the  individual,  in  this  as  in 
all  difeafes,  but  the  interval  requires  a  diet 
different  from  the  terrentia ;  the  beginning 
of  the  paroxyfm  different  from  the  termi¬ 
nation,  and  from  the  remiffion  between  two 
paroxyfms  ;  and  fo  every  alteration,  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  requires  a  fpecies  of 
diet  fuited  thereto.  Upon  the  perfect 
knowledge  of  this  depends  very  much  the 
dexterity  of  treating  a  regular  fit,  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end ;  for  in  this  particular  fever 
we  are  to  fupply,  by  diet  alone,  all  the 
evacuations  and  medicines  commonly  ufed 
in  other  depuratory  fevers,  and  yet  to  render 
it  as  effeftual  for  the  purpofe  of  defpu- 
mation. 

In  confidering  the  progrefs  of  a  regular 
cardinal  fit,  I  have  often  compared  the  gout 
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to  the  ague.  There  is  one  gout  of  the 
fpring,  and  another  of  the  autumn,  each 
partaking  a  little  of  the  epidemic  conftitu- 
tion  of  thofe  feafons,  like  the  ague  :  it  re¬ 
mits  from  the  beginning,  like  the  ague. 
Sometimes  there  is  a  regular  paroxyfni 
every  twenty  hours,  one  more  confiderable 
than  the  other  alternately,  like  a  double 
tertian  ;  fometimes  there  is  a  good  day,  and 
a  bad  day  alternately,  like  a  fingle  tertian  ; 
fometimes  there  are  two  good  days  between 
every  two  paroxyfms,  like  a  quartan  ;  and 
finally,  there  is  an  abfolute  intermiffion,  or 
abfence  of  fever  towards  the  conclufion. 
The  fwelling  and  tendernefs  of  the  af¬ 
fected  joints  do  not  intermit,  that  is,  the 
febris  in  parte ;  but  the  general  fever,  the 
frigus  febrile^  the  rigor  febrilis^  the  anxietas^ 
calor^  fit  is  ^  piilfiis  celer^  (^c.  do  really  dif- 
appear  during  the  well  days;  and  all  return 
again,  nearly  at  ftated  times. 

This  fever,  then,  ought  to  be  treated 
like  a  peculiar  remitting,  intermitting,  de- 
puratory  fever,  which  does  not  well  bear 
bleeding,  vomiting,  purging,  fweating,  nor 
any  low  living,  unlefs  in  the  beginning,  or 
in  fome  particular  cafes  and  conftitutions ; 
in  which,  however,  fome  evacuations  may 
alfo  be  occafionally  neceflary,  as  fhall  be 
explained  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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At  prefent  I  will  confider  the  fingle^  re¬ 
gular  gout  only  ;  and  fimply  narrate  that 
treatment  which  I  have  recommended  for 
feveral  years  pafi;;  by  which  the  fits  have 
been  gradually  ihortened,  and  rendered  fa 
effedual  for  the  purpofe  of  depuration, 
that  by  a  ftridt  attention  to  diet,  air,  ex- 
ercife,  and  mild  ftomachics  afterwards,  the 
intervals  have  been  gradually  more  and 
more  lengthened;;  and  finally,  the  cardinal 
fits  reduced,  or,  for  aught  I  at  prefent 
know,  altogether  prevented  in  fome  cafes. 

Suppofe,  then,  a  man  goes  to  bed,  in  his 
ufual  ftate  of  health,  on  the  Monday  night, 
but  is  difturbed  foon  after  midnight  with  a 
chilly  fit,  fucceeded  by  a  fharp  pain  in  his 
foot,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  heat; 
both|Which  enereafe  every  hour  all  day  and 
all  night  on  Tuefday,  till  about  two  o’clock 
on  Wednefday  morning;  when  he  is  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  gentle  perfpiration,  and  a  quiet, 
foundifh  fleep  of  four,  or  five,  or  even  fix 
hours ;  then  he  wakes  much  refrefhed ; 
and  the  heat,  pain,  tendernefs,  and  reft- 
lefsnefs  of  the  foot  are  the  chief  complaints 
now  remaining. 

In  this  fituation  I  firfl  fee  him,  fuppofe 
about  eleven  o’clock  on  Wednefday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  find  that  he  has  gone  through  a 
regular,  perfect  paroxyfm  of  gout ;  but 
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Upon  examining  the  tongue,  it  is  not  quite 
clean  ;  nor  is  the  pulfe  quite  calm  5  nor  the 
{kin  fo  cool  as  it  ought;  nor  the  urine  hy- 
poftatic.  It  is  therefore  a  very  confiderable 
remiffioa,  but  by  no  means  an  intermiffion; 
and  hence  you  are  pretty  certain  that  ic 
will  return  again  at,  or  before  two  o’clock 
on  Thurfday  morning.  What  then  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  is,  only  to  procure  prefen t 
relief,  as  far  as  may  be  done,  with  pro¬ 
priety,  in  this  particular  fever,  which  does 
not  agree  with  plentiful  evacuations  of  any 
fort ;  and  then  to  prepare  for  the  return  of 
the  fecond  paroxyfm,  which  will  come  on 
in  twelve  or  fourteen  hours. 

For  thefe  purpofes  I  advife,  i.  That  the 
patient  keep  his  bed.  2<.  That  the  part 
affected  be  put  up  in  flieeps  wool,  and  then 
covered  all  over  v/ith  an  oil-fkin,  or  lamb’s- 
fkiii.  3.  That  a  motion  be  invited,  by 
throwing  up  a  pint  of  gruel  or  broth  by 
way  of  clyfter.  And,  4.  That  he  live  on 
fluids  only. 

Now  the  proper  fluids  for  a  gouty  perfon 
are  Imaller  than  wine,  but  ftronger  than 
water ;  fuch  are  whey,  made,  fuppofe^  of 
half  a  pint  of  fack  or  good  mountain,  half 
a  pint  of  w^ater,  and  a  quart  of  milk  ;  pa- 
nado,  or  fago,  or  gruel  with  fugar,  and  a 
gill  of  wine  to  every  pint  of  liquor;  or 
brown  caudle,  that  is,  gruel,  with  half  a 
pint  of  beer  to  every  pint  of  gruel. 
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On  Thurfday  I  expefl  neither  fweat  nor 
ftool ;  indeed  if  they  were  to  come,  I  fhould 
not  expect  much  relief  from  them,  unlefs 
preceded  by  a  very  fmart  and  painful  pa- 
roxyfm :  for  Thurfday  is  the  day  of  crudity 
and  evacuation;  and  therefore  difcharges, 
»  on  that  day,  are,  in  general,  alfo  crude  and 
fymptomatic  only. 

But  on  Friday  I  expeft  partial  codion, 
and  critical  evacuation,  with  relief ;  and  a 
better  remiflion  than  on  Wednefday  pre¬ 
ceding.  After  the  remiflion  then  has  taken 
place,  I  order  the  body  to  be  well  covered ; 
and,  if  there  has  been  no  ftool,  order  the 
clyfter  to  be  repeated,  as  foon  as  I  think  the 
falutary  fweat  has  had  its  effed. 

If  the  patient  has  no  objedion  to  honey, 
I  prefer  it  to  fugar  on  that  day,  becaufe  it 
has  a  very  diuretic  quality,  and  I  wifh  to 
encourage  all  the  fecretions  and  excretions 
on  that  day  ;  but  never  to  force  any  of  them 
with  violence,  or  beyond  a  few  hours,  for 
fear  of  moving  crude  matter,  or  at  leaft  more 
than  has  been  conceded  by  the  preceding 
degree  of  fever. 

And  this  muft  be  obfervcd  in  the  gout, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  depuratory  fevers ; 
the  falutary  evacuations  of  every  kind 
always  come  during  the  remiflions,  and 
always  abate  the  violence  of  the  lymptoms; 
fo  long  as  they  continue  to  be  falutary  they 

give 


[  63  1 

give  relief,  and  the  patient  feels  happy- 
under  them,  and  bears  them  patiently ;  fo 
long  then  they  ought  to  be  encouraged ^  in¬ 
deed  it  is  madnefs  to  check  them. 

But  as  foon  as  the  Tick  perfon  becomes 
uneafy  under  any  evacuation,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  increafe  of  quicknefs  in  the  pulfe, 
great  thirft,  anxiety,  and  faintnefs  ;  then  it 
is  time  gradually  to  moderate  that  evacu¬ 
ation,  becaufe  this  change  indicates  that 
all  the  concodbed  matter  is  already  eva¬ 
cuated  ;  or  at  leaft  as  much  of  it  as  will  pafs, 
at  this  time,  by  that  emundtory. 

Now  to  moderate  the  evacuation  gra¬ 
dually,  requires  fome  medical  ikill,  as  well 
as  natural  fagacity.  We  know,  e.  g,  that 
the  mod  natural  and  falutary  evacuation, 
during  the  whole  cardinal  fit  of  gout,  is  a 
gentle,  breathing  fweat,  which  commonly 
begins  very  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
days  of  remiffion,  and  feldom  lads  beyond 
five  hours,  with  advantage,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  dj-feafe  ;  but  we  muft  be  governed, 
not  by  the  number  of  hours,  fo  much  as  by 
the  degree  of  relief,  and  the  eafe  with  which 
it  is  borne  by  the  patient. 

As  foon,  however,  as  the  next  exacerba¬ 
tion  comes  on,  the  fweat  ceafes  fpontane- 
oufly,  if  no  improper  violence  has  been 
ufed  to  prolong  it.  But  fonietimes  towards 
the  conclufion,  the  too  great  propenfity  to 
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fits  are  irregular,  fometimes  quartan,  fome- 
times  quintan ;  feldom  tertian. 

The  double  tertian  gout  requires  as  raany 
days  as  the  fmgle  tertian  ;  fo.that  the  lefler 
paroxyfms  feern  to  do  very 'little  towards 
the  operation  of  defpumation.  It  feerns  to 
arife  from  great  redundancy  of  gouty  mat¬ 
ter  ;  or  want  of  natural  vigour ;  or  unlkil- 
ful  treatment ;  or  all  three  together.  It  is 
therefore  a  favourable  fymptom  when  the 
leffer  paroxyfms  go  off,  and  the  difeafe  be¬ 
comes  a  fmgle  tertian;  the  exacerbations 
indeed  become  more  iharp,  and  the  pairi 
and  fwelling  of  the  part  more  eonfiderable ; 
but  the  remiffion  becomes  much  longer,^ 
and  fooner.comes  to  a  real  intermifllon, ""and 
folution  of  the  whole  fit'. 

One  unfeafqnable  bleeding,  pnfge,  of 
forcedTweat,  is  very  apt  to  turn  a  regular^ 
fimple  tertian,  into  a  double  terti^p;  of 
into  an  irregular,  protrafted,  ineffectual^ 
tertian,  of  long  duration. 
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J^rogreJ}  j^r  t^c  formed  cardinal  Fit  -eX' 
c:  fJained* 


BY  a  cardinal  fit  every  body  underflands 
that  gout  arid  fever  which  comes  every 

fpringj, 
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fpring,  or  fall,  to  depurate  an  atrabilious 
conftitution ;  to  reduce  the  preternatural 
lize  of  fonie  of  his  organs,  and  evacuate 
many  of  his  morbific  humours. 

The  difference  between  a  fpring  and  har- 
veft  gout,  is  much  the  fame  as  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  a  fpring  and  harveft  ague, 
which  {hall  be  confidered  when  we  come 
to  fpeak  of  the  complicated  gout ;  the  pre- 
fent  intention  is  only  to  explain  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  fever  in  general;  and 
the  beft  mode  of  conducting  it,  fo  as  to 
render  it  more  fhort  and  effectual  for  the 
purpofe  of  depuration,  without  injury  to 
the  parts  affeCted,  or  the  conftitution  iri 
general. 

For  all  thefe  (deftderata)  purpdfes  the 
indications  are  chiefly  four,  ift,  To 

bring  the  remitting  fever  to  an  intermittent, 
idly,  To  regulate  the  paroxyfms  fo  as  to 
render  them  effectual  for  the  purpofe  of 
defpumation.  3dly,  To  preferve  the  parts 
affected,  and  the  whole  conftitution  from 
mifchief.  And,  4thly,  To  prevent  the  for¬ 
mation  of  gouty  matter  in  future.  . 

ift,  I  have  already  given  the  beft  method 
of  treating  a  paroxyfm  of  gout,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  firft  exacerbation  to  the 
end  of  the  firft  remiflion;  and  to  haften 
the  real  coClion  of  the  morbific  matter,  or 
to  turn  the  remiflion  into  an  intermiflion, 

F  2  little 
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little  elfe  will  be  ncGeffary  than  time,  a  con-* 
tinuation  of  the  fame  regimen,  and  con¬ 
finement  in  bed,  till  the  pulfe  becomes 
moderate ;  the  fkin  foft  and  cool ;  the  body 
regular ;  and  the  urine  hypoftaticj  which 
generally  happens  after  the  fourth  pa^ 
roxyfm,  that  is,  on  the  eighth  day;  oftea 
much  fooner :  whenever  it  does,  the  in* 
flammation  or  violence  of  the  fever  is 
abated,  and  then  the  patient  may  be  taken 
out  of  bed.  Now  this  matter  is  of  great 
(confequence,  and  not  fufficiently  attended 
to  by  the  generality  of  gouty  patients  or 
pradfitioners,  having  at  prefent  no  rule  to 
go  by ;  I  will  therefore  give  it  a  fiiort 
difcuffion. 

“  But,’’  fays  Sydenham,  p.  502,  fee.  6r, 
notwithflanding  what  has  been  faid  of 
* ‘  the  ufefulnefs  of  exercife  in  the  paroxy fins 
of  the  gout ;  yet,  if  the  fever  be  fo  vio- 
lent,  in  the  beginning,  as  to  confine  the 
‘‘  patient  to  his  room,  it  will  likewife  be 
“  proper  for  him  to  keep  his  bed  a  few 
“  days,  till  the  pain  abates;  as  the  warmth 
thereof  will  in  fome  meafure  fupply  the 
**  want  of  exercife ;  for  lying  conftantly  in 
bed  digefts  the  morbid  matter  more  effec- 
‘‘  tually  in  a  few  days,  than  fitting  up  does 
in  many,  efpecially  in  the  infancy  of  the 
difeafe;  provided  that  the  patient  can 
“  forbear  flefh  without  faintings,  and  other 

bad 
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bad  fymptoms;  and  be  contented  only 
with  water-gruel,  fmall  beer,  and  the 
like.  For  a  perfon  who  has  fufficient, 
and  unbearable  pain  in  his  limbs,  may 
keep  his  bed,  his  life  being  fecured  by 
the  violence  of  the  pain,  which  is  the 
moft  effeiltial^  though  fharpeft  remedy 
“  in  nature. 

But  if  inliead  of  pains  in  the  limbs 
an  inveterate  gout  difpofes  the  patient  to 
“  faintings,  gripings,  a  loofenefs,  and  the 
‘‘  like  fymptoms,  he  is  in  great  danger  of 
‘‘  being  deflroyed  by  one  of  thefe  fits,  un- 
lefs  he  ufes  exercife  in  the  open  air,  for 
the  mofi:  part  of  every  day,  during  the 
“  fits;  without  which  no  cordial  or  drug 
“  can  fecure  him  from  danger;  not  even 
Canary  wine,  which  is  the  beft  of  all 
cordials  in  this  cafe.” 

Here,  then,  is  the  general  rule,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  experience  of  Sydenham,  which, 
in  our  more  modern,  medical  language, 
w^ould  run  thus :  If  you  have  much  pain 
in  the  extremities,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
inflammation,  in  the  beginning  of  the  car-» 
dinal  fir,  and  during  the  days  of  crudity, 
then  keep  your  bed,  and  obferve  an  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen  for  fome  days,  which 
will  greatly  moderate  your  pain,  and  pro¬ 
mote  coction. 

F  3 
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But  if,  inftead  of  external  pain  and  io- 
flamniation,  you  are  oppreffed  with  fick- 
nefs,  famtings,  and  other  fymptoms  of  re¬ 
laxation  and  putridity  ;  then  be  carried  into 
the  open  air,  moved  about  in  a  coach  for 
the  greateft  part  of  every  day,  and  drink 
Canary  wine  freely ;  which  is  preferable  to 
any  other  wine  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  to 
theriac  and  the  other  cordial  drugs;  indeed, 
in  all  cafes  of  great  debility  and  putridity, 
we  know  no  remedy  fo  effedual  as  current 
air,  and  cordial  wdnes. 

With  regard  to  the  proper  hours  of  be¬ 
ing  up,  and  in  bed,  during  the  fits  as  well 
as  in  the  intervals,  Sydenham  gives  my 
ideas  fo  exaftly,  that  I  will  copy  his  words, 
p.  495,  fee.  52,  “  There  is,’*  fays  he,  aa- 
other  caution  to  be  inculcated,  which, 
though  it  may  feem  trifling,  is  of  great 
‘‘  moment,  both  to  digeft  the  gouty  matter 
“  during  the  fit,  and  alfo  to  prevent  the 
generation  thereof  in  the  intervals ;  and 
that  is,  going  to  bed  early,  efpecially  in 
“  winter;  for  next  to  bleeding  and  purg- 
V  ing,  nothing  impairs  the  ftrength  of  gouty 
people  more  than  fitting  up  late  a-nights  y 
which  every  valetudinarian  can  affirm 
fropi  his  own  experience,  provided  he 
“  has  only  carefully  obferved,  how  much 
more  vigorous  and  chearful  he  rofe  in 

“  the 
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the  morning  when  he  went  to  bed  early, 
‘‘  and  how  languid  and  faint  he  has  found 
himfelf  after  fitting  up  late. 

And  though  there  may  feem  to  be  no 
difference  betwixt  going  to  bed  earlier 
or  later,  provided  a  perfon  lies  in  bed 
the  fame  number  of  hours  ;  as  for  in- 
fiance,  whether  he  goes  to  bed  at  nine 
and  rifes  at  five,  or  at  eleven  and  rifes 
“  at  feven  s  yet  it  is  not  fo  :  and  I  conceive 
for  this  reafon  principally,  that  in  the 
day^he  fpirits  are  diflipated,  either  by 
■  ‘  exercifes  of  the  body  or  mind,  which  are 
‘‘  fo  weak,  in  fickly  perfons,  that  they  re- 
“  quire  the  affiftance  of  deep  earlier  in  the 
evening ;  and  as  the  approach  of  night 
‘‘  occafions  a  kind  of  relaxation  of  the 
“  animal  ceconomy,  the  tone  of  which  was 
kept  up  in  the  day  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  the  warmth  of  the  bed  becomes  ne- 
‘‘  celfary  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  fun, 
efpecially  in  the  winter  feafon. 

“  But  the  fpirits  being  refrefhed  and  in-^ 
vigorated  in  the  morning  by  the  pre- 
ceding  night’s  deep,  together  with  the 
warmth  of  the  bed  ;  and  the  enfuing  day 
‘‘  likewife  flrcngthenlng  the  tone  of  the 
“  parts  dill  more,  the  riling  early  at  this 
time,  though  it  may  take  an  hour  or 
two  from  the  morning  deep,  hurts  the 
“  conftitution  lefs  than  fitting  up  an  hour 
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or  two  later  in  the  evening.  For  this 
reafon,  I  would  advife  fuch  as  are  fubje<fl 
to  the  gout  to  go  early  to  bed,  efpecialty 
“  in  the  winter,  and  to  rife  by  times  in  the 
morning ;  though  their  having  had  lefs 
**  deep  than  ufual  may  incline  them  to  lie 
‘‘  longer,  in  order  to  get  it  up  :  for  the 
‘‘  deep  which  is  got  in  the  morning  will 
rob  them  of  as“  much  the  next  night; 
and  thus  at  length  by  doing  violence  to 
nature,  and  delplfing  its  wife  didlates, 
the  night  may  be  prepofteroufly  turned 
^  into  day,  and  the  day  into  night. 

2.  By  a  continuation  of  this  treatment, 
the  gout  will  foon  come  to  intermit,  with 
every  fign  of  codtion,  and  abfence  of  fever 
on  the  well  days ;  then  we  are  to  confider 
how  we  ought  to  condudl  thefe  paroxyfms 
10  as  to  render  them  effedlual  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defpumation  ;  and  for  this  reafon 
an  exadl  journal  muft  be  kept  of  each  ex¬ 
acerbation,  its  degree  and  duration ;  the 
degree  and  duration  of  the  fweat  and  other 
critical  difcharges  on  the  days  of  intermif- 
fion,  and  the  effedt  of  each  fit  with  regard 
to  the  fpirits,  ftrength,  appetite,  and  former 
complaints  of  the  patient;  juft  as  has  been 
faid  in  the  Chapter  on  the  ague,  in  the 
firft  volume  of  my  Obfervatlons  on  Fevers; 
excepting  only  the  bleedings,  frequent  vo¬ 
mits,  and  purges,  which  are  more  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  neceflfary  In  the  ague  than  gouti 
though  feldom  in  either  after  intermiffion. 

To  form  fome  idea  of  this  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  one  ought  to  confider,  that  the 
whole  exacerbation  and  remiflion  are  per¬ 
formed  in  the  fpace  of  forty-eight  hours; 
that  in  the  beginning  the  exacerbation  is 
much  longer  than  the  remifhon,  indeed  the 
remiflion  is  for  a  few  hours  only ;  that  gra¬ 
dually  the  exacerbation  becomes  fhorter  and 
fhorter,  till  at  lafl;  it  is  fucceeded  by  a  per- 
fcQ.  intermiflTion ;  that  after  this  the  ex¬ 
acerbation  is,  or  ought  to  be,  fenfibly 
fliorter  than  the  intermiffion  ;  and  that  the 
intermiffion  ought  to  lengthen  gradually 
every  paroxyfm,  by  fome  hours;  till  at 
lafl  there  is  an  end  of  all  exacerbation,  or 
a  perfedl  folution  of  the  fit. 

But  during  the  continuation  of  the  fit, 
one  muft  confider,  that  there  is  a  quantity 
of  crude  matter  to  be  concoCted  and  eva¬ 
cuated  ;  that  every  exacerbation  concofls 
fome  of  it,  which  ought  to  be  exadly  eva¬ 
cuated  by  the  fucceeding  difcharges,  during 
the  beginning  of  the  remiflion;  after  which 
the  fpirits  and  body  are  to  be  nourifhed 
and  refrefhed,  to  enable  them  to  perform 
the  next  exacerbation  with  power  and  fuf- 
ficient  effedl. 

The  fever,  then,  muft  not  be  reduced 
below  a  certain  ftandard  ;  nor  the  critical 

evacuation 
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evacuation  puilied  beyond  a  certain  degree. 
The  quantity  and  quality  of  nourifliment 
ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  appetite 
and  digeftiori  of  the  patient;  neither  too 
much,  nor  too  fcanty.  The  operation  of 
feeding  the  fick  mufl  be  entered  upon  foon 
after  the  intermlffion  begins,  that  the  di- 
geftion  of  the  food  may  be  pretty  well  over 
before  the  hour  the  fever  is  expeded,  that 
nature  may  not  be  oppreffed  with  concod- 
ing  vid\ials  at  the  fa;me  time,  when  all  her 
powers  are  called  forth  to  concod  morbiiic 
matter. 

The  lirfi;  thing  in  this,  as  in  all  depura- 
tory  fevers,  is  to  afcertain,  with  precifion, 
the  degree  of  ioliamiTiation  ;  or,  on  the 
.contrary,  of  the  dlathefts  ^  and  this 

is  not  difEcult  for  ipen  who  have  ftudicd 
fevers,  wdth  due  attention,  for  many  years, 
although  it  muft  for  ever  remain  beyond 
the  level  of  the  ignorant.  According  to 
this,  the  whole  regimen  muft  be  regulated 
throughout,  and  varied  as  the  cafe  may 
vary ;  being  rendered  more  or  lefs  anti- 
phloglftic,  or  antlfeptic  (^ro  re  nata),  by 
adding  lemon  juice,  beer,  wine,  or  brandy, 
as  the, fymptoms  indicate;  fo  as  to  corred 
the  morbific  difpofition  of  the  humours,  by 
a  diet  fiiited  to  the  particular  conftltution 
of  each  patient,  his  former  complaints,  and 
ufual  mode  of  living. 

6. 
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All  the  general  rules  that  can  be  given 
are,  i.  That  the  quantity  of  nourifliment 
fhall  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the 
evacuations.  2.  That  the  quality  ’of  the 
food  fliould  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  f  apyrexea )  the  abfence  of  fever ;  that 
is,  the  lefs  fever,  the  more  rich  ought  the 
diet  to  be.  And,  3.  The  chief  meal  fhould 
be  taken  foon  after  the  critical  evacuations, 
that  the  digeftion  of  it  may  be  pretty  well 
over  before  the  fever  comes  on.  ^ 

1.  By  a  due  attention  to  thefe  rules,  a 
judicious  perfon  will  eafily  condu<3:  the 
whole  fit,  fo  as  to  concoft  the  whole  gouty 
matter,  and  finally  evacuate  it,  without 
any  injury  to  the  conftitution,  even  if  it 
fhould  prove  very  tedious  ;  obferving  only, 
that  the  quality  of  the  food  muft  be  made 
antiphloglfiic,  or  antifeptic,  according  to 
the  diathefis  and  fymptoms. 

2.  When  the  body  was  grofs,  and  loaded 
with  crude  humours,  ready  to  ftagnate  in 
every  quarter;  that  is,  during  the  terrentia^ 
it  was  neceflary  to  increafe  the  quantity  of 
wine,  and  make  the  diet  thin,  light,  warm, 
and  ftimulating,  in  order  to  attenuate  the 
grofs  humours,  and  excite  the  organs  to 
codtion,  &c.  But  towards  the  end  of  the 
cardinal  fit,  after  the  grofs  humours  have 
been  conc(>dt€d‘  and  expelled,  and  nature 
has  been  fatigued  and  exhaufted  by  the 
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conflicffc,  a  more  foft  and  reftorative  diet 
becomes  neceflary,  in  order  to  recover  the 
ufual  health  and  ftrength  of  the  patient, 
and  make  his  fibres  plump  and  elafiic ;  for 
nothing  that  reduces  the  ftrength,  that 
foftens  the  flefh,  or  increafes  the  big  belly, 
will  ever  agree  with  a  goqty  perfon. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  parts  affededjmore 
attention  has  been  paid  to  them  than  the 
cafe  required  ;  ift,  by  fome  who  have  been 
impatient  of  pain  ;  and,  2dly,  by  others 
w^ho  have  expeded  more  from  the  difeharge 
from  thofe  parts  than  they  are  intended  to 
perform ;  we  will  therefore  confider  both. 
The  pain  of  the  gouty  fwelling  is  very 
fharp,  efpecially  in  the  beginning  of  an 
effedual  fit ;  but  one  fhould  confider,  that 
his  fecurity  is  in  proportion ;  for  fo  long 
as  the  pain  is  confiderable  in  the  extremi¬ 
ties,  he  is  free  from  danger ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  much  advantage  is  not  to  be  ex- 
peded  from  a  lit  of  gout  when  the  pain  is 
trifling:  he  had  better  therefore  bear  with 
the  pain,  and  fuffer  the  fwellings  to  take 
place ;  for  the  more  morbid  matter,  which 
nature  depofits  in  thofe  parts,  the  eafier  can 
ihe  concod  and  difpofe  of  the  remainder  j 
and  the  fooner  will  the  fever  come  to  an 
intermiffion, 

This  mode  of  depofitlng  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  offending  matter  upon  the 

joints. 
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joints,  till  the  remainder  can  be  properly 
difpofed  of,  is  a  common  expedient,  which 
nature  makes  ufe  of  on  many  occafions, 
when  (lie  is  oppreifed  by  the  redundancy  of 
morbific  humours.  Thus,  in  the  confluent 
fmall-pox,  after  the  eruption  has  been  com¬ 
pleted,  the  firft  depofite  is  on  the  head, 
and  round  the  face,  Jaws,  and  neck ;  gra¬ 
dually  as  they  fubfide  the  hands  and  arms 
begin  to  fweil ;  as  foon  as  thefe  fwellings 
abate,  the  feet  and  legs  fwell,  or  ought  to 
fweil ;  and  according  to  the  regularity  and 
degree  of  thefe  fwellings,  we  judge  of  the 
fafety  of  the  patient.  I  have  often  been  at 
a  lofs,  and  unable  to  account  for  this  phse- 
nomenon,  and  what  finally  became  of  this 
vaft  quantity  of  matter,  which  could  not 
pafs  through  the  fkin,  now  become  dry  and 
hard. 

As  long  as  thefe  fwellings  remained  very 
confiderable,  the  fever  was  moderate  and 
regular,  and  things  went  on  well;  but  if 
any  fudden  fweat,  or  other  violent  evacu¬ 
ation,  reduced  thefe  fwellings,  before  the 
remainder  of  the  morbific  matter  had  been 
difpofed  of,  fymptoms  of  danger  foon  ap¬ 
peared  ;  on  the  contrary,  if  thefe  fwellings, 
efpecially  of  the  feet,  continued  till  the  fe- 
condary  fever  was  fubfided,  the  patient 
recovered  with  little  fuffering  or  bad  con- 
fequencej  and  always  the  better,  the  mpre 

gradually 
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gradually  the  fwellings  abated,  even  after 
the  fever  was,  in  a  manner^  gone  off. 

Sometimes,  about  the  conclufion  of  the 
fever,  a  fmart  purging  in  Infants,  or  a  fali- 
vation  in  adults,  carried  off  the  fwelling; 
and  many  efcaped  by  thefe  means.  But 
they  always  did  beft,  in  whom  the  fwellings 
continued  till  the  whole  difeafe  was  quite 
over,  and  then  diminiflied  gradually. 

I  have  often  obferved  fomething  of  the 
fame  fort,  in  a  variety  of  fevers,  where 
nature  has  made  depofits  upon  the  extre¬ 
mities,  with  great  relief,  when  the  quantity 
of  morbid  matter  was  greater  than  could 
he  otherwife  difpofed  of ;  there  it  remained, 
out  of  the  courfe  of  circulation,  for  a  time, 
till  the  remainder  of  the  morbific  matter 
was  concodted  and  expelled :  then  the  de- 
pofited  matter,  which  had  undergone  fome 
digeftion  in  the  parts  where  it  had  fo  long 
remained,  was  now  gradually  reabforbed ; 
and  being  further  concodted  and  prepared, 
was  evacuated  alfo,  and  health  finally  re- 
ftored. 

I  do  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  the  gouty 
matter  is,  in  its  own  nature,  very  malig¬ 
nant;  for  the  matter  of  the  gout  is  indi¬ 
genous,  and  not  at  all  fo  virulent  as  the 
extraneous  poifons  of  contagious  difeafes. 
But  ftill  we  find  that  the  premature  reab- 
forptlon  of  gouty  matter,  and  ftill  more  the 
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repelling  it  from  the  CKtremities,  is  attendeu 
v^ith  dangerous  rymptoms,  by  overwhelm¬ 
ing  nature  (already  oppreffed)  with  this 
additional  quantity  of  crude  matter. 

In  my  opinion,  the  matter  depofited  oa 
the  joints,  in  the  beginning  of  th^  fevci-, 
is  intended  to  be  left  there,  and  put,  as  it 
were,’  to  one  fide,  out  of  the  common  ,courfe 
of  circulation  ;  and  there  it  ought  to  remain 
till,  jft,  the  remaining  matter  is  eoncoited 
and  expelled ;  sdly,  the  more  volatile,  acrid^ 
and  fubtile  part  has  found  its  way  through 
the  Ikln;  and,  3dly,  the  grofler  part  has 
undergone  a  certain  degree  of  digeftion, 
been  gradually  attenuated,,  and  diluted  by 
the  mixture  with  other  founder  juices  5  and 
thus  prepared  for  reabforption  by  little  and 
little  at  each  time,  (reprtfej  and  in  that 
quantity  only  which  the  digeftive  powers 
of  the  organs  are  well  able  to  concoft  and 
difpofe' of,  without  much  ftruggle;  and  I 
am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  idea  by  an 
obfcryation  which  I  have  lately  made  in 
feveral  cafes  : 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fit,  wlien  the 
fever  run  very  high  during  the  night,  I 
found  the  affeded  joints  fweiled  in  propor¬ 
tion  on  the  following  morning;  a  demon- 
flration  that  the  night  fever  had  thrown  a 
quantity  of  morbid  matter  out  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  mafs  of  humours,  on  thefe  joints; 

and 
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and  this  fwelling  increafed  after  each  pa- 
roxyfrn,  for  a  certain  time.  But  after  the 
difeafe  had  lafted  a  confiderable  length  of 
time,  and  the  fever  had  declined  very 
much;  then  the  fwellings  begun  to  fubfide, 
and  moft  fo  after  an  uneafy  night ;  as  if  the 
uneafy  night  had  been  occafioned  by  the  re- 
abforption  of  fome  part  of  the  depofited 
matter,  now  returned  into  the  blood,  and 
there  further  concodfed,  to  be  expelled 
through  the  common  emundlories. 

In  conlidering  this  matter  ferioufly,  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  in  the  beginning  it 
was  proper  to  facilitate  the  fwelling  of  thofe 
parts,  to  a  certain  degree,  fo  long  as  nature 
feemed  difpofed  to  eafe  herfelf  that  way; 
during  which  time  it  was  alfo  proper  to 
keep  the  fkin  of  thofe  parts  foft  and  open, 
to  fuffer  the  more  volatile,  acrid  part  to 
efcape  :  but  as  foon  as  the  fever  was  fen- 
fibly  abated,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  parts 
rather  fubfided ;  then  it  became  neceflary 
to  moderate  the  perfpiration  of  thofe  parts, 
for  fear  of  taking  away  all  the  thinner 
juices,  and  leaving  the  mere  thick  to  con¬ 
crete  ;  by  which  the  future  reabforption 
might  be  rendered  difficult,  or  even  imprac¬ 
ticable.  But  as  foon  as  the  whole  l]t  was 
over,  and  nothing  remained  but  the  fwell¬ 
ing,  ftiffnefs,  and  great  tendernefs  ,  of  the 
affedted  joints ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  I 
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judged  it  proper  to  attenuate  the  remainder 
of  the  matter  in  the  articulations,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  reabforption  of  it. 

To  anfwer  thefe  purpofes,  as  foon  as  the 
parts  begin  to  feel  tender  and  painful,  I 
direct  them  to  be  done  up  in  ilieeps  wool, 
and  then  covered  with  oil  (kin,  lamb-fkin, 
or  bladders  ;  or  any  thing  that  can  confine 
the  natural  exhalation,  fo  as  to  keep  .the 
part  in  a  conftant,  warm,  moift,  vapourr 
bath,  day  and  night ;  which  gives  a  great 
deal  of  eafe,  and  facilitates  the  fwelling  of 
the  joints. 

As  foon  as  the  intermiffion  takes  place, 
with  the  real  fymptoms  of  codlion,  then  I 
defire  to  remove  all  thefe  coverings,  and 
put  on  frefh  wool,  with  flannel  inflead  of 
oil-fkin  ;  which  does  not  confine  the  fiearn,^ 
and  of  courfe  does  not  fo  much  encourage 
the  tranfpiration.  I  order  forae  of  this, 
wool  to  be  taken  away  every  day,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  nothing  remains  but  the  flannel, 
only  ;  then  I  order  the  flannel  covering  to 
be  thinned  every  day  gradually;  and  thus, 
by  degrees,  come  to  a  worfted  or  iamb’s- wool 
flocking;  which  ought  to  be  continued, 
even  in  the  intervals. 

As  foon  as  the  whole  fever  Is  gone  off, 

I  recommend  moving  the  affeefled  joints  as 
much  as  mav  be  ;  and  fo  wonderful  is  the 
•attenuating  power  of  this  kind  of  motion, 
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that  I  have  feen  it  refolve  real  concretions,' 
and  render  them  fit  for  reabforption  ;  and 
the  fame  joint  made  pliable,  that  at  firft 
feemed  paft  recovery,  without  any  external 
application. 

4.  The  laft  thing  propofed,  was,  the  bell 
method  of  reftoring  the  general  ftate 
of  health,  and  preventing  a  return  of  the 
fit ;  but  of  this  I  have  already  given  my 
opinion  in  the  third  Chapter,  to  which  I 
refer. 

And  thus  I  have  given  my  idea  of  the 
natural,  regular  fit  of  fimple  gout;  in 
which  I  have  been  much  more  tedious  than 
I  intended,  and  been  guilty  of  repetitions, 
for  fear  of  not  being  well  underftood  by 
people  unaccuftomed  to  accurate  obferva- 
tion,  and  intenfe  thinking.  The  nature  and 
progrefs  of  the  fimple  fit  being  well  un¬ 
derftood,  it  will  be  more  eafy  to  explain 
all  the  deviations  from  it ;  whether  owing 
to  natural  debility,  wrong  treatment,  or 
other  difeafes ;  which  is  ttlll  more  intri¬ 
cate,  and  will  require  more  medical  know¬ 
ledge,  as  we  fhall  fee  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

IT  IS  very  certain  that,  c^eteris  paribus^ 
the  labouring  people,  when  ill,  recover 
fooner  and  better  than  the  opulent  and  lux¬ 
urious  ;  and  that  medicine  is  adminiftered 
with  more  fuccefs  in  hofpitals  than  in  pri¬ 
vate  practice  j  although  the  opulent  maybe 
fuppofed  to  have  many  advantages  in  their 
favour.  The  reafon  however  is  obvious  ; 
for  the  fober  labouring  man  has  by  nature 
a  folid  conflitution,  which  co-operates  pow¬ 
erfully  with  proper  remedies  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  his  health  ;  whereas  the  conftitu- 
tionof  the  man  of  falhion  is  fo  injured  by 
his  mode  of  living,  that  his  natural  powers 
are  but  feeble,  and  his  difeafes  often  com¬ 
plicated. 

The  heir  of  a  great  cftate  is  confined  to 
fludy  when  young,  and  brought  up  with 
ideas  of  vanity,  pride  and  ambition ;  he 
enters  early  into  the  fcramble  for  honours, 
power  and  riches,  where  he  is  for  ever  ex- 
pofed  to  anxiety,  vexation  and  difappoint- 
ment.  Thefe  heavy  mental  concerns  debi¬ 
litate  his  nervous  fyftem  fo  much,  that  no¬ 
thing  can  preferve  his  health,  but  the  ut- 
moft  regularity,  temperance,  and  bodily 
exercife  in  an  open  good  air. 

But  unhappily  the  young  gentlemen  of 
fortune  are  in  dangerof  adopting  an  oppofite 
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that  I  have  feen  it  refolve  real  concretions,' 
and  render  them  fit  for  reabforption  ;  and 
the  fame  joint  made  pliable,  that  at  firft 
feemed  paft  recovery,  without  any  external 
application. 

4,  The  laft  thing  propofed,  was,  the  beft 
method  of  reftoring  the  general  ftate 
of  health,  and  preventing  a  return  of  the 
fit ;  but  of  this  I  have  already  given  my 
opinion  in  the  third  Chapter,  to  which  I 
refer. 

And  thus  I  have  given  my  idea  of  the 
natural,  regular  fit  of  fimple  gout;  in 
which  I  have  been  much  more  tedious  than 
I  intended,  and  been  guilty  of  repetitions, 
for  fear  of  not  being  well  underftood  by 
people  unaccuftomed  to  accurate  obferva- 
tion,  and  intenfe  thinking.  The  nature  and 
progrefs  of  the  fimple  fit  being  well  un¬ 
derftood,  it  will  be  more  eafy  to  explain 
all  the  deviations  from  it ;  whether  owing 
to  natural  debility,  wrong  treatment,  or 
other  difeafes ;  which  is  ftill  more  intri¬ 
cate,  and  will  require  more  medical  know¬ 
ledge,  as  we  fliall  fee  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

IT  is  very  certain  that,  ceteris  paribus^ 
the  labouring  people,  when  ill,  recover 
fooner  and  better  than  the  opulent  and  lux¬ 
urious  ;  and  that  medicine  is  adminiftered 
with  more  fuccefs  in  hofpitals  than  in  pri¬ 
vate  pradtice ;  although  the  opulent  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  many  advantages  in  their 
favour.  The  reafon  however  is  obvious  ; 
for  the  fober  labouring  man  has  by  nature 
a  folid  conflitution,  which  co-operates  pow¬ 
erfully  with  proper  remedies  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  his  health  ;  whereas  the  conftitu- 
tionof  the  man  of  fafbion  is  fo  injured  by 
his  mode  of  living,  that  his  natural  powers 
are  but  feeble,  and  his  difeafes  often  com¬ 
plicated. 

The  heir  of  a  great  efiate  is  confined  to 
fludy  when  young,  and  brought  up  with 
ideas  of  vanity,  pride  and  ambition ;  he 
enters  early  into  the  fcramble  for  honours, 
power  and  riches,  where  he  is  for  ever  ex- 
pofed  to  anxiety,  vexation  and  difappoint- 
ment.  Thefe  heavy  mental  concerns  debi¬ 
litate  his  nervous  fyftem  fo  much,  that  no¬ 
thing  can  preferve  his  health,  but  the  ut- 
moft  regularity,  temperance,  and  bodily 
exercife  in  an  open  good  air. 

But  unhappily  the  young  gentlemen  of 
fortune  are  in  dangerof  adopting  an  oppofite 
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courfe  of  living,  and  becoming  voluptuous, 
luxurious,  indolent  and  intemperate ;  by 
which  their  folids  are  relaxed,  and  the  hu- 
incurs  infpifl'ated;  and  of  courfe  they'con- 
'  trait  that  temperament,  fo  well  known  to 
the  luxurious  Greeks  and  Romans  of  former 
days ;  and  by  them  called  melancholic^  or 
atrabilariCy  the  fource  of  many  painful  and 
obflinate  difeafes. 

« 

This  temperament,  fo  produced^  is  com¬ 
municated  to  the  offspring,  if  not  prevented 
by  fldll  and  care  in  rearing  the  children  : 
hence  the  great  Increafe  of  it,  and  of  the 
difeafes  arifing  from  it,  in  our  time. 

It  is  not  a  very  difficult  matter  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  formation  of  this  temperament; 
nor  even  to  remove  it,  if  one  fets  ferioufly 
about  it,  before  the  conftitution  is  much  in¬ 
jured  by  age,  infirmity,  or  great  intempe¬ 
rance:  But  if  it  is  negle(5]:ed,  and  fuffered 
to  become  inveterate,  it  brings  on  a  great 
variety  of  the  moft  uneafy  feelings  of  mind 
and  body;  often  difficult  to  be  removed 
without  the  aid  of  a  depuratory  fever. 

The  febrile  complaints  occafioned  by  the 
atrabilious  temperament  are  in  number  fix, 
viz.  The  atrabilious  fever,  remittent  or  in¬ 
termittent ;  the  atrabilious  diarrhoea,  feldom 
a  dyfentery ;  the  peripneumonia  notha ; 
the  piles ;  the  guttse  rofacese ;  and  the  gout. 
As  all  thefe  febrile  complaints  originate 
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nearly  "From  the  fame  remote  caufe,  they  all 
operate  for  the  fame  purpofe  of  depurating 
the  conftitution  ;  but  require  fome  variation 
in  the  treatment,  according  to  the  organ 
on  which  the  fluxion  is  determined  :  very 
often  indeed  I  meet  with  two  or  more  of 
them  in  the  fame  perfon,  at  the  fame  time ; 
cough  and  piles  ;  guttse  rofacese  and  gout, 
&c. 

The  fame  perfon  is  liable  to  have  every 
one  of  them  at  different  times,  according 
to  the  different  flages  of  life ;  thus,  e.  g. 
the  fame  Mr.  Gomz  whofe  cafe  I  have  given, 
to  explain  the  termination  of  the  atrabilious 
fever,  has,  fince  that  time,  had  all  of  them 
in  regular  fucceffion,  and  is  now  a  gouty 
man,  advanced  in  life ;  but  enjoys  a  confi- 
derable  fhare  of  health  and  vigour,  and 
promifes  to  arrive  at  mature  old  age. 

The  cure  of  the  atrabilious  temperament 
by  medicine,  is  to  be  attempted  only  when 
there  is  no  fever ;  for  as  foon  as  the  fever 
comes  on,  nothing  very  adive  ought  to  be 
given,  either  to  hurry  or  retard;  but  the 
operations  of  nature  are  to  be  gently  affifted, 
and  direded  fo  as  to  depurate  the  conftitu¬ 
tion. 

Of  the  firft  five  atrabilious  fevers,  I  have 
given  my  ideas  in  my  former  Obfervations 
on  fevers ;  I  atprefent  confine  myfelf  to  the 
gout  only  ;  and  have  pointed  out  in  the  firft 
>  chapter 
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chapter  how  it  originates  ;  in  the  fecond, 
how  it  may  be  prevented  ;  in  the  third,  how 
it  may  be  cured  when  recent ;  and  in  the 
fourth,  how  the  formed,,  regular,  cardinal 
fit  of  gout  ought  to  be  conduced,  and 
when  the  radical  cure  may  be  attempted; 
In  treating  this  fubje(9:,  Lhave  confidered 
the  common  fymptoms  which  immediately 
precede  a  formed  fit  of  gout ;  i.  e»  the  ter* 
rentia  ;  the  fymptoms  which  diftinguifh  the 
gout  from  all  other  difeafes  ;  the  effed:  of 
evacuations  in  gouty  habits ;  the  proper  and 
improper  regimen ;  and  finally,  the  few  re- 
N  medics,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  my  own 
pradice,  I  have  found  ferviceable  during  the 
whole  cardinal  fit. 

Thefe  things  being  well  underflood,  it 
will  be  more  eafy  to  comprehend  the  nature 
of  irregular  gout ;  which  I  propofe  to  ex¬ 
plain,  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  continue 
my  life  and  faculties  *,  whether  arifing  from 
debility,  or  the  addition  of  other  difeafes. 

Lime-Street, 

Dec.  20,  1780. 
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BOOKS  written  by  Dr.  GRANT. 


1.  Obfervations  on  Fevers  common  and  un¬ 
common,  in  two  Volumes.  "  Price  los. 

2.  An  Eflay  on  the  Pehilential  Fever  of  Syden¬ 
ham,  commonly  called  the  Gaol,  Hofpital, 
Ship,  and  Camp  Fever.  Price  3  s.  fewed. 

3.  A  lliort  Account  of  the  Epidemic  Cough 
and  Fever.  In  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Delacour  at 
Bath.  1776.  Price  6  d. 

4.  A  Ihort  Account  of  a  Fever  and  Sore-throat, 
which  began  to  appear  in  and  about  London, 
in  Sept.  1776.  In  ..  Letter  to  Dr.  Vfilliam 
Saunders  of  Guy’s  Hofpital.  Price  i  s. 

5.  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  the  Atrabilious  Con- 

flitution  and  Gout.  1779.  ^  s.  6  d. 
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CANINE  MADNESS. 


By  R.  JAMES,  M.  D. 
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Solet  a u tern  ex  eo  vulnere.’ubi  parum  occurfum  eft 
aquas  tinor  nafci,  ‘v^ocpoQ^v  Graeci  appellant':  Miferri- 
mum  genus  morbi :  in  quoTimul  seger  et  fiti  et  aquae 
metu  cruciatur  ;  quo  opprelTiSfin  angufto  fpes  eft. 

,  '  Celsus.  L.  5.  C.  27. 
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LONDON: 

Pmted  for  ].  Neweert,  at  the  Bible  and  Sun  in  St- 

Paul’s  Church-yard. 

M.DCC  LX. 


f  t 


T  O  • 


HIS  GRACE  THE 

DUKE  of  KINGSTON, 

MARQUIS  OF  DORCHESTER, 
EARL  OF  KINGSTON, 
VISCOUNT  NEWARK, 
Baron  Pierrepont,  of  Holme  PierrepOnt,' 
Lieutenant  General  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces, 

AND 

Knight  of  the  Moll  Noble  Order  of  the  Garteri 


My  Lord, 

Addresses  of  this  kind  to  per* 
fonages  of  diftinguiihed  rank, 
are  the  more  difficult,  as  from'  time 
immemorial  they  have  turned  upon 

pa- 


DEDICATION. 


ii 

panegyric,  as  nearly  allied  to  flattery 
as  flattery  is  to  falfliood. 

iThese,  hovi^e-ver,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  avoid  ;  becaufe  the  one  is  as 
fatal  -to  delicacy,  as  the  other  is  to 
hononr  and  innocence. 

What  increafes  the  diftrefs  is, 
that  every  excellence  a  perfon  is  fe- 
ally  in  pofleflion  of,  ceafes  to  be 
the  object  of  his  ambition,  as  it  is 
famiiiarifed  by  habit  ;  fo  that 
fome  imaginary  virtue  muft  be 
found,  which  is  fure  to  have  a  better 
efieCt,  as  it  carries  the  appearance  of 
a  difcovery,  and  adds  the  pleafure 
of  novelty  to  that  of  vanity. 


I  was 


1  was  therefore  to  find  out  a  pa¬ 
tron,  who  neither  wanted,  nor  ex- 
pe6led,  this  fpecies  of  ihcenfe  ;  who 
had  rather  do  a  thoufand  worthy 
adtions,  than  be  told  of  one. 

Amongst  the  cardinal  virtues, 
my  Lord,  there  is  one  which  does 
honour  to  human  nature.  *  It  is,' 
undoubtedly,  the  gift  of  heaven; 
an  emanation  from  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing  ;  becaufe  it  can  never  be  acqui¬ 
red,  though  it  may  be  diffembled.- 
Where  poflefied,  it  adds  luftre  to 
crowns,  and  dignity  to  titles.  With? 
out  *it,  royalty  is  tyranny;  power, 
oppreflion  ;  and  jufiice  cruelty. 
Without  it,  even  virtue  and  religion 


con- 
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contract  a  morofenefs,  nearly  border^ 
ing  on  malignity. 

'  I  NEED  not  tell  yonr  Grace,  that 
I  mean  good-nature,  humanity,  or 
that  univerfal  benevolence,'  which  is 
fo  ftrongly  recommended  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  under  the  name  of  Charity. 

This  I  think  much  too  limited,  if 
confined  to  the  human  race.  As  it  is 
a  free  gift,  and  inexhaufiible,  it  ihould 
be  as  freely  difpenfed  ;  and  the  brute 
creation  has  a  right  to  a  fhare  of  it. 

This,  my  Lord,  I  may  fafely 
afcribe  to  your  Grace,  without  de¬ 
viating  from  my  own  rules.  And  I 

flatter 
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flatter  myfelf,  you  will  have  abundant 
materials  in  the  following  flieets,  for 
the  exercife  of  this  virtue  ;  when  you 
fhall  find,  that  Canine  Madness  ad¬ 
mits  of  a  remedy  ;  though,  till  fome 
of  the  firfb  of  thefe  experiments  were 
made,  from  the  infancy  of  phyfic, 
very  few  inflances  of  recovery  have 
been  recorded,  after  the  infection 
had  made  fufficient  progrefs  to  con- 
ftitute  even  the  very  firft  appearances 
of  a  diftemper. 

A  FARTHER  fatisfadtion,  my  Lord, 
will  arife  from  refledting,  that  the 
grateful,  honeft,  and  fenfible  ani¬ 
mal,  which  is  partly  the  fubjedl  of 
this  Treatife,  will,  for  the  future,  be 
lefs  liable  to  the  wanton  perfecutions 
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X)f  their  torturers,  who,  was  it  not 
for  the  reftraint  of  laws,  would  treat 
their  own  fpecies  with  equal  barr 

f 


I  am,  My  Lord, 

With  the  utmoft  Deference, 

And  mofl  profound  Refped:, 

A  '  - 

Your  Grace’s  inofl;  obliged, 

O  J 

and  moll;  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 
Robert  James, 


I  g^?3 -5l<?  •5W5' 5H5  J 
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CANINE  MADNESS. 


H  E  diflemper  excited  by  the 
bite  of  mad  animals  is  ufually 

called  Hydrophobia^  from  a  re- 

u  Ki  r  .  •  11 

markable  lymptom  generally, 

but  not  always,  attending  it,  which  is  a 

dread  of  water,  or  any  liquid,  and  an 

abfolute  inability  to  fwallow  a  drop  of 

it.  It  is  derived  from  two  Greek  words, 

one  of  which  imports  watery  and  the 

other,  But  the  fymptom  is  not 

peculiar  to  the  diftemper  abovemention’d, 

though  it  is  generally  an  attendant  ;  for 

B  we 
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we  meet  with  feveral  inftances  of  fevers 
accompanied  with  a  dread  of  water ;  and 
this  led  CceUiis  Aurelianus  into  a  miftake, 
when  he  quotes  Hippocrates y  as  mention¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  madnefs.  The  place  he 
alludes  to  is  in  the  firft  book  of  the  Pror^ 
and  runs  thus.  ol  (ppBviTix^] 
roiy  KocS'tzTrlefjcBj/oiy  This  is  again 

repeated  in  the  Coacce  Prrenotionesy  thus. 
ol  IppBUlTlKOl  (B^iZ^VTTOrOly  ipoipov  }iCc3'CX>7rr0/X£I/0iy  T^o- 

xat  TTracTjtxwJ'ff?.  By  ppap^UTroroi  hc  mCanS 
only,  as  Ga/ea  explains  it,  thofe  who  in 
fevers  drink  very  feldom,  and  then  but  in 
fmall  quantities.  And,  by  the  whole  paf- 
fage,he  only  feems  to  infinuate,  that  thofe 
phrenitic  patients,  who  drink  but  feldom, 
and  little  at  a  time,  and  who  are  affedted 
with  any  fmall  noife,  are  fubjedl  to  tre¬ 
mors  and  convullions. 

And  I  remember,  that  Hippocrates, 
fomewhere  in  his  epidemics,  ufes  the  word 
Xjo-io-w/Aarfry,  which  Calvus  reads  Auiro-io-w- 
f^(XT£7uy  and  tranflates  it  accordingly,  as  if 
it  came  from  Auera-a,  the  madnefs  caufed 
c  by 
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by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal  3  whereas 
it  only  imports  a  great  diflblution  of  the 
body,  from  auw,  to  dilTolve. 

But  we  meet  with  modern  hiftofies  of 
cafes,  where  this  fymptom  of  an  Hydro-^ 
phobia  was  very  remarkable,  without  any 
previous  bite  from  a  mad  animal.  Thus 
We  are  toldj  that  a  perfon  walked  to 
Harlem  from  Leyden^  in  a  very  hot  day  % 
and  being  much  fatigued,  fell  into  a  vi¬ 
olent  fever,  attended  with  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumftancc,  that  he  could  neither 
drink,  nor  fwallow  his  fpittle. 

In  the  'Edinburgh  Medical  Effays^  VoL  I. 
Dr.  Waughy  of  Kirkleathamy  gives  a  hif- 
tory  of  a  girl,-  that  had  ftrange  convul- 
five  fits,  upon  endeavouring  to  drink  or 
cat  any  thing.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
fit,  fhe  fell  to  the  ground  as  dead  j  but, 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  began  to  fpeak, 
complaining  of  an  intolerable  pain  in  her 
breaft,  and  a  weight  upon  her  fpirits,  or 
anxiety  which  fhe  could  not  exprefs  ^ 

B  2  and. 
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and,  with  her  finger,  pointed  to  the  part 
affedled,  which  was  under  the  upper 
part  of  the  fternum,  where  it  is  joined 
with  the  clavicles.  About  two  months 
'before,  £he  had  a  quinfey,  with  a  violent 
fever  y  and;  when  it  was  expedled  every 
minute  that  fhe  would  be  fuffocated,  the 
fwelling, 'about  her  throat  fuddenly  dif- 
appearing,  fhe  was  relieved  in  a  great 
meafure  j  but  was  fenfible  of  a  painful 
weight  remaining  in  her  breaft,  at  the 
place  fhe  pointed  at  3  and  from  that 
time,  deglutition  had  met  with  fome  ob- 
flacle,  which  had  daily  grown  worfe. 
About  three  days  after  the  Dodlor  had 
feen  her,  a  tumor  broke,  which  almoft 

a 

fuffbcated  the  girl  with  the  ftench  and 
quantity  of  matter,  and  Ihe  recovered. 

Very  remarkable  is  the  cafe  quoted 
by  Va72  Swieten,  from  the  Mifcellan.  Cu-- 
riof.  of  a  man  about  thirty -nine  years  of 
age,  v/ho  in  a  great  paffion  of  anger,  bit 
his  own  fore  finger,  in  confequence  of 
V/b  ch  he  was,  in  twenty-four  hours, 

feized 
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felzed  with  an  Hydrophobia  to'fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  feemed  almoft  flrangled  at 
the. mention  of  water,  and  foon  after  died 
raving.  And  it  i3  not  unlikely:,  that  a 
bite  from  him  would '  have  ^  produced  an 
Hydrophobia  in  another.  .  ’  ,  ^  : 


In  the  Medical  Effays  Dr.*  'J^ohi  Innes 
Edinburgh,  gives  a  remarkable  cafe  of 
"diXCHydrophobia,  which  !  don’t  find  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  Thik 
was  in  a  young  gentleman,  who  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  violent  pain  at  the  upper  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  ftomach ;  his  pulfe  was  much, 
opprefled,  and  very  irregular,  and  often 
intermitting,  and  his  extremities  chill’d. 
He  was  almoft  fafFocated,  fetching  heavy 
fighs,  and  very  often  looking  ghaftly, 
fpouting  out  faliva  frequently.  In  his  in¬ 
tervals  he  would  call  for  drink  ;  but  the 
moment  he  faw  it,  fell  into  the  moft  fur- 
prifing  horrors,  and  as  it  approached 
him,  ftarted,  looked  frighted,  had  con- 
vulfions,  efpecially  about  the  mouth,  and 
peevifhly  put  it  away  with  his  hand  ; 

B  3  and 
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and  then,  with  an  air  that  fpoke  at  once 
both  fright  and  refentment,  he  would 
Rare  after  the  drink,  and  foon  after, 
impatiently  call  for  it,  and  repeated  the 
fame  fcene  frequently.  He  was  cured  by 
repeated  bleeding. 

But  a  more  recent  inftance  to  our 
prefen  t  purpofe  was  communicated  to  me 
by  Dr.  DaJlmoodj,  of  Wcllin  in  Lincoln-* 
jhirCi  foon  after  it  happen’d.  William, 
Goodacre^  fervant  to  Samuel  Da/hwoody 
Podtor  of  Laws,  of  Welling  in  Lincoln-^ 
Jhircy  being  at  Bathy  the  25  th  of  March ^ 
.J752,  was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox,  of 
a  very  mild  and  favourable  fort,  which 
turned  the  feventh  day  after  the  erup« 
tion,  and  went  pit  in  the  moft  defirable 
manner,  But  about  the  fecpnd  day  after 
the  eruption,  he  was  feized  with  a  deli¬ 
rium,  or  phrenzy,  which  arofe  to  fuch 
an  height,  that  he  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
refufed  all  liquor,  and  endeavoured  to 
bite  the  attendants.  This  made  two  emi¬ 
nent  phyficians  that  attended  him  fuf- 

pedf, 
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peft,  that,  befides  the  fmall  pox^  he  had 
that  diftemper  which  arifes  from,  the  bite 
of  a  mad  dog.  For  this  reafoii  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  him  the  Tmquin  re-? 
medy,  but  could  not  get  him  to  take  iti 
When  the  fmall  pox  was  entirely  over, 
the  delirium  ftill  continuing  in  a  violent 
manner,  all  proper  meafures  were  ufed 
to  remove  it,  but  in  vain ;  and  at  laft  the 
phyficians  left  him  as  incurable.  In  this 
ftate  he  took  two  whole  papers  of  my 
fever  powder,  after  which  he  flept  half  an 
hour,  and  waked  in  violent  ravings.  The 
powders  having  no  vifible,  operation,  he 
took  another  whole  paper  two  hours  after 
the  firft  ;  after  which  he  flept  again,  and 
waked  in  the  fame  way  :  this  paper  like- 
wife  had  no  effedt.  In  two  hours  after 
he  took  a  fourth  whole  paper,  which,  in 
about  half  an  hour,  operated  by  purging  : 
his  ravings,  after  this,  grew  lefs  violent, 
and  he  eat  and  drank  any  thing  they  gave 
him.  He  continued  taking  the  pov/ders 
three  times  a  day,  for  three  or  four  days, 
after  which,  the  cataplafms  ordered  in  the 
^  B  4  diredlions 
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direftions  for  taking  thefe  powders,  were 
applied  to  his  feet,  as  alfo  a  blifter  to  his 
head ;  and  upon  taking  the  powders  twice 
a  day  for  a  week  more,  he  perfedlly  reco¬ 
vered  both  his  fenfes  and  his  health. 

i  i  • 

‘  Doctor  Dajhwood  efteeming  this  cure 
worthy  the  notice  of  the  public,  ordered 
it  to  be  inferted  in  the  public  papers,  175  3^ 
Upon  enquiry  I  could  not  difcover  the 
lead:  reafon  to  believe  this  Hydrophobia  was 
caufed  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal, '^nor 
do  I  know  that  my  powders  would  have 
cured  him  in  that  cafe. 

'  Ccelius  Aurellamis  feems  to  have  been 
fenftble,  that  an  Hydrophobia  iwas  not 
peculiar  to  the  difternper  excited  by '  the 
bite  of  a  mad  animal,  when  he  fays  that 
’tis  poffible  for  this  paffion  (an  Hydro^ 
phobia)  to  be  produced  in  the  body 

without 

*  Eft  praeterea  poftibile  fine  manifefta  caufa  hanc 
paftionem  corporibus  innafci,  cum  tabs  fererit  Itric- 
tio  I'ponte  generata,  qualis  a  veneno. 

CciTiia  Aurellanus^  Lib.  3.  Acut.  C.  6. 
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without  a  manifeft  caufe  (a  bite)  -  when 
fuch  a  ftridlure  as  is  obferved  from 
poifon,  is  fpontanioufly  generated.” 

>  r 

These  cafes,  to  which  .many-  other 
might  be  added,  may  ferve  to  prove,  that 
an  Hydrophobia  may  be  generated  from 
caufes  independent  of. the  bite  of  a*  mad 
animal.  On  the  other  hand  anirhals  not 
imfrequently  die  mad  in  confequence  of 
a  bite  from  another  mad  animal,  without 
any  figns  of  terror  at  the  fight  or  ap¬ 
proach  of  water.  I  have  frequently  feen 
mad  dogs,  all  of  which  refufed  both  to 
drink  and  to  eat ;  but  I  never  obferved 


proach  of  water,  or  any  other  liquid 
offered  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  have 
feen  a  dog  extremely  raving,  fnatch  a 
veficl  full  cf  milk  from  a  perfon’s  hand, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  part  of  the  milk 
has  been  in  his  mouth,  and  about  his 
jaws.  And  I  have  alfo  feen  a  mad  dog  in 
his  rout  traverfe  water,  not  long  before 
he  died.  I  within  thefe  two  years,  faw 

a  young 
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a  young  man  labouring  under  ail  the 
other  fyrnptorns  of  the  diforder,  excited 
by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  who  in  my 
prefence  drank  a  glafs  of  water,  and  in  a 
very  few  days  died  mad. 

Dr,  Mead  quotes,  upon  the  author!- 

<4 

ty  of  a  learned  phyfician,  whorn  he  does 
not  name,  three  inftances  of  this  madnefs 
proving  fatal,  without  the  leaft  dread  of 
water  attending  it.  This  circumftance 
is  of  .the  more  confequence  to  be  known, 
as  the  Ilydrophobidy  or  dread  of  water,  has 
ufually  been  efteemed  the  furefi:  mark,  ^ 
and  perpetual  concomitant  of  this  dif- 
temper  >  for  this  reafon  fome  not  obferv- 
ing  this  charaderiilic  in  the  animal 
whence  they  received  a  bite,  may  be  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  it  not  mad,  and  by  this 
means  footh  themfelves  into  a. fatal  fe- 


Before  I  proceed  farther,  I  muft  take 
notice,  that  I  am  informed  by  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Marim  of  Antigua y  a  gen¬ 
tleman 
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tleman  I  can  depend  upon,  that  no  iuch 
thing  as  a  mad  dog  was  ever  known  ia 
the  Leeward  Ifland$^  And  this  conhrmSi> 
in  fome  meafure,  a  circumftance  quoted 
by  Van  Swktm  from  the  Bibliotheqm 
'Raifonme^  which  is,  that  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  mad  dog  in  all  the  fputhem 
parts  of  America. 

This  diftemper  Is  certainly  attended 
with  fome  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances,  but  thefe  have  been  multiplied, 
and  magnified  beyond  all  verifimilitude, 
'  and  beyond  all  the  limits  of  truth,  as  will 
be  (hewn  in  the  fequei.  This  is  very 
ufual  upon  many  other  fubjedls.  A  paL 
lion  for  the  marvellous,  and  an  itch  fof 
relating  uncommon  occurrences,  have 
frequently  laid  a  foundation  for  miftake, 
exaggeration,  deceit,  and  fallhood. 

• 

But  to  proceed,  great  difputes  have 
arofe  concerning  the  antiquity  of  the  Hy^ 
drophohta  ;  and  Plutarch  is  quoted  by 
fome,  particularly  Le  Clere,  as  alledging, 

that 


12  .  A  TREATISE  ON 


that  it  firft  appeared  in  the  days  of  Af- 
clepiades  :  But  this  is  a  miflake,  for  Fhi- 
tarch  oT^y  relates  a  difpute  between  Philo 
the  phyfician,  and  Diogejuanus,  whether 
nature  could  produce  new  diftempers,  or 
not.^  "Athenodorus  is  quoted,  who  fays, 
that  the  Plephantiajis  and  Hydropho¬ 
bia  both  firft  appeared  in  the  time  of  Af- 
clepiades,  Hiogeniaiius  anfwers,  as  to  this 
particular,  that  the  Hydrophobia  was 
known  to  Homer,  Plutarch  never  denies 
this,  but  endeavours  to  provfe,  that  new 
difeafes  may  be  produced. 

-Ccclius  Aurelianus^  in  order  to  prove  d 
the  antiquity  of  this  difremper,  quotes  a 
pafiage  out  of  the  eigthth  Iliad  of  Homer ^ 
where  Peucer  calls  HeSor  ryKra-riryipa- 


tho’  he  does  not  feem  to  depend  much 
upon  it.  He  has,  however,  omitted  fome 


other  pafiages  in  the  fame  author,  wdiich 
are,  in  my  opinion,  more  for  his  purpofe, 
and  come  fully  up  to  the  point.  Thus, 
in  the  ninth  Iliad-,  the  artful  Uly/Ies  is  in¬ 


troduced  addreffing  Achilles,  a  hero  who 

had 
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had  made  phyfic  a  part  of  his  ftudies,  in 
thefe  words. 

— ^iycc  (r3'ivii 
'  Mai'vsrai  EXTrc^'yAcoj  zncvu^^  An,  goJ's  rt  rist' 

*Aj/l^ix;  oucJ'i  0£ouf’  K^ocTS^v  J's  e  Au<r(ra'J‘£j'u;c£V, 

In  the  the.  thirteenth  I/iaJ,  HeBor ^  is 
again  called  auo-tiwJ')!?  by  Neptune. 

It  mujft  be  obferved,  that  AuVo-a,  Auo-o-Wp, 
and  properly  imply  this  particular 

fpecies  of  madnefs.  The  word  Xh<7(ro(,,  or 
At.V,  is  ufed  to  fignify  the  madnefs  of 
dogs  by  Arijlotky  GaleUy  and  Diofcorides. 
And  AuG-<r6r^fXT{^  is  ufed  by  thelaft  mention’d 
author  to  fignify  a  man  bit  by  a  mad  dog. 
Auo-o-aw  is  ufed  by  Aretaus  in  this  fenfe, 
and  AuTTwVff?  by  Plutarch  to  fignify  the 
fame  thing. 

The  difiemper  I  am  treating  of  is  in 
man  generally  excited  by  the  bite  of 
fome  animal  previoufly  mad,  and  prin¬ 
cipally  from  domeftic  animals,  which 
have  the  greatefl:  commerce  with  man¬ 
kind  ;  and  amongfi;  thefe,  dogs,  cats, 

fwine. 
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fwine^  horfes>  and  even  cocks>  are  ac- 
cufed.  I  believe  it  may  be  poffible  for 
a  cock  bit  by  a  mad  animal  to  contract 
the  diftemper,  and  communicate  it  to 
man  by  pecking  him,  fo  as  to  penetrate 
beyond  the  external  Ikin,  or  cuticle.  But 

I 

that  a  wound  with  the  Ipurs  of  a  cock, 
or  the  horns  of  a  beaft,  is  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  this  diftemper,  as  is  related  by 
authors  of  fome  weight,  and  as  is  com-^ 
monly  believed,  I  think  highly  improba¬ 
ble.  It  has  alfo  been  faid,  that  even  ths 
blood  of  a  mad  dog  applied  to  the  fkin, 
or  touching  the  froth  emitted  from  the 
mouth  of  a  mad  animal,  will  convey  the 
diftemper.  But  as  many  people  have 
even  eat  the  liver  of  a  mad  dog  by  way 
of  medicine,  and  confequently  the  bile, 
without  any  injury,  I  think  the  blood  is 
not  likely  to  produce  this  effed:.  I  was 
many  years  ago  confulted  for  a  fervant  of 
Mr.  Hor  ton  of  Cation  near  Litchfield. 
This  man  killed  a  mad  dog  by  a  blow  fo 
violent,  that  he  received  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  blood  in  his  mouth  from  the 

wound 
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wound  he  gave  the  dog.  I  gave  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  the  infeftion  could  not 
be  propagated  that  way,  and  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  that  he  took  any  precautions. 
The  event  verified  my  prediction,  for  I 
faw  him  perfectly  well  fome  years  after, 
when  I  was  informed  no  fymptoms  of 
madnefs  had  ever  appeared.  I  have 
known  many  people,  one  particularly,  a 
whipper-in  to  Mr.  Floyers  fox-hounds, 
at  Hints,  in  Staff  or  djhire,  who  have  been 
daring  enough  to  open  the  jaws  of  a 
dog  forcibly,  when  actually  mad,  and 
drench  him,  without  any  fupervening  ac¬ 
cident.  But  I  am  credibly  informed, 
that  others,  who  have  tried  the  fame 
experiment,  have  fared  much  worfe ;  fo 
that  tis  much  better  to  avoid  fuch  fa¬ 
miliarity,  as  tis  certainly  attended  with 
much  danger. 

There  are  other  ways  of  receiving 
the  infection,  which  appear  very  extraor¬ 
dinary,  but  yet  are  very  well  attefted. 
Thus  Van  Swieten  quotes  a  cafe  from 

FaU 
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Talmariusy  of  a  man  labouring  under  this 
diflemper,  who,  after  moft  earneftly  in¬ 
treating  permiffion  to  kifs  his  children 
before  he  died,  was  fuffered  to  do  it ; 
and  in  confequence  of  this,  in  feven  days 
all  his  children  fell  ill  of  the  fame  diftem- 

i 

per,  and  died.  In  this  cafe  'tis  very  poffi- 
ble,  that  fome  of  the  frothy  faliva  might 
be  conveyed  to  the  lips  or  the  mouth  of 
the  children,  which  not  being  defended 
by  the  cuticle,  might  communicate  the 
contagion,  as  it  happens  with  refpeft  to 
the  venereal  poifon.  It  is,  farther,  faid, 
that  the  breath  of  a  mad  animal  received 
into  the  Lungs  of  another,  will  produce 
the  Hydrophobia.  But  I  cannot  confider 
this  capable  of  conveying  the  contagion, 
as  I  have  feen  people  very  often,  for  many 
minutes  together,  hold  their  mouths  fo 
near  that  of  a  mad  dog,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  to  avoid  taking 
in  their  breath  at  every  infpiration,  and 
yet  no  madnefs  enfued.  I  think,  how-- 
ever,  mad  dogs  very  difagreeable  compa¬ 
nions,  and  would  by  no  means  recom¬ 
mend 
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mend  their  company  to  others.  Ccelius 
Aurelianus  mentions  a  woman,  whofe 
gown  was  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  and  who, 
upon  mending  it,  wetted  the  rent  with 
her  tongue,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
paffage  of  the  needle.  The  confequence 
was,  that  £he  fell  into  an  Hydrophobia  in 
three  days.  And  Hildanus  takes  notice 
of  another  woman,  who  fewing  a  rent  of 
her  garment,  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  'bit  off 
the  thread,  and  three  months  after  died 
of  an  Hydrophobia,  Thefe  are  extraordi¬ 
nary  occurrences,  which  have  inclined 
fome  to  imagine,  that  touching  the  froth 
emitted  from  a  mad  dog,  would  produce 
the  diftemper.  But  I  have  feen  a  boy's 
hand  in  the  very  mouth  of  a  mad  dog, 
holding  open  his  jaws,  in  order  to  force 
down  a  ball  of  medicine^  by  which  means 
his  whole  hand  was  covered  with  froth, 
and  yet  no  injury  enfued.  But  if  this 
froth  had  been  applied  to  any  part  de- 
ftitute  of  the  cuticle,  I  think  it  might 
have  conveyed  the  contagion  into  the 
habit. 


C 
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Very  remarkable  is  the  ftory  related 
by  Schenckius,  of  a  boy,  who  cleaning  a 
fword  with  which  a  mad  dog  had  been 
killed  many  years  before,  unfortunately 
cut  his  finger,  and  thereby  contrafted  an 
Hydrophobia. 

It  has  been  queftioned,  whether  eat- 
’ing  the  flefli  of  a  mad  animal,  or  the 
milk,  can  communicate  the  contagion. 
The  liver  of  the  mad  dog  has  frequently 
been  eaten  without  injury,  which  feerns 
to  determine  the  firft  in  the  negative  ;  be 
that  as  it  may,  a  caution  againft  it  could 
be  of  ufe  to  none  but  the  Chinefe^  who 
feaft  upon  animals  which  die  fpontane- 
oufly,  dogs  not  excepted.  As  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  I  know  that  the  milk  of  a  bitch  will 
communicate  the  infedlion  to  puppies, 
unlefs  it  fhould  rather  be  thought  to  be 
conveyed  by  licking  them. 


.  T  HERE  is  another  way  by  which  the 
contagion  may  be,  and  often  is,  propa¬ 
gated. 
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gated.  I  have  the  moft  unqueftionable 
authority,  that  when  a  kennel  has  been 
once  much  infefted  by  the  relidence  of 
mad  dogs  in  it,  though  all  the  ftraw  is 
burnt,  the  kennel  fumigated,  and  all 
methods  taken  to  purify  it,  yet  dogs  will 
contrail  the  diftemper  a  long  time  after 
by  lying  in  it.  And  I  have  heard  the 
fox-hunters  fay,  that  the  only  way  to 
deftroy  the  contagion  is  to  let  a  flock  of 
geefe  lie  in  it  for  a  confiderable  time. 
Whatever  efficacy  this  luftration  may 
have,  it  proves,  that  it  is  commonly 
known  that  kennels  are  infeiled,  and 
communicate  the  contagion.  '  ' 

I  SHALL  endeavour  to  fliew,  that  this 
madnefs  is  nothing  more  than  the  fever 
carnivorous  animals  are  fubjeil  to,  and 
that  it  is  inoculated  into  other  animals 
that  receive  it.  And  if  fo,  dogs  and 
other  carnivorous  animals  may  be  infedl- 
cd  by  effluvia  only,  which,  with  refpedl 
to  the  human  fpecies,  are  innocent ;  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  fmall  pox  is  pro- 

C  2  pagated 
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pagated  from  one  man  to  another,  of 

which,  however,  dogs  and  other  animals 

are  not  fufceptible.  It  is  confirmed  by 

/ 

obfervation,  that  we  may  make  almoft 
any  dog  run  mad,  by  keeping  him  fome 
time  without  water  ;  that  is,  give  him  a 
fever  ;  efpecially  if  at  the  fame  time  his 
aliment  is  rancid,  fait,  putrid,  and  fetid. 
And  this  fort  of  food,  together  with 
want  of  water,  a  very  hot  climate,  or 
one  fubjected  alternately  to  exceflive  heats 
and  immoderate  cold ;  an  extremely  hot 
and  dry  feafon  long  continued,  and  worms 
generated  in  the  kidneys,  brain,  inteftines, 
and  cavities  of  the  nofe,  are  juftly  ef- 
teemed  the  preceding  caufes  of  madnefs 
in  thefe  animals.  So  that  I  Ihould  ap¬ 
prehend,  that  the  madnefs  of  a  dog,  or 
any  other  carnivorous  animal,  is  in  re- 
ality  nothing  more  than  the  common  fe¬ 
ver  fuch  carnivorous  animals  are  princi¬ 
pally  fubjedt  to,  attended  with  a  delirium 
in  the  raving  madnefs,  and  with  a  fort 
of  coma  in  the  dumb  madnefs^  as  it  is 
called  by  the  huntfmen,  in  which  the  dog 

lies 
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lies  ftupid  and  as  it  were  fenfelefs,  taking 
no  manner  of  notice  of  any  body,  or  any 
thing,  till  he  dies,  never  attempting  to 
bite. 

With  refpedt:  to  the  propagation  of 
this  diftemper  from  brutes  to  man,  the 
difeafe  feems  to  be,  as  it  were,  inoculated 
by  the  bite  into  the  animal  which  re¬ 
ceives  it  y  for  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
wound,  whereby  the  poifon  is  received, 
grows  fore,  painful,  and  fometimes  fefters 
fome  little  before,  or  about,  the  time  the 
diftemper  begins  to  appear.  Something 
very  like  this  happens  in  the  Inoculation 
of  the  fmall  pox  ;  for  the  incifions,  where 
the  variolous  matter  had  been  introduced, 
begin  to  grow  fore  and  painful  about  the 
time  the  diftemper  begins  to  ftiew  itfelf. 
If  it  ftiould  be  alk’d,  why  thofe  fevers 
which  the  human  fpecies  is  fubjedl  to 
are  not  propagated  in  the  fame  manner 
by  inoculation,  I  anfwer,  that  the  natural 
weapon  a  dog  defends  himfelf  with  from 
his  enemy,  or  what  he.  efteerns  as  fuch, 

C  3  is 
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is  his  teeth  ;  that  of  hi  an  kind,  the  fift. 
When  a  dog,  therefore,  or  any  other  car-’ 
nivorous  animal  in  a  delirium  picks  a 
quarrel  with  any  thing  he  imagines  of¬ 
fends  him,  he  bites  his  antagonift,  and 
Tome  of  the  faliva  eiiters  by  the  wound, 
or  fcratch,  a  very  little  of  which  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  excite  the  fame  diftemper  in  the 
wounded  animal.  A  man  in  the  fame 
fituation  gives  a  flap  on  the  face,  a  box 
on  the  ear,  or  a  pinch,  by  which  no 
wound  is  made,  and  none  of  the  excre- 
■mentitious  juices  difcharged  from  the  lick 
•perfon  is,  convey’d  into  the  habit.  But 
there  are  fome  inftances  of  contagion  be¬ 
ing  propagated  by  an  accidental  wound, 
made  by  a  (harp  inirrument,  when  fome 
excrementitious  juices  from  a  morbid 
body  have  been  incautioufly  applied  to 
the  wounded  part,  and  fometimes  even 
by  the  bite  of  a  perfon  in  a  fever,  where 
there  v/as  no  fufpicion  of  the  canine 
madnefs,  of  which  let  the  following 
cafe  fent  to  me  for  my  opinion,  be  an 
evidence. 

To 
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ro  Dr.  AME  S. 


SIR, 

The  following  cafe  is  fubmitted  to  you 
for  your  opinion  and  diredlions. 

A  Gentlewoman  who  attended  a  lady 
of  quality  in  January  laft ;  was 
unfortunately  bit  by  her,  when  fhe  was 
in  a  frenfy,  in 'the  extreme  joint  of  her 
little  finger,  which  juft  drew  blood. 
Pain  and  inflammation  enfued,  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  turpentine  was  applied  to  the  part. 
But  the  furgeon  could  not  keep  the  wound 
from  healing  and  Ikinning  over  very 
foon. 

T  H£  inflammation  upon  the  joint,  ne- 
verth clefs,  continued  for  fome  weeks  af¬ 
ter.  Three  daj^s  after  the  bite,  flie  was 
bled,  and  took  a  purge.  About  a  week 
after  that,  the  was  feized  with  a  fpitting 
of  much  froth,  a  fyrnptom,  that  attended 
the  lady  quite  through  her  illnefs.  This 

C  4  fpitting 
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(pitting  continued,  bating  a  fhort  inter¬ 
val,  for  a  conliderable  time  ;  a  fever  fol¬ 
lowed  it ;  the  inflammation  on  the  finger 
encreafed. 

Upon  this  a  blifter  was  laid  on  one 
arm,  which  difeharged  copioufly  for  a 
fortnight  i  but  it  was  attended  with  a 
high  inflammation. 

After  the  bliftef  dried,  (lie  was  bled 
again,  and  took  another  dofe  of  phyfic : 
and  in  two  or  three  davs  after,  the  arm 
grew  more  inflamed,  and  there  (hot  thro* 
it  violent  darting  pains,  the  fame  as  in 
the  finger  j  and  thefs  pains  lafied,  as 
long  as  the  fever  fits,  which  continued 
about  twelve  hours. 

Upon  this  the  gentlewoman  took  to 
her  bed,  and  determined  to  try  your 
powders.  < 

The  firft  dofe  v/as  half  a  paper,  which 
gave  two  or  three  gentle  pukes,  brought 

ofl' 
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off  a  pretty  deal  of  difcoloured  phlegm ; 
produced  a  copious  fweat  for  eight  or 
nine  hours,  and  many  fmall  eruptions 
and  efflorefcences  appeared  on  the  Ikin ; 
which  fwelled  in  the  face  and  hands, 
and  other  parts. 

Upon  the  ceffation  of  the  fweat,  the 
fever  returned,  and  fhe  took  the  fame 
dofc  as  before,  on  the  fecond  day ;  which 
renewed  the  fweat,  and  kept  the  eruption 
out,  and  ihe  continued  taking  the  pow¬ 
ders,  a  quarter  of  a  paper  only  at  a  time, 
for  two  days  after,  a  dofe  each  day. 

The  apothecary  apprehending  the  fe¬ 
ver  was  quite  fubdued,  by  the  eruption 
dying  away,  fhe  omitted  the  powders  on 
Friday  the  5th  day,  and  on  Saturday  the 
fever  returned  with  more  violence.  She 
then  took  half  a  paper  more ;  following 
the  diredtions  all  along,  by  drinking  plen¬ 
tifully  of  diluting  liquors,  as  barley  wa¬ 
ter,  &c. 


This 
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This  fwcated,  as  before^  and  the  eva¬ 
cuation  lafted  twenty-four  hours.  Upon 
this  the  water  feparated  kindly,  and  there 
being  a  clear  intermiffion,  the  bark  was 
given  ;  and  the  fever  came  no  more. 
And  the  inflammation  of  the  finger  went 
intirely  off,  for  five  weeks. 

’T IS  now  (June  22)  return’d  ;  -and 
about  a  week  before  its  return  the  fpit- 
ting  came  again,  with  occafional  ‘fick  fits, 
and  vomiting.  The  apothecary  has  ta¬ 
ken  away  five  or  fix  ounces  of  blood  ; 
a  few  days  after  gave  a  gentle  purge  ; 
v/hich  after  an  interval  of  fix  days,  is  this 
day  renewed.  But  the  inflammation  of 
the  finger  fcill  continues  with  itching  and 
flaooting  pains ;  and  there  are  fmall  blad¬ 
ders  of  water  upon  the  joint  and  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  finger,  v/hich  difcharge  a 
little.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  all  thro’ 
this  illnefs’,  fhe  has  had  unufual  pains 
and  diforders  in  her  head,  quite  different 
from  common  headachs,  with  which  fhe 

has 
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has  been  much  affliftcd.  She  has  a 
weakly  conftitution,  bad  nerves ;  and' the 
evacuations  of  the  powders,  tho'  it  re¬ 
moved  the  fever,  were  followed  by  hyf- 
terical  fymptoms. 

June  22,  1754* 

The  lady’s  cafe,  who  bit  this  gentle¬ 
woman,  was  a  remitting  fever,  which 
became  continual ;  and  there  was  not  the 
leaft  reafon  to  apprehend  fhe  had  ever  re¬ 
ceived  an*  Injury  from  any  mad  anirhal. 
I  was  confulted  by  letter ;  but  my  direc¬ 
tions  came  too  late,  for  I  think  fhe  died 
either  before  my  letter  arrived,  or  very 
foon  after. 

Boerhaave  has  very  diligently  col¬ 
lected  from  all  preceding  authors  upon 
th  is  fubjeCt,  the  fymptoms  of  madnefs  in 
a  dog.  This  is  a  tafk  of  great  confe- 
quence,  as  at  the  fame  time  it  teaches  us 
to  diftinguiili  when  a  dog  is  mad,  it  gives 
a  caution  to  avoid  corning  near  him,  and 

the 
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tlie  dreadful  confequences.  But  as 

erhaave  feems  ta  Eave  defcribed  a  mad 

dog  not  from  his  own  obfervations,  but 

from  thofe  of  others,  I  think  there  are 

fome  circumftances  in  which  he  is  niif- 

«• 

taken,  which  I  lhall  take  notice  of,  after 
giving  his  aphorifm  upon  this  fubjedt. 

The  figns  of  an  approaching  mad- 
nefs  in  dogs  are,  according  to  him, 
thefe.  They  become  dull,  foiitary,  and 
endeavour  to  get  out  of  fight,  and  hide 
themfelves  >  they  are  mute,  as  to  their 
bark,  but  make  a  kind  of  murmuring 
noife,  refufing,  at  the  fame  time,  all 
kinds  of  meat  and  drink.  They  are 
enraged,  and  fly  upon  ftrangers,  but, 
in  this  flage,  remember  and  refpedl 
**  their  mafters.  Their  ears  and  head 
hang  down,  and  they  walk  nodding,  as 
if  overpowered  by  fleep.  This  is  the 
firfl:  flage  of  the  diflemper,  and  a  bite 
received  then  is  very  dangerous,  but 
not  of  the  worfl:  kind.  Then  they 
begin  to  pant,  and  hang  out  their 

tongue, 
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tongue,  to  emit  a  great  deal  of  froth 

from, their  mouths,  which  they  keep 

perpetually  open  :  fometimes  they 

walk  flowly,  as  if  half  aileep,  and  then 

fuddenly  run,  but  not'  always  direCtly 

forward,  as  is  pretended  :  at  laft  they 

begin  to  forget  their  mafters.  Mean 

time  their  eyes  look  difpirited  and  dull, 

full  of  tears,  and  red ;  their  tongue  is 

of  a  lead  colour  s  they  are  fuddenly  ex- 

tenuated,  and  now  rage  exceffively. 

They  feldom  furvive  this  fecond  ftage 

‘‘  thirty  hours,  and  a  bite  received  at 

this  time  [Boerhaave  fays)  is  incura- 

ble  ;  but  the  more  raging  the  animal 

is,  the  longer  he  has  been  affeiled,  and 

the  nearer  he  is  to  death,  the  more 

dangerous  is  the  bite,  the  more  violent 

are  the  fubfequent  fymptoms,  and  the 

fooner  they  come  on  ;  and  vice  verfaJ* 

\  , 

In  this  defcription  of  a  mad  dog,  our 
author  feems  to  have  confounded  the 
fymptoms  of  the  dumb  madnefsy  as  it  is 
called,  with  thofe  of  the  raghig  madnefsy 

the 
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the  former  of  which  I  took  notice  of 

% 

before  ;  and  fo  far  is  a  dog  from  being 
mute  in  the  raging  madnefs,  that  he  will 
bark  incelfantly  for  a  whole  day  or  two, 
if  confined  ;  and  one  of  the  firft  and 
mofi;  certain  figns  of  approaching  niad- 
nefs  in  a  dog  is,  a  remarkable  alteration 
in  the  tone  of  his  bark,  which  founds 
hoarfe  and  hollow,  and  which  in  no  de¬ 
gree  refembles  murmuring.  This  I  have 
had  frequent  occafions  of  obferving.  I 
am  fenfible,  however,  that  every  dog  that 
is  hoarfe  does  not  go  mad.  Boerhaave' 
has  alfo  omitted  the  mofi:  certain  charac- 
teriilic  of  madnefs  in  a  dog,  tho’  I  find 
his  commentator.  Van  Swteten,  has  quo¬ 
ted  it  from  my  pamphlet  in  1741.  It  is, 
that  all  other  dogs,  upon  fmelling  the 
dog  going  mad,  will  avoid  him,  and  run 
away  with  horror,  fiiaking  their  heads 
with  fome  vehemence.  Bommius  fays, 
other  do^s  are  even  terrified  at  the  fi^ht 
of  mad  dogs,  or  at  hearing  them  bark. 

I  have  frequently  feen  a  very  fmall  mad 
dog  walking,  or  rather  trotting,  down  a 
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ftreet,  and  obferved  very  large  and  fierce 
dogs  come  out  of  houfes,  and  the  yards 
•  of  inns,  as  is  ufual  upon  any  uncommon 
noife,  with  an  apparent  intention  of  wor¬ 
rying  the  little  miferable  animal ;  but 
the  infiant  they  approached,  they  turned 
away  from  him  with  the  utmofi;  preci¬ 
pitation,  and  made  their  efcape  with 
all  imaginable  figns  of  terror  and  con- 
fternation. 

Desault  relates  the  cafe  of  a  lady, 
who  going  in  her  chariot  from  Bourdeaux 
to  Medoe^  obferved  a  little  ft  ray  dog  upon 
the  road,  which  fell  upon  all  the  fliep- 
herd’s  dogs,  and  the  dogs  at  every  houfe 
file  pafled  by,  though  much  larger  than 
himfelf,  and  put  them  to  flight.  This 
behaviour  gained  the  lady’s  efteem  fo  far, 
that  file  took  him  home,  and  by  that 
,  means  ftie,  her  coachman,  and  fome  of 
her  children  were  bit.  Hence  I  Ihould 
depend  much  on  the  experiment  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Hijlory  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Scie?ices,  This  is,  when  a  dog  is  killed 

upon 
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upon  Eifpicion  of  being  mad,  without  an 
abfolute  certainty,  to  rub  a  piece  of 
dreffed  meat  on  the  teeth  and  gums  of 
the  dead  dog,  and -when  this  is  offered  to 
another  dog,  if  the  dog  which  was  killed 
was  mad,  the  other  will  refufe  it  with 
great  terror,  or  otherwife  he  will  eat  it. 

The  following  cafe  will  furnifh  a  mofl 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  diflinguifhing 
faculty  of  dogs  upon  fuch  occafions. 

In  January i  I747>  T^homas  Fields  a 
Bafket-maker  and  Turner,  who  at  that 
time  lived  next  door  but  one  to  Haddock's 
bagnio.  Charing  Crofs,  but  fince  kept  a 
Turner’s  fhop  in  King-Jlreety  Wejlminjlery 
was  feverely  bit  about  the  middle  of  the 
arm,  by  his  own  dog,  a  very  large  ma-^ 
ftiff,  that  was  mad.  There  were  two 
very  large  wounds.  A  tumor  enfued 
more  than  twice  as  large  as  a  tennis- 
ball,  and  was  propagated  as  far  as  the 
flioulder,  looking  very  black,  and  being 
rxceffively  hard.  Another  dog  belonging 
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to  the  next  houfe  was  bit  by  the  fame 
dog,  much  about  the  fame  time.  Mr. 
Field  immediately  confulted  Dr.  Meady 
by  whofe  direftion  he  was  blooded,  took 
the  Pulvis  antilyjjusy  of  the  alh -coloured 
liverwort  and  pepper,  and  an  ointment 
was  applied  to  the  arm.  The  neighbour's 
dog  was  prudently  chained  up,  to  fee 
whether  he  went  mad  or  not,  but  Mr. 
Field' ^  dog  was  killed.  Some  antidote 
was  alfo  given  to  the  dog  that  was  pre- 
ferved.  Mr.  Field  continued  very  well, 
except  that  his  arm  was  painful  for  about 
a  fortnight :  but  at  that  time  the  neigh¬ 
bour  s  dog  going  mad,  he  was  impru¬ 
dently  hanged  upon  the  iron  rails  which 
fence  the  ftatue  at  Charing  Crofs,  juft  • 
before  Mr.  Fields  door^  and  in  his  light. 
I'his  put  him  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion,  and  terrified  hirn  almoft  to  a  degree 
of  madnefs. 

At  this  time  I  was  applied  to.  I  di- 
redted  a  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
into  the  arm,  and  foon  after  this  appli- 
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cation,  the  tumor  fubfided,  and  the 
wounds  difcharged  a  well-digefted  mat¬ 
ter.  I  think  he  alfo  took  fmall  dofes  of 
T^urpeth  MineraU  but  cannot  be  certain. 
At  the  end,  however,  of  a  month  from 
the  bite,  when  the  wounds  healed,  he 
came  to  my  houfe  alone,  more  raving 
and  delirious,  than  I  ever  faw  any  one 
under  the  influence  of  that  madnefs.  I 
immediately  ordered  two  fervants  to  at¬ 
tend  him  home,  and  gave  him,  as  foon 
as  it  could  be  prepared,  a  bolus  with  ten 
grains  of  7urpeth  Mineral.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  was  put  to  bed,  and  in  one  hour 
after  the  T^urpeth  Miner aly  he  took  the 
Tonqiiin  remedy,  as  it  is  called,''  confift- 
ing  of  native  and  factitious  cinnabar,  each 
twenty-flve  grains,  with  fourteen  grains 
of  mufk.  The  Tnrpeth  Miner aly  though  a 
ftrong  emetic,  and  in  a  very  large  dole, 
neither  vomited  nor  purged  him ;  but 
he  fell  afleep  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
after  taking  the  "Tonquin  remedy,  and 
continued  fo  nine  hours,  fweatins:  confl- 
derably  all  the  time.  In  the  morning 

he 
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he  awokfe  perfectly  in  his  fenfes,  and  in 
every  refpedl  well.  He  is  now  alive, 
and  has  never  had  the  lead:  relapfe.  I 
fliould  have  taken  notice,  that  he  went 
to  Gra^efendy  and  was  dip’d  in  the  fait 
-water  at  firft.,  . 

But  his  diforder  was  attended  with 
one  very  remarkable  circumftance,  rela¬ 
tive  to  which  I  muft  be  very  particular, 
as  it  may  contribute  to  eftablifh  a  point 
of  great  confequence,  to  any  who 
hereafter  mav  be  in  doubt,  whether 
either  man  or  dog  labours  under  this 
diftemper. 

Field,  amongft  other  things,  dealt  in 
butter,  and  had  for  fome  years  furnifhed 
my  family  with  it.  This  brought  him 
twice  or  thrice  a  week  to  my  houfe  ; 
and  belides  this,  he  had  a  very  particular 
intimacy  with  one  of  my  domeftics, 
whom  I  believe  he  fcldom  failed  vifiting 
any  one  day.  This  minute  circumftance 
I  only  mention,  to  ftiew  how  he  became 
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.very  familiar  with  three  fpaniels  I  then 
kept.  Thefe  creatures  were  fo  remarka¬ 
bly  fond  of  him,  that  whenever  he  came 
tomy'lioufe,  they  leap’d  upon  his  lap, 
and  made  him  all  manner  of  careffes. 
But  the  night  he  came  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  diftemper,  the  moment  he 
entered  the  kitchen,  they  all  ran  away 
.to  the  very  top  of  the  garret  flairs,  bark¬ 
ing,  and  making  a  kind  of  howl,  and 
with  all  other  figns  of  the  utmoft  diflrefs 
and  conflernation.  And  this  they  re¬ 
peated  eveiy  time  he  came  to  my  houfe 
for  three  years  after,  and  were  at  lafl 
with  difficulty  reconciled  to  him. 

It  has  feemed  pretty  extraordinary  to 
mofi  authors,  who  have  treated  of  this 
diftemper,  that  the  poifon  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  fo  long,  as  it  were  dormant,  with¬ 
out  producing  any  diftemper  ;  and  at  laft, 
without  any  manifeft  incitement,  pro¬ 
duce  a  difeafe,  of  all  others  the  moft 
alarming.  And  this  not  at  any  ftated 
period,  but  fometimes  in  a  very  few  days, 
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and,  in  other  inftances,  after  an  interval 
of  many  months,  or  even  years,  from  re¬ 
ceiving  the  contagion.  Eat  I  think  the 
wonder  will  ceafe,  if  we  confider  that  all 
difeafes  propagated  by  effluvia,  con  tail, 
cr  inoculation,  (not  including  the  wounds 
of  venomous  animals,  as  vipers,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others)  require  fome  time  before 
they  can  exert  their  efficacy,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  produce  a  manifeft  di- 
ftemper. 

Thus  neither  the  fmall  pox,  nor  con¬ 
tagious  fevers,  produce  the  diftemper  im¬ 
mediately,  or  after  certain  and  ftated  in¬ 
tervals,  but  in  fome  conftitutions  fooner, 
in  others  later.  This  was  manifeft  in  the 
celebrated  infeftious  diftemper  which  was 
contradled  by  fo  great  a  number  of  people 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  April,  1750  ;  for 
fome  were  feized  in  a  few  days,  and 
others  after  fix  weeks. 

The  Itch  does  not  appear  as  foon  as 
the  infedtion  is  received,  nor  does  the 
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leprofy  ;  and  neither  at  any  ftated  period. 
And  if  I  may  give  credit  to  the  moft 
folemn  affeverations  of  many  patients, 
who  have  been  fomewhat  unfortunate  in 
their  amours,  fbme  have  perceived  the 
confequences  in  twenty-four  hours,  from 
the  receipt  of  the  infeftion,  whilft  others 
have,  for  fome  years,  remained  in  ap¬ 
pearance  totally  free  from  the  diftemper, 
till  at  laid  it  has  difcovered  itfelf  with  a 
degree  of  inveteracy  that  might  have 
been  expelled  from  its  being  harboured 
fo  long  in  the  habit. 

All  thefe  varieties,  however,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  occur  in  the  diftemper 
that  is  the  fubjedl  of  this  tread fe,  may 
readily  be  accounted  for  from  every  cir- 
cumftance  that  can  contribute  to  a 
diange  either  in  the  vital  fluids,  or  the 
folid  fibres.  Thus  every  evident  quality 
of  the  atrnofphere,  as  its  weight,  con¬ 
tents,  and  heat,  befides  perhaps  many 
other  properties  thereof,  with  Vv^hich  we 
are  unacquainted ;  the  falubrity  of  food, 
and  the  regularity,  or  the  reverfe,  with 
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refpeft  to  the  ufe  of  it  ;  exercife,  the 
paffions,  the  excretions,  lleep,  lingulari- 
ties  in  the  conftitution,  and  the  degree 
of  infedtion  received,  either  with  refoedl 

X 

to  quantity  or  malignity,  may  accelerate 
or  retard  the  progrefs  of  contagion  re¬ 
ceived  by  any  means  whatever  5  or  may 
even  totally  diffipate  it,  fo  that  it  fhall 
never  adl  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  produce 
a  diftemper.  For  contagion,  like  treafon, 
feldom  manifefts  itfelf  by  an  overt  adt, 
till  it  has  fecretly  form'd  a  party  in  the 
microcofm,  fufficient  to  excite  a  diftur- 
bance. 

What  I  have  faid  is  true  of  every 
diftemper  I  am  acquainted  with,  that  is 
propagated  by  infedlion ;  and  that  it  is 
true  in  regard  to  the  Hydrophohm,  is 
proved  by  a  great  number  of  cafes  re¬ 
corded  in  the  annals  of  phyfic,  which 
evince  not  only,  that  the  poifon  of  a 
mad  animal  exerts  Itfelf  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  but  that  fometimes  it  excites  a 
kind  of  periodical  madnefs,  which  recurs 
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after  certain  intervals  ;  and  that  many 
people  have  been  wounded  by  mad  ani¬ 
mals,  who  never  contradled  anv  diftem-^ 
per  from  it,  tho'  nothing  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  to  prevent  it. 

I  ONCE  knew  a  footman,  belonging  to 
a  very  near  relation  of  mine,  who  was 
three  times  bit  by  dogs  manifeftly  mad, 
infomuch  that  feveral  animals  bit  by  the 
fame  dogs,  near  the  fame  hour,  contraft- 
ed  the  diftemper,  and  died.  This  fellow 
was  fo  obftlnate,  that  he  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  do  the  leaft  thing  by  way 
of  precaution,  and  yet  never  had  the 
Jeaft  tendency  to  an  Hydrophobia ;  fo  far 
from  it,  that  he  died  many  years  after,  in 
confequence  of  drinking  too  much,  at  an 
alehoufe  in  White-ChappeU  of  which  he 
was  mafter. 

As  to  the  time  that  the  infeftlon  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  animal  may 
continue  latent,  without  producing  a  di- 
Remper,  Ccelius  Aurelianus  only  obfcrves, 

that 


CANINE  MADNESS.  41 

that  fome  fall  ill  fooner  after  the  bite, 
others  later ;  that  fome  are  a  year  or 
more  before  they  are  fenfible  of  its  ef- 
fefts,  but  moft  perceive  it  after  forty 
days.  Galen  is  of  much  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.  Diofeorides  relates,  not  upon  his 
own  knowledge,  but  report,  that  people 
have  gone  mad  feven  years  after  the  in-  , 
fedlion  was  received.  Pauhis  and  ABu-- 
ariiis  agree  with  Galen  and  Diofeoridesy  as 
to  the  time.  Stalpart  V mder  Wiel  quotes 
cafes  from  feveral  authors,  where  the  in- 
feftion  has  broke  out  in  an  Hydrophobia 
eighteen,  thirty,  even  forty  years  after 
the  bite. 

Of  the  three  cafes  Hildanus  gives  us, 
the  two  firft  continued  perfedlly  well  for 
three  months ;  but  the  man  who  received 
a  fcratch  upon  the  thumb,  continued 
well  about  feven.  In  Dr.  Lijier\  patient 
the  confequences  of  the  poifon  appeared 
in  five  weeks ;  and  in  Dr.  HowmanSy  in 
fix. 
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But  there  arc  inftances  of  perfons  af- 
fedled  with  the  diftemper  in  twenty-four 
hours,  of  which,  however,  I  have  never 
feen  an  example  till  very  lately.  But  I 
muft  remark,  that  I  do  not  abfolutelv 
give  credit  to  thofe  hillories  of  cafes, 
which  reprefent  the  contagion  as  lying 
dormant  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  at  laft  producing  an  Hydrophobia, 
Thofe  who  relate  them  might  probably 
make  a'  very  obvious  miftake.  It  has 
been  remarked  above,  that  the  Hydros 
phobia  is  frequently  obferved  in  many  di- 
ftempers  beiides  that  excited  by  the  bite 
of  a  mgd  animal.  Now  perhaps  there  is 
fcarcely  a  perfon  to  be  found,  who  has 
not  at  one  time  or  other  been  bit  by  a 
dog,  or  had  fuch  intercourfe  with  that 
animal,  as  is  generally  thought  fuilicient 
to  produce  an  Hydrophobia.  If  therefore 
twenty  or  thirty  years  after,  a  perfon 
ihould  have  any  other  diftemper,  attend¬ 
ed  with  an  averlion  to  drink,  it  is  very 
likely,  that  either  the  patient,  or  his 
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friends,  may  recollcft  fome  kind  of  com¬ 
munication  with  a  dog  ;  and  the  Hydro^ 
phobia^  tho’  from  a  very  different  caufe, 
may  be  unjuftly  aferibed  to  the  innocent 
animal.  However  I  think  it  is  agreed, 
that  the  diftemper  moft  generally  begins 
to  manifeft  itfelf  about  forty  days  after 
the  bite. 

A 

Th  at  the  diftemper  excited  by  the 
contagion  of  a  mad  animal  is  fometimes 
periodical,  and  not  always  immediately 
fatal,  the  following  hiftories  will  abun¬ 
dantly  evince. 

Roscius,  in  a  letter  to  Hildanus^ 
which  the  laft  mentioned  author  has 
given  us  after  Obfervat.  86.  Cent.  i.  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  in  the  month  of  Augujly 
1581,  a  lady  received  a  wound  in  her 
left  arm,  by  a  mad  dog,  which  ftie  had 
the  misfortune  to  meet  in  the  ftreet.  A 
ftrong  ligature  was  made  upon  her  arm 
above  the  bite,  and  topics  applied.  The 
place  was  alfo  cauterifed,  and  had  inci- 
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lions  made  upon  it.  Alexipharmics  were 
prefcribed  by  her  phyficians.  After  this 
Ihe  continued  well  till  the  feventh  year, 
when  Ihe  was  feized  with  violent  pains 
in  the  arm  formerly  wounded,  which 
feemed  to  her  as  if^a  dog  was  gnawing 
it.  This  was  fucceeded  by  a  raving,  and 
deliiium,  a  melancholy,  and  dejecSednefs, 
partinacious  watchings,  Infatiable  thirfl:, 
a  fever  and  great  weaknefs.  She  had  a 
great  .averiion  to  food,  but  had  no  Hy^ 
drophohia^  for  llie  drank  freely.  With 
proper  care,  in  a  few  days,  £he  recovered, 
the  lymptoms  .gradually  difappearing. 
Seven  years  after  this  Ihe  was  again  feized 
with  violent  diforders,  which  began  in 
the  fame  arm.  The  place  particularly 
where  the  bite  formerly  had  been,  was 
extremely  painful,  and  fomewhat  con- 
vulfed.  Befides  this,  Ihe  felt  almoft  in- 
fufferable  gripings,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
her  old  watchings  and  third:  returned. 
However,  die,  at  lead,  fecmcd  to  be 
cured  a  fccond  time  5  but  in  dx  years  af¬ 
ter  all  the  fame  fymptoms  returned. 

This 


CANINE  MADNESS.  45 

This  was  twenty  years  after  receiving  the 
wound.  The  next  year  fhe  had  another 
fit  of  the  fame  illnefs  ;  in  the  twenty- 
fecond,  two ;  and  in  the  twenty-third, 
three ;  and  in  the  year  1604,  when  this 
letter  was  wrote,  fhe  had  been  tormented 
with  two  more.  It  is  likewife  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  fhe  felt  convulfive  motions  and 
pains  in  the  wounded  arm,  upon  any  al¬ 
terations  in  the  weather. 

Dr.  Lister  tells  us  of  a  tradefman  in 
London,  who  had,  for  twenty-five  years, 
been  troubled  with  convullions  of  his 
head,  which  often  obliged  him  to  move 
it  with  great  velocity,  fideways,  from 
fhoulder  to  fhoulder ;  and  in  thefe  parox- 
yfms,  which  feized  him  in  the  night, 
he  would  make  a  ftrange  noife,  refem- 
bling  the  barking  of  a  dog.  Upon  exa¬ 
mination  the  Dodlor  thought  there  was 
great  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  odd  dif- 
order  was  originally  caufed  by  the  bite  of 
a  dog,  which  he  had  received  many  years 
before.  And  in  this  he  was  much  con¬ 
firmed. 
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finned,  by  fome  accounts  given  him  by 
the  man’s  wife,  which,  he  fays,  are  not 
to  be  mentioned* 

In  the  Philofophical  7’ranJaBions  we  are 
told,  tliat  in  Irelandy  about  the  lafl:  of  Oc- 
tabevy  1679,  two  boys,  about  nine  or  ten 
years  old,  handled  and  wa£hed  the  head 
of  a  dog,  which  had  been  bitten  by  a 
mad  one.  The  dog  never  was  difor- 
dered,  but,  about  May^  1680,  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  feized  with  a  grinding  pain 
towards  the  bottoms  of  their  bellies, 
which  afcended  gradually  towards  their 
navels.  About  ^uly  i,  they  were  feized 
with  a  flow  flux,  and  fainting  fits,  when 
the  pain  aflaulted  them.  Some  time  af¬ 
ter,  this  pain  got  above  the  ftomach, 
upon  which  they  had  very  violent  con- 
vulfive  motions,  particularly  about  the 
ilomach  and  belly,  with  foaming  at  the 
mouth,  in  the  intervals  of  their  fits, 
Thefe  fymptoms  continued  and  increafed 
till  the  latter  end  of  AuguJI y  thdit  they 
were  taken  with  a  fear  of  watery  in  fo 

much 
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much  that,  upon  the  fight  of  any  thing 
liquid,  they  would  fall  down  as  dead, 
and  continue  fonic  little  time  in  a  fwoon* 
Then  they  would  tumble  and  tofs  with 
violent  motions,  and  diftortions.  of  their 
bodies,  accompanied  with  heavy  groans  ; 
and  ordinarily,  the  eldeft  efpecially,  fnarl- 
ed  and  barked,  and  endeavoured  to  bite 
like  a  dog.  In  about  an  hour  they  would 
recover,  and  creep  away,  as  if  afraid  of 
any  body  that  was  near  them.  They 
came  entirely  to  themfelves  when  the  fits 
v/ent  off,  which  returned  daily,  till  about 
the  middle  of  September  and  then  their 
diforder  was  more  violent,  and  they  more 
wild  than  ever,  infomuch,  that  in  the 
intervals,  they  could  not  endure  any  com¬ 
pany,  not  even  that  of  each  other.  This 
continued  about  a  week,  and  then  the 
eldeft  cried  out  to  his  father,  as  one  fur- 
priftd,  that  he  was  well  ;  which  accor¬ 
dingly  both  he  and  his  brother  were,  and 
continued  fo  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
then  they  fell  ill  again,  and  recovered  in 
feven  days,  without  any  further  relapfe. 

It 
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It  Is  remarkable,  that  they  both  Went  in¬ 
to,  and  came  out  of,  their  fits  at  the 
fame  time.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  in  Auguji  they  took  dofes  of 
Mercurius  vit(Z  and  antimony,  with  Ve-- 
nice  treacle,  and  the  teftaceous  powders. 

1  HAVE  been  told  alfo,  by  Mr.  Blackett 
a  gentleman  of  veracity,  of  a  cafe  where 
the  diftemper  appeared  periodically  in  a 
boy,  who  was  whipper-in  to  a  pack  of 
fox-hounds  in  the  north  of  England. 

I  WAS  a  few  years  ago  confulted  for 
Mrs.  Clarky  a  relation  to  Mr.  Barrow y  of 
St.  yohns  Square.  She  had  been  for 
upwards  of  two  years  afflicfled  with  a 
fever  on  her  fpirits  and  nerves,  as  it  was 
called,  which  reduced  her  fo  very  low, 
that  Ihe  was  unable  to  fee  any  company, 
and  was  ready  to  fink  at  the  leafl  noife. 
Every  objed:  feemed  diftorted  and  fright¬ 
ful,  and  fo  great  watchfulnefs  attended 
the  diforder,  that  flie  has  been  often  fix 
or  eight  nights  fucceflively  without  fleep, 

tho’ 
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though  one  hundred  and  twenty  drops  of 
Liquid  Laudanum  were  given  her  at  a 
time  to  procure  it.  Her  friends  tried  all 
means  for  her  relief  that  were  advifed, 
but  without  effedt,  and  (he  was  fuppofed 
paft  all  hopes  of  recovery. 

She  took  a  few  dofes  of  the  Fever 
Powdery  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  her  dif- 
order  proceeded  from  a  flow  fever,  and 
in  a  few  days  was  perfeftly  well.  At 
this  time  I  had  not  feen  her,  but  fome 
little  time  after,  I  became  acquainted 
with  her,  and  learned  from  herfelf  and 
friends  the  following  particulars. 

She  had  been  bit  by  a  mad  dog  about 
two  years  before,  and  had  never  been 
perfedlly  well  afterwards.  But  the  next 
year,  nearly  at  the  fame  feafon  in  which 
the  had  received  the  wound,  all  the 
,  fymptoms  abovementioned  appeared  with 
i  great  violence.  What  meafures  were  ta- 
.1  ken  I  cannot  learn,  but  in  fome  weeks 
Ihe  became  much  better.  The  fecond 

E 


year 


A  TREATISE  ON 


50 

year,  at  the  fame  feafon,  her  diforders 
were  again  exafperated  as  before  ;  and 
it  was  then  fhe  took  the  Fever  powdery 
with  the  fuccefs  mentioned  above.  An¬ 
other  circumftance  flie  related  worth  ob- 
fervation  is,  that  upon  thefe  periodical 
returns  of  the  diforder,  all  objects  ap¬ 
peared  to  her  red,  and  feemed  on  fire. 
This  lady  is,  I  hear,  at  this  time  alive, 
and  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  and  I  do 
not  hear  fhe  has  ever  had  any  return. 

T  HE  cafe  of  yohn  Neale y  recorded  in  the 
Philofophical  Franfadlionsy  No.  495.  is  a 
confirmation  of  v/hat  is  at  prefent  ad¬ 
vanced,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  proves 
the  Lichen  cinereus  terrejlris  not  to  be 
infallible. 

This  man  was  bit  by  a  mad  dog  on 
the  thumb,  the  T/mrfday  before  Michael¬ 
mas  day,  1741.  The  wound  was  fcari- 
fied,  he  was  blooded  ^  he  ufed  the  cold 
bath,  and  took  the  Ltchen  cinereus  terrejlris 
with  pepper,  as  directed  in  the  Diipen- 

fary. 
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fary,  under  the  title  of  Puhis  Antilyffus. 
But  at  the  full  moon,  which  happened  a 
fortnight  after,  all  the  fymptoms  of  mad- 
nefs  came  on  with  great  violence.  The 
phyficians  treated  him  very  prudently  in 
the  antiphlogiftic  method,  by  bleeding, 
blifters,  gentle  opiates,  and  laxatives. 
His  life  was  preferved,  but  he  was  not 
totally  cured ;  for  at  the  periods  of  the 
moon,  the  fymptoms  returned  in  fome 
degree,  but  llightly.  So  far  the  Philofo- 
phical  PranfaSlions,  But  upon‘  enquiry  I 
am  informed  that  the  man  is  now  dead, 
and  that  during  his  life  he  Vv^as  always  at 
the  full  moon  feized  with  diforders  of 
the  head,  refembling  thofe  he  felt  upon 
the  firft  attack,  attended  with  a  flight 
alienation  of  mind,  and  an  involuntary 
difpofition  to  ramble,  which  laid  him 
under  a  neceffity  of  bleeding  as  often  as 
the  diforder  returned,  from  which  he 
found  great  relief. 

E  2  It 
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It  appears  from  ^  Cczlius  Aurelianus^ 
that  fomething  of  this  kind  had  been 
obferved  by  the  ancient  phyficians,  the 
truth  of  which,  however,  our  author  dif- 
putes.  He  fays,  we  are  not  to  give 
credit  to  Demetrius,  when  he  alTerts 
that  this  diforder  may  be  chronical  % 
for  he  [Demetrius^  fays,  that  fome 
have  been  for  tv/o  years  affedled  with 
a  flight  degree  of  an  Hydrophobia'" 

The  fymptoms  of  this  diftemper  vary 
fo  much  in  different  perfons,  that  it  is 
not  polfible  to  defcribe  it  with  that  ac¬ 
curacy  which  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jedt  fhould  feem  to  demand.  And  it  is 
fomewhat  more  difficult,  becaufe  the 
diforder  is  providentially  fo  rare,  that  no 
phyfician  has  feen  a  number  of  cafes 

fufficient 

*  Nec  Demetrio  danda  fides  eft  dicenti,  quod  eti- 
am  tarda  haec  paffio  pofiit  efte,  hoc  eft  diuturna,  quam 
Graeci  Chroniam  vocant :  fiquidem  dicit  in  ifta  paf- 
fione  levi  timore  affedlos  biennium  tranfgiffe. 

Calius  Aurelianus,  L.  3.  Acut.  C.  ir. 
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fufficient  for  fo  ample  an  information  as 
is  requifite  for  drawing  an  exadl  pidture 
of  the  difeafe.  And  the  fyftematic  wri¬ 
ters  have  in  general  colledied  all  the 
fymptoms  from  all  the  cafes  upon  record, 
and  united  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
a  perfon  who  reads  their  accounts,  would 
be  inclined  to  think,  that  every  fymptom 
which  has  ever  appeared  in  one  patient, 
has  been  obferved  in  all.  But  this  is 
not  true,  either  with  refpedl  to  brutes  or 
men.  It  is  in  this  manner  that  Boer-- 
haave,  as  I  obferved  before,  has  defcribed 
the  Hydrophobia ;  but  I  think  his  com¬ 
mentator  Van  SwieteUy  has  fet  it  in  a 
jufter  light. 


But  of  all  the  authors  who  have 
treated  this  fubjeft,  none  has  done  it  with 
greater  precilion,  or  preferved  the  refern- 
blance  of  what  adlually  happens  '  in  an 
Hydrophobia,  more  than  Calms  Aurelia- 
nils,  a  moft  excellent  author,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  every  thing  but  ftile,  which  is 
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beyond  all  meafure  barbarous  and  per¬ 
plexing. 

Ke  tells  us,  L.  3.  C.  14.  that  the  part 
fujf'ers  firjiy  which  originally  received  the 
wound.  And  L.  3.  C.  ii.  he  fays,  that 
thofe  who  are  juft  about  to  fall  into  an 
Hydrophobia^  are  feized  with  a  certain 
anxiety,  without  any  evident  reafon,.  are 
prone  to  anger,  have  their  bodies  ren¬ 
dered  uneafy,  and  fubjedled  to  preterna- ' 
tural  and  unufaal  motions.  Their  fleep 
is  either  reftlefs  and  difturbed,  or  they 
are  affefted  with  perpetual  watchings. 
Their  aliments  become  corrupted,  their 
ftomachs  oppreffed,  and  they  are  inclined 
to  ftretch  out  their  legs  and  amis.  They 
are  afflicfted  with  a  continual  ofcitation, 
and  a  violent  naufea,  or  inclination  to 
vomit.  They  make  unaccountable  com¬ 
plaints,  with  refpedi  to  the  weather,  as 
thick  and  rainy,  when  at  the  fame  time 
the  ftate  of  the  air  is  pure,  ferene,  and 
clear.  They  are  rendered  uneafy,  fretful, 
and  difcontented,  by  ftiowers  and  falls  of 

raiiij, 
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rain,  and  have  an  unufual  fmall  appetite 
for  drink. 

W  HEN  the  diforder  comes  on,  they 
are  afflidled  with  a  violent  and  infatia- 
ble  thirft,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  are 
ftruck  with  an  unaccountable  terror  and 
dread,  not  only  at  the  fight,  but  alfo  at 
the  found  or  name  of  water.  Then  they 
become  afraid  of  fomentations  of  oil  ufed 
for  their  relief,  and  their  pulfe  is  thick, 
fmall,  and  irregular.  Some  are  feized 
with  a  llieht  fever,  convulfive  throws  of 
the  ftomach,  a  torpor  and  numbnefs  of 
the  joints,  a  preternatural  elevation  of 
the  Prscordia  to  the  fuperior  parts,  and 
a  coftive  ftate  of  the  belly.  Then  they 
difcharge  their  urine  frequently,  and  by 
little  at  a  time,  and  are  feized  with  a 
trembling  and  convuhions.  Their  voice 
becomes  hollow,  and  refembling  the 
barking  of  a  dog.  The  pofture  of  their 
bodies  is  like  that  of  a  dog,  when  lying 
afleep  on  the  ground.  Their  relpiration 
is  difficult,  and  their  whole  body  is  ren- 
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dered  highly  reftlefs,  and  uneafy,  upon 
the  entrance  of  any  perfon  into  the  room, 
for  fear  he  fhould  bring  water  with  him. 
Their  eyes  and  countenance  become  red, 
their  bodies  flender,  and  the  fuperior 
parts  of  it  pale,  and  covered  with  fweat. 
The  tongue  hangs  out  of  the  mouth,  and, 
in  men,  the  Penis  is  feized  with  a  fre¬ 
quent  tenfion,  accompanied  with  an  in¬ 
voluntary  erniffion  of  the  feminal  fluid. 

The  laft  ftage  of  the  diforder  is  at¬ 
tended  with  an  hiccup,  and  a  vomitting 
of  bile,  which  is  generally  of  a  blackifh 
colour.  Some  are  ftruck  with  an  unac¬ 
countable  dread,  and,  upon  ftretching  out 
their  hands  to  any  veflel  with  liquor  in 
it,  they  forthwith  retrafl  them  with  hor¬ 
ror.  Some,  upon  the  fight  of  water, 
frankly  acknowledge,  that  it  is  a  natural 
liquor,  and  to  which  they  have  been  ac- 
cuftomed ;  but  when  they  fee  it  put  in 
motion,  recede  from  it  with  the  utmoft 
averfion . 


7'hus 
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Thus  Soranus  informs  us,  that  he 
knew  a  perfon  labouring  under  this  dif- 
order,  who  made  fuch  a  confeffion  j  but 
tells  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  could 
not  prevail  upon  him  to  take  the  water. 

Artorius  alfo  gives  us  an  inftance  of 
a  foldier,  who  labouring  under  this  dif- 
order,  upbraided  himfelf  with  his  inex- 
preffible  dread  of  water,  the  darling  li¬ 
quor  to  which  he  had  been  fo  much  ac- 
cuftomed ;  fince,  in  the  hotteft  battles, 
he  had  never  felt  the  fmalleft  emotions  of 
cowardice  in  his  own  mind. 

Eudemus,  a  follower  of  Themifony 
makes  mention  of  a  certain  phyfician  la¬ 
bouring  under  an  Hydrophobiay  who,  con- 
fcious  of  the  danger,  earneftly  intreated 
thofe  who  entered  the  room  to  keep  at 
a  diftance  from  him ;  and  at  laft,  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  tears  burfting  from  his  eyes,  the 
drops  had  fuch  a  furprifing  influence  upon 

him. 
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him,  that  he  ftarted  up,  and  tore  his 
garment. 

SoRANUs  informs  us,  that  he  faw  an 
infant  afflidted  with  this  diforder,  ftruck 
with  terror  at  its  mother’s  breafts. 

Thus  far  Ccellus  Aiirelianus^  whofe 
defcription  is  fufficient  to  give  a  general 
idea  of  the  fymptoms,  v/ith  refpedt  to 
which,  however,  I  iliall  be  more  parti¬ 
cular,  when  I  endeavour  to  account  for 
them  in  the  fequel.  Mean  time,  by 
way  of  illujftration,  I  fliall  relate  a  cafe 
communicated  to  me  by  the  late  Dr. 
Adams  of  Daventry  in  Northamptonjhire^ 
a  phylician  well  known  for  his  extenfive 
pradlice  in  that  country,  and  whofe  lofs 
would  have  to  this  day  been  more  re¬ 
gretted,  had  not  his  fiicceflbr.  Dr.  Theedy 
w^orthily  fapplied  his  place  a  gentle¬ 
man,  of  v/hofe  abilities  and  integrity  I 
have  the  higheft  opinion. 


The 
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The  perfon  who  is  the  fubjedl  of  this 
hiftory,  I  was  well  acquainted  with 
when  I  was  too  young  to  confider  it  with 
a  view  to  medicine.  But  two  circum- 
ftances  contributed  to  fix  his  misfortune 
in  my  memory,  and  which  induced  me 
many  years  after  to  be  unufually  inquifi- 
tive  about  it.  One  was,  that  he  was 
remarkable  for  vail:  bodily  ftrength  and 
agility,  and  fo  much  celebrated  for 
wreftling,  a  diverfion  much  in  vogue  in 
that  country,  that  whenever  any  prize  was 
to  be  contended  for  in  the  athletic  way, 
he  was  for  many  years  excepted,  as  a 
champion  not  fit  to  enter  the  lifts,  being 
by  far  fuperior  to  all  others.  This  would 
naturally  make  a  ftrong  imprefiion  on  the 
mind  of  a  boy,  highly  and  much  alFecfted 
by  the  honour  this  unfortunate  man  had 
acquired  by  tfiis  luperiority,  and  which  • 
was  little  lefs  than  that  of  a-  viftor  in  the 
Olympic  games. 
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The  other  circumftance  was  the  un- 
commonnefs  of  his  cataftrophe ;  and  the 
confternation  and  terror  it  excited  in  the 
neighbourhood;  thefe  made  me  deter¬ 
mine  at  the  fame  rrioment  I  chofe  phyfic 
for  my  profeffion^  to  try  by  all  poffible 
means  to  difcover  a  remedy  for  the  di- 
ftemper  of  which  he  died  ;  and  if  I  have 
fucceeded,  the  world  is  obliged  to  this 
man’s  misfortune  for  the  benefit. 

* 

William  Bland,  of  Buckby  in  the  county 
of  Northampton,  a  farmer^  fomething  lefs, 
as  I  remember^  than  forty  years  of  age, 
came  to  Dr.  Adams  at  Daventry  on  the 
market  day,  [IVednefday)  to  confult  him 
about  a  forenefs  in  his  throat,  and  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  fwallowing.  As  nothing  was 
thought  of  lefs  than  the  bite  of  a  rnad 
dog,  his  diforder  was  afcribed  to  a  cold, 
and  he  was  treated  accordingly.  Two 
days  after,  the  Dodlor  was  defred  to 
make  him  a  viiit  at  his  own  houfe.  He 
found  him  reftlefs,  uneafy,  and  anxious 

without 
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without  any  caufc  ;  but  yet  went  about 
his  bufinefs  as  uhaal  ;  was  perfectly  in 
his  fenfes  ;  free  from  fever ;  but  the  dif- 
order  in  his  throat  increafed. 

After  the  Dodlor  had  been  fome  little 
time  in  the  houfe,  as  he  was  fitting  be¬ 
hind  the  table  with  his  patient,  a  do- 
meftic  brought  him  fome  ale  in  a  com¬ 
mon  mug.  As  foon  as  he  took  it  in  his 
hand,  his  patient  with  fome  precipitation 
made  his  efcape  from  behind  the  table, 
and  feemed  pretty  much  convulfed,  and 
in  great  terror.  Upon  being  afked  the 
reafon  of  his  retreat,  he  faid  he  did  not 
like  to  fee  the  drink.  And  then  his  wife 
informed  the  Dodlor,  that  fome  little 
time  before,  he  went  to  draw  fome  beer, 
and  was  fo  terrified  at  its  running,  that 
he  made  all  manner  of  hafte  out  of  the 
room  with  the  fpigot  in  his  hand.  Upon 
this  the  Dodlor  afked  him  if  he  had  ever 
been  bit  by  a  dog  ?  to  which  he  replied, 
never  in  his  life.  But  a  fervant  in  the 
next  room  hearing  the  queftion,  came  in 

and 
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and  faid,  Mafter,  you  may  remember, 
that  laft  ipring  (about  four  months  be¬ 
fore)  coming  from  Rugby  market,  we 
met  a  little  dog,  that  you  endeavoured 
to  catch,  and  complained  it  had  bit  your 
thumb.  Upon  this  he  recollefted  the 
circumftance,  but  faid  the  creature  only 
fcratched  him,  without  drawing  blood, 
and  that  he  had  never  thought  of  it  af¬ 
terwards. 

The  cafe  was  now  too  plain,  and  the 
Do£tor  made  a  proper  prognoftic,  which 
was  the  third  day  after  verified  by  his 
death  s  for  from  this  time  the  anxiety, 
reftlefsnefs,  and  uneafinefs  hourly  increaf- 
ed ;  the  paroxyfms,  fjch  as  he  fell  into 
on  the  fight  of  the  beer,  attended  with 
tremors,  convulfions,  and  vafl;  agonies, 
returned  at  intervals,  and  became  more 
violent  as  death  approached.  The  dif* 
order  in  his  throat  increafed,  till  at  laft 
he  died,  as  it  were,  ftrangled,  and  univer- 
fally  convulfed.  But  he  fcarcely  ever  loft 
his  reafon,  nor  was  there  any  actions  re- 

fembling 
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fembling  thofe  of  a  dog ;  nor  barking ; 
except  fuch  an  alteration  in  his  voice,  as 
happens  in  almoft  every  quinfey,  that 
rifes  to  any  confiderable  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence,  might  by  a  warm  imagination  be 
efteemed  fuch.  Nor  was  his  fever  ever 
confiderable. 

Before  I  can  proceed  to  give  a  far¬ 
ther  account  of  the  Hydroyhobia,  it  will 
be  necelfary,  for  the  fake  of  method  and 
perfpicuity,  to  defcribe  the  appearances 
obferved  in  fuch  bodies  as  have  died  of 
the  dijftemper  upon  diffedlion. 

First,  then,  the  internal  fuperficies  of 
the  Oefophagus,  or  gullet,  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  found  confiderably  inflamed.  I  fay 
generally,  becaufe  the  late  Dr.  Mead  has 
mentioned  in  the  PbilofophicalTranfaBmtSy 
the  cafe  of  a  boy  of  about  nine  years  old, 
who  died  of  an  HydrophohiUy  and  upon 
diflTedlion  no  appearances  of  inflammation 
were  found  in  the  Oefophagus.  But  this 
is  a  Angle  infliance,  and  I  do  not  recoiled: 

another 
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another  upon  record  to  this  purpofe* 
hiftories  of  almoft  every  other  cafe  taking 
notice  of  this  appearance  as  moft  remark¬ 
able.-  And  this  inflammation  has  been 
obferved  in  the  ftomach  and  inteilines, 
and  in  the  membranes  interpofed  betwixt 
the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the  afpera 
teria^  or  windpipe,  by  Bonetusy  and  other 
authors  of  authority. 

It  will  be  obferved  in  the  fequel,  that 
patients  under  the  influence  of  an  Hy-> 
drophobia  very  often  difcharge  by  vomit 
a  vifcid,  glutinous  bile,  of  various  colours, 
a  dark  brown,  for  example,  or  green, 
frequently  of  a  difagreeable  fmel),  and 
often  very  oflFenfive.  Much  of  this  is 
often  found  in  the  ftomach  upon  diflTec- 
tion  'y  and  the  gall  bladder  has  on  theie 
occafions  been  almoft  always  found  dif- 
tended  with  a  thick  tenacious  bile,  of  a 
fimilar  colour,  and  fometimes  black. 

The  Pericardium  is  a  kind  of  bag, 
which  inclofes  the  heart,  together  with 

its 
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its  auricles,  or  what  is  in  hearts  called  the 
Deaf  Ears,  and  all  the  large  veflels  arifing 
from  thefe  and  the  heart.  In  this  bag 
a  fpdonful  or  two  of  bloody  water  is 
ufually  found  upon  difledting  fuch  bodies 
as  have  either  died  of  violent  deaths,  or 
other  difeafes.  But  in  fuch  as  have  pe- 
riflied  in  confequence  of  an  Hydrophobia, 
it  is  found  without  a  Angle  drop  of  wa¬ 
ter,  or  moirture,  fo  as  to  appear  remark¬ 
ably  dry. 

The  lungs  are  obferved  to  be  prodigi- 
oufly  dirtended  with  thick  blood,  fo  as 
to  have  the  appearance  fometimes  of  a 
mafs  of  coagulated  blood,  dertitute  of 
Serum.'  The  cavities,  or  ventricles  of  the 
heart,  and  its  auricles,  efpeclally  the 
right,  are  obferved  to  be  full  of  concre¬ 
ted  blood,  with  little  or  no  moirture  ^ 
but  in  the  left  ventricle  the  blood  has 
been  found  fluid.  But  the  different  In¬ 
tervals  of  time  betwixt  the  death  and  the 
;  difledtion  of  the  fubjedl,  may  caufe  feme 
;  difference  in  thefe  refpedts. 

F 
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1  JFIND  Dr,  Meady  in  the  laft  editio!! 
<!)f  his  Treatife  on  Poifons,  attempts  to 
eftablifh  a  ■v;ery  fingular  theory  relative  ta 
this  diftemper,  and  to  prove  that  the 
nervous  juice  receives  and  conveys  the 
inoculated  poifdh  into  the.  habit.  And 
Boerhaave  has,  in  bis  concife  way  of  wri-» 
ting,  iniinuated  fomewhat  of  the  fame' 
hind  ;  and  thefe  have  been  followed  by 
others,  for  whafe  cbaradlers  I  have  fome 
regard.  But  as  I  cannot  facrifice  my 
reafon  and  fny  underftanding  to  the  manes 
of  thefe  great  men  t  as  I  have  not  a  turn 
of  mind  fuited  to  abffrufe  reafbnings  on 
vilions  I  as  I  prefer  a  faithful  detail  of 
fadts  to  romances^  and  efteem  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  my  fenfes,  or  what  approached 
the  neareft  to  it,,  a  better  teftimony  than 
all  the  feemiirg  probabilities  that  a  warm 
imagination  can  fbggcft ;  I  hope  I  may 
be  excu'fed  from  taking  any  further  no¬ 
tice  of  a  theory  I  cannot  comprehend,^ 
after  having  declared,^  that  I  do  not  be- 
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lieve  one  fyllable  of  the  modern  doftrine 

of  nervous  juices  and  nervous  dijleiitpers^ 

» 

After  this  it  fhould  feem  incumbent 
on  me  to  explain,  how  I  think  this  infec¬ 
tion  is  received,  foftered,  and  propagated, 
fo  as  ultimately  to  infedl  the  healthy 
juices,  and  induce  a  train  of  fymptoms^ 
which  have  been  efteemed  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  are  known  to  be  the 
moft  fatal  of  all  others, 

-  In  order  to  fet  this  in  the  cleareft 
light,  let  us  confider  the  appearances  of 
the  fmall  pox  from  inoculation.  The 
furgeon  makes  a  fcratch  upon  the  fkin, 
very  frequently  not  deep  enough  to 
bleed,  or  to  admit  immediately  the 
variolous  infedled  .  matter  into  the 
blood.  From  this  operation  the  patient 
perceives  no  inconvenience  for  about 
eight  days,  more  or  lefs  ;  but  about  that 
time  the  wounded  parts  begin  to  in¬ 
flame,  and  in  a  little  time  to  difcharge 
Pus,  or  Ichor,  or  fome  kind  of  humour, 

F  2  At 
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At  this  time  the  inoculated  perfon  begins 
to  be  lick,  hot,  and  uneafy ;  the  head  is 
afFefted  with  pain ;  he  becomes  delirious, 
and  often’  convulfed  ;  and  thefe  fymp- 
toms  continue  till  the  vital  powers  have 
relieved  the  conftitution  from  this  em- 
barralfment,  by  fmall  critical  and  falu- 
tary  inflammations  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  which  from  their  firfl:  appearance 
tend  gradually  to  fuppuration,  and  which 
are  called  puftules. 

Let  us  compare  this  with  what  hap¬ 
pens  upon  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  The 
animal,  with  his  tooth  covered  with  fla- 
ver,  inflidts  a  v/ound,  which  very  often 
amounts  to  no  more  than  a  fcratch, 
without  opening  a  veiTel,  or  drawing  the 
leaft  drop  of  blood.  The  infedling  Sa¬ 
liva,  by  this  orifice  introduced  into  the 
habit,  remains  there  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  injury  to  the  conflitution,  for  a 
longer  or  a  fhorter  time,  from  one  day 
to  ten  months,  or  as  many  years,  if  we 
may  credit  the  hiftories  of  phyfic.  But 

fo 
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fo  fdon  as  the  contagion  has  made  a  pro- 
grefs,  and  altered  the  habit  to  a  certain 
degree,  the  part  where  it  was  originally- 
received  generally  begins  to  inflame,  fef- 
ter,  and  be  painful  ;  and  the  diftcmper 
which  has  been  already  defcribed  comes 
gradually  on. 

But  here  the  comparifon  ceafes  for 
whereas  the  fmall  pox  terminates  by  a 
falutary  crifls,  the  diftemper  in  queftion 
has  very  feldom  been  known  to  end 
otherwife  than  with  the  life  of  the  party 
infefted.  There  is,  however,  flmilitude 
enough  in  their  propagation  to  juftify  my 
comparing  them  together,  and  to  render 
it  probable,  that  they  are  both  received 
and  foilered  in  the  fame  way,  though  the 
difference  of  the  poifons  may  render  the 
confequences  not  the  fame. 

Here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking, 
that  if  the  exiftence  of  a  nervous  fluid 
had  been  proved,  which  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe,  I  fhould  apprehend,  that  a  fpirit 

F  3  fo 
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fo  fine  as  to  efcape  the  notice  of  the 
fenfes,  to  elude  every  artifice  of  the  moft 
artful  and  curious  mveftigator,  and  which 
has  been  compared  ?o  cledtrical  fire,  mufl 
be  contaminated  fo  inftantaneoufly,  as  to 
produce  immediate  and  fenfible  effedts, 
without  waiting  on  the  poifon  till  it 
pleafes  to  exert  itfelf.  And  as  after  the 
receipt  of  the  infedling  matter,  the  blood 
does  not  appear  to  have  contradfced  any 
noxious  quality,  or  to  be  in  the  leafk  al-^ 
tered,  after  many  days,  weeks,  or  months, 
it  fhould  feem  extraordinary,  that  it 
fhould  have  harboured  for  fo  long  a  time 
fuch  a  powerful  inmate  with  impunity. 

I 

But  there  is  another  part  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  neither  fo  much  underflood  or  no¬ 
ticed  as  its  importance  merits,  which  I 
think  more  adapted  to  afford  a  nurfery 
to  this,  and  many  other  kinds  of  conta¬ 
gion,  than  thofe  already  mentioned.  I 

$ 

mean  the  Cellular'  Membrane .  This  Bo- 
erhaave  lias  proved,  to  rny  fatisfaftion  at 
leail,  to  be  the  receptacle  of  the  venereal 

infedlion. 
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infeftion,  another  poifon  propagated  ^  by 
inoculation.  And  this  is  the  known  feat 
of  inflammation,  fuppuration,  mortifica¬ 
tion,  and  gangrene,  as  '  well  as  of  many 
or  moil  pf  thofe  diftempers  which  are 
called  cutaneous,  from  a  common  pimple 
to  a  bubo  in  the  pox,  or  a  carbuncle  in 
the  plague  5  and  therefore  it  mufl:  be  fuf- 
ceptable  of  infedtlon  from  within  or 
without,  or  from  both. 

That  the  reader  unlearned  in  anato¬ 
my  may  the  better  comprehend  what  I 
have  faid,  and  what  I  fhall  fay,  upon 
this  fubjedl,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  mecha- 
nifm  of  this  extraordinary  m^brane^  fo 
far  as  it  is  hitherto  underftood,  upon  the 
authorities  of  Boerhaave  and  Chefelden^ 
the  former  of  which,  in  his  preface  to 
the  collediion  of  authors  on  the  venereal 
difeafe,  thus  defcribes  It. 

^  This  membrane  is  of  a  vafcular  con- 
^  texture,  and  forms  innumerable  cells 

F  4  ^  com- 
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*  communicating  with  each  other,  in 
«  which  the  fat  is  lodged.  Thefe  cells 
^  are  capable  of  a  prodigious  diftention 
‘  by  a  very  fmall  diftending  force.  In  a 
^  confumption  they  are  fo  much  wafted, 

*  that  the  leaft  traces  of  them  are  not 
^  perceptible.  When  in  an  Emphyfema 

*  they  are  diftended  with  air,  they  fwell 
^  to  an  enormous  bulk  j  as  alfo  in  an 
^  Anafarcdy  when  filled  with  water. 

‘This  membrane  invefts  all  the  mo ve- 
‘  dble  parts  of  the  body,  and,  by  its  in- 
‘  terpofttion  betwixt  the  internal  part  of 
‘  the  fkin,  and  external  furface  of  the 
‘  mufcles,  renders  the  Ikin  moveable, 
‘  whilft  the  mufcles  are  at  reft.  Hence, 
‘  where  the  mufcles  which  are  moft  in 
‘  motion  are  fituated,  there  this  mem- 
‘  brane  is  found  to  be  naturally  thickeft, 
‘  and  moft  replete  with  fat ;  as  is  vifible 
‘  on  the  breaft,  abdomen,  back,  loins, 
‘  buttocks,  thighs,  legs,  fhoulders,  arms, 

‘  temples,  and  neck.  But  in  thofe  parts 
^  where  the  mufcles  are  very  fmall,  or 

‘  their 
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‘  their  adlion  inconfiderable,  it  is  fur- 
‘  nifhed  with  fo  little  fat,  that  moft  ana- 

<  tomifts  have  denied,  that  in  thofe  places 
‘  it  is  to  be  found.  Thus  in  the  head, 
^  eye-lids,  face,  and  fcrotum,  they  affirm 

*  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  but  how- 

*  ever  erroneoufly ;  for  in  thefe  parts  it 
^  really  exifts,  but  is  lefs  in  proportion  as 
‘  the  Elevator  Palpebrce  Juperiorls  and 
‘  Corriigator  Frontu  is  lefs  than  the  Glu- 
^  tcei.  But  as  this  membrane  feparates 

*  the  mufcles  from  the  fkin,  fo  it  lies  be- 
^  twixt  the  mufcles,  and  feparates  every 

*  individual  mufcle  of  the  body  from 
‘  every  other  mufcle,  that  they  may  move 

*  upon  each  other  without  difficulty.  It 

<  forms  alfo  vagince  (fheaths)  for  the  ten- 
^  dons  of  the  mufcles,  that  they  may 

*  readily  move  backwards  and  forwards 
^  without  any  hindrance.  It,  farther,  ac- 
^  companies  the  heads  and  tendons  of  the 
‘  mufcles  to  their  origins  from,  and  infer- 
^  tions  into,  the  bones,  where  it  is  expand- 
‘  ed  upon  the  external  Periojicum  (mem- 

*  brane  that  covers  the  bone)  bones  and 

^  liga- 
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«  ligaments  of  the  joints,  which  it  in^ 
^  volves,  and  infinuates  itfelf  to  the  Vif^ 
^  cera  (internal  organs)  under  the  Menin^ 
^  ges  Pleura f  and  Peritonceum. 

^  Besides  the  Involucrum,  or  cover-* 

*  ingv  which  the  cellular  membrane  gives 
^  to  each  mufcle,  as  abovementioncd, 
^  every  individual  mufcular  fibre  is 
^  cloathed  with  a  production  thereof,  by 
^  the  intervention  of  which  every  fibre 

*  is  feparated  and  diftinCt  from  every 
‘  other  fibre.  This  membrane,  there- 

*  fore,  on  account  of  its  incredible  ex- 

*  panfion,  and  the  communication  of  its 

*  cells  with  each  other,  carries  on  an  in- 
^  tercourfe  between  the  parts  of  the  bo- 
<  dy  the  moll  remote  from  each  other; 
^  betwixt  the  ikin,  for  example,  and  the 

*  marrow  of  the  bones ;  for  as  it  reaches 
^  from  the  ikin  to  the  external  Perio- 
^  Jimim  ;  and  as  the  matter  which  forms 
^  the  marrow  is  conveyed  to  the  bone, 
^  and  a  portion  of  it  reconveyed  back 
^  again  by  the  veflels  of  the  Pcfiojiceum^ 

the 
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‘  the  way  is  obvious  how  thefe  remote 

*  parts  may  communicate. 

^  Boerhaave  fays,  he  Is  convinced  of 
^  this  ftrufture,  and  the  ufes  of  the  Mem- 
‘  brana  Cetluloja  by  incohteftible  experi- 
^  meats,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  it  is 
‘  indifpenfably  neceffary  both  for  under- 

*  (landing  and  curing  an  inflammation, 
^  Suppuration,  Gangrene,  Scirrhus,  Can- 

<  cer.  Atheroma,  Steatoma,  Meliceres, 
^  Sphacelus,  and  Dropfy. 

^  Cheselden  fays,  that  the  cells  of 
^  this  membrane  communicate  through- 

*  out  the  whole  body  fo  much,  that  from 
^  any  one  part  the  whole  may  be  filled 
^  with  air.  I  have  feen  two  cafes,  fays 
^  he,  where  the  windpipe  being  cut,  and 
‘  the  external  wounds  being  clofely 

<  ftitched  by  injudicious  furgeons,  the 
^  air  which  efcaped  at  the  wound  of  the 
^  windpipe,  getting  into  the  cells  of  the 

*  Me  mb}' ana  Adipqfa,  blew  up  the  upper 
^  part  of  the  body  like  a  bladder.  The 

*  like 
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^  like  accident,  fays  he,  I  have  feen  from 
^  a  broken  rib,  w^here  I  fuppofe  the  end 

*  of  the  rib  had  pricked  the  lungs  :  all 
‘  thefe  perfons  died. 

‘  In  thefe  cells  the  water  is  contained 
‘  in  an  Anafarcay  which  from  its  weight 
‘  firft  fills  the  depending  parts,  as  the 
‘  air,  in  the  former  cafes,  did  the  upper 

*  parts ;  and  when  thefe  cells  are  very 
‘  full,  the  water  frequently  pafles  from 
‘  them  into  the  Aidomeriy  and  after  tap- 
^  ping,  tho*  the  limbs  were  ever  fo  full, 
‘  they  will  almofl;  empty  themfelves  in 

*  one  night’s  time. 

*  This  membrane  is  the  ufual  feat  of 

*  impofthumation  and  boyls,  in  both 

*  which  nature  uninterrupted  always  cor- 

*  rodes  a  hole  in  the  fkin,  from  whence 
‘  we  may  learn,  that  the  beft  w^ay  of 
^  opening  impofthumations  is  by  a  hole, 
^  and  that  too  as  near  the  time  of  its 
®  breaking  naturally  as  may  be,  that  na- 
'  ture  may  make  the  utmofl:  advantage  of 

^  the 
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‘  the  difcharge.  There  is  fometimes  a 
‘  large  kind  of  boy],  or  carbuncle,  in  this 
‘  membrane,  which  firft  makes  a  large 
‘  flough,  and  a  number  of  fmall  holes 
‘  thro’  the  fkin,  which  in  time  mortifies 
‘  and  calls  off ;  but  the  longer  the  flough 
‘  is  fuifered  to  remain,  the  more  it  dif- 
‘  charges,  and  with  the  more  advantage 
‘  to  the  patient ;  at  the  latter  end  of 
‘  which  cafe,  the  matter  has  a  bloody 
‘  tindlure,  and  a  bilious  fmell,  exadlly 
‘  like  what  comes  from  ulcers  in  the  li- 
‘  ver,  and  both  thefe  cafes  are  attended 

I 

‘  with  fweet  urine  as  in  a  Diabetes.’ 

To  what  the  two  lafl:  quoted  authors 
have  faid,  let  it  be  added,  that  there  is  a 
perpetual  intercourfe  betwixt  the  blood 
velTels  and  the  cellular  membrane,  and 
confequently  betwixt  the  contents  of  both, 
the  blood  and  the  fat;  and  that  the  fat  en¬ 
ters  the  compofition  of  the  Biky  a  portion 
of  it  being  conveyed  from  its  great  recepta¬ 
cle  the  Omentuniy  which  in  beafts  is  called 
the  Leafy  to  the  Vena  Port  arum  (the  large 

veflbl 
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veffel  which  conveys  the  juices  to  the 
liver)  by  velTels  adapted  to  that  ufe. 
Hence,  when  fat  horfes  are  rode,  or  cattle 
drove  very  hard  in  hot  weather,  the  fat 
liquified  by  heat,  and  impelled  into  the 
liver  too  copioufly,  burfts  that  organ,  and 
the  bead  injflantly  dies. 

These  things  being  premifed,  I  think 
it  no  difficult  affair  to  account  for  the 
progrefs  of  the  venom,  which  is  the  fub- 
jecS  of  this  differtation,  and  to  trace  it 
from  the  part  where  it  firft  entered  the 
body,  through  air  the  feenes  to  the  ul¬ 
timate  cataftrophe,  which  clofes  the  tra- 
gedy. 

I  apprehend,  .therefore,  that  the  poi- 
fonous  Saliva  adhering  to  the  tooth  of  the 
mad  dog,,  is  immediately  communicated 
to  the  fat  refiding  in  one  or  more  of  the 
cells-  of  the  membrane  juft  deferibed, 
which  ufed  to  be  called  the  Membrana 
Adipofay  but  now  more  generally  the 
Membrana  Cellulofa,  A  fcratch  is  fuffici^ 

ent 
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ent  for  this  purpofe,  if  it  only  raifes  the 
cuticle,  or  external  fkin,  without  open¬ 
ing  a  lingle  blood  veffel,  or  drawing  a 
drop  of  blood ;  for  this  fubtile  poifon, 
as  well  as  the  venereal  venom,  is  capable 
of  entering  the  cellular  membrane,  when 
applied  to  any  part  not  covered  with, 

nor  defended  bv,  the  external  Ikin,  or 

^  . 

Cuticula.  Thus  I  think  it  is  received, 
and  there  harboured  for  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time,  according  to  the  degree  of 
the  infection,  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  conflitution  of  the  patient,  his  me¬ 
thod  of  living,  and  a  thoufand  unnotice- 
able  circumftances,  which  may  either 
accelerate  or  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  ’ 
canine  venom. 

In  this  firft  receptacle,  like  an  evil 
gueft,  it  infefts  the  contained  fat,  as  a 
kind  of  leaven,  which  communicates  the 
contagion  to  the  adjacent  cells,  and  thefe 
again  to  others,  till  the  whole  mafs  of 
fat  is  thus  altered,  or  at  lead;  a  quantity 
of  it  fufficient  to  produce  a  diftemper, 

re- 


it'V-,  • 
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refembling  that  which  the  animal  la¬ 
boured  under,  which  communicated  ori¬ 
ginally  the  venom,  and  whofe  juices 
Were  previoufly  affedted  in  the  fame 
manner.  / 

As  there  is  a  perpetual  intercourfe  be¬ 
twixt  the  blood  and  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  and  fat,  it  is  not  probable  it  fhould 
efcape  the  contagion ;  and  yet  there  is 
Ibme  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  is  not 
much  afFedled  even  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  diftemper,  as  it  has  all  the 
marks  of  being  extremely  good,  when 
let  out  of  the  body,  even  after  the  di- 
ftemper  iliews  itfelf.  Boerhaave  fays  it 
is  omni  nota  bonusy  good  in  every  refpedt, 
in  appearance.  But  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  diftemper  it  is  found  much  altered, 
being  fometimes  very  fizey  and  thick, 
and  at  others  totally  diffolved  into  a 
CruoTy  or  gore  y  fo  that  it  fhould  feem  not 
fo  much  to  excite  the  diftemper,  as  to 
receive  an  evil  impreffion  from  it.  And 
perhaps  it  may  be  this  very  circumftance 

that 
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that  has  hitherto  rendered  the  cure  fo 
difficult,  and  difappointed  the  pradli- 
tloners  in  all  ages  in  their  attempts  to 
remedy  this  diftemper.  For  whilft  they 
apply  to  the  blood  or  nerves,  quite  in¬ 
nocent  of  the  evil,  the  part  affefted  is 
negledlcd,  and  the  contagion  fuffered  to 
proceed  unnoticed  in  its  proper  refidence. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  look 
a  little  further,  and  examine'  whether 
there  may  not  be  fome  other  juices  in 
the  body,  which  this  venom  may  affedl, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  excite  a  diftem¬ 
per,  and  ultimately  vitiate  the  blood,  and 
difturb  the  fpirits.  By  fpirits  I  mean  that 
part  of  the  corporal  fyftem,  which  conveys 
fenfation  and  motion,  without  pretend¬ 
ing  to  underftand  how  or  in  what  man¬ 
ner  thefe  are  performed.  And  I  would! 
chufe  to  have  this  remembered,  whene¬ 
ver,!  mention  the  fpirits  or  nerves. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fat  enters  the 
Compofition  of  the  bile,  a  fluid  of  the 

G  moft 
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moft  exteniive  ufe  in  the  animal  oecono- 
my,  and  with  which  the  reft  of  the  body 
is  fupplied  by  the  Liver  in  immenfe  quan¬ 
tities.  Now  when  the  fat  is  infefted 
with  contagion,  probably,  in  procefs  of 
time,  the  bile  muft  partake  of  it  for 
xaKou  Ko^ocKo^y  Kocaov  uou,  an  evtl  birdy  an 
evil  egg. 

'  Now  it  is  extremely  certain,  that  moft 
people  under  the  influence  of  this  di- 
ftemper,  difcharge  by  vomit  a  vifcid 
tough  bile,  of  various  colours,  frequently 
green,  or,  as  it  is  called,  porraceous. 
And  in  nearly  all  the  bodies  that  have 
been  diflTefted  after  perifliing  by  this  di- 
ftemper,  a  quantity  of  tenaceous  difco- 
loured  bile  has  been  found  in  great  plenty 
in  the  ftomach,  and  the  gall  bladder  di- 
ftended  with  vifcid  bile,  very  frequently 
black. 

I  MUST  here  juft  obferve,  as  it  may 
illuftrate  the  prefen t  fubjed:,  that  from 
the  very  infancy  of  the  medicinal  art  to 

this 
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this  hour,  black  tenacious  bile  has  been 
generally  efteemed  the  great  caufe  of 
alienation  of  the  mind  ;  and  thofe  me¬ 
dicines  which  diffolve  it,  and  thofe  purges 
which  carry  it  out  ,of  the  body,  have  as 
generally  been  thought  to  contribute  to^ 
their  cure.  : 

♦  » 

To  proceed  :  This  bile  being  found  In 
the  ftomach,  thus  altered  from  its  natu¬ 
ral  ftate,  can  neither  acquire  its  exiftence 
nor  alteration  by  magic  :  and  hence  I 
conclude,  that  it  is  adted  upon  by  fome 
corporeal  agent,  which  induces  the 
change,  and  that  in  the  liver,  where  it  is 
formed.  Is  not,  therefore,  this  agent  the 
Canine  Venoniy  conveyed  to  the  liver  by 
the  Vena  Vortarim:,  together  with  the 
fat  that  enters  the  compofition  of  the 
bile  ?  What  makes  this  the  more  pro¬ 
bable  Is,  that  from  certain  eafily  conceiv-* 
able  changes  in  the  biliary  fyftem,  almofl: 
every  fymptom  of  the  Canine  Madnefs 
may  be  accounted  for  and  explained. 
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The  bile,  ’tis  well  known,  when  ill 
its  natural  .and  falutary  ftate,  is  a  fluid 
of  the  utmofl:  importance  to  the  animal 
machine  ;  ’tis  certain,  that  it  is  fubfer- 
vient  to  many  affions,  which,  were  they 
to  languifh,  or  ceafe,  an  almoft  immedi¬ 
ate  period  would  be  put  to  life.  And  it 
is  equally  certain,  that  the  bile  is  fubjedt 
to  fuch  affections  and  changes,  both  from 
external  and  internal  caufes,  that -render 
it,  inflead  of  a.  benign  fluid,  a  mofl:  de- 
ftrudlive  poifon,  fcarcely  inferior  to  arfe- 
nic  in  virulence.  If  this  fhould  be  in 
the  leafl  doubted,  I  refer  the  fceptic  to 
Frederic  Hcffmari^-  Treatife  De  Bile  Me^ 
dicina  et  Veneno  Corporis^  of  which  there 
is  a  tranflation  in  the  Medicinal  Diction¬ 
ary,  under  the  article  Bilis^ 

I  Must  not  proceed  without  remark¬ 
ing  again,  that  the  bile  is  fecreted  in  the 
Liver  in  immenfe  quantities. 


Let 
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Let  us  now  proceed  to  take  a  view  of 
the  fymptoms  of  the  Canine  Madnefs, 
when  the  caufe  exerts  itfelf  with  adlivity 
fiifficient  to  excite  a  diftemper. 

When  the  infedlion  has  been  received 
by  a  fcratch,  or  a  wound,  the  very  firft 
fymptom  of  the  appi'oaching  difeafe  is  a 
pain  in  the  part  where  the  infedlion  was 
firft  received,  which  is  propagated  foon 
to  the  adjacent  parts ;  and  if  the  wound 
was  in  the  hand  or  arm,  to  the  fhoulder 
and  back  of  the  fame  fide.  This  pain  iii 
fome  is  extremely  acute  and  excrucia¬ 
ting  ;  in  others  not  fo.  But  that  this 
may  not  be  efieemed  a  certain  diagnoftic 
of  the  difiemper,  and  put  thofe  who  have 
received  the  infedtion  oit  iheir  guard, 
when  this  does  not  appear,  I  muft  re¬ 
mark,  that  w^hen  "the  contagion  is  re¬ 
ceived  without  any  laceration  of  any  part 
of  the  fkln,  but  by  the  patent  pores,  as 
by  much  handling  the  foam,  or  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  it  to  fuch  parts  as  are  not 

G  ^  furnilh^d 
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furniilied  with  the  fcarfe,  or  external 
Ikin,  as  the  lips,  tongue,  or  any  part  of 
the  mouth,  by  a  kifs,  or  otherwife,  I 
am  not  certain,  either  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  or  the  obfervations  of  others, 
that  this  pain  is  a  prologue  to  the  trage¬ 
dy,  or  that  the  diftemper  may  not  come 
on  without  it.  Much  about  the  fame 
time,  the  wounded  part  begins  to  fefter 
and  be  fore. 

In  this  fymptorn  I  muft  confefs  there  is 
fomething  too  abftrufe  to  be  precifely  ac¬ 
counted  for.  But  in  order  to  facilitate 
an  explication  of  it,  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  the  very  fame  thing  happens 
in  the  inoculation  for  the  fmall  pox,  and 
in  another  fpecics  of  inoculation,  that  of 
the  venereal  infedlion.  For  in  both  thefc 
cafes,  however  different  in  their  natures, 
the  diforder  caufed  by  both  infections 
firfl  fhew  their  adlivity  in  the  very  places 
where  they  were  originally  received. 
In  the  fmall  pox  the  variolous  poifon 
firft  manifefts  its  malignity  in  the  very 

arm. 
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arm,  or  wherever  the  poifon  was  inferted. 
In  the  venereal  difeafe,  if  the  Gians  Pe¬ 
nis  is  firft  infeiled,  there  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  of  the  diifemper  generally  give  the 
firft  alarm  of  the  approaching  Lties.  If 
the  nipple  of  the  breaft,  the  lips,  or 
tongue,  firft  receive  it,  the  offending  part 
is  firft  punifhed  for  its  delinquency. 

Let  it  alfo  be  recolle-fted,  that  in  a 
fpecies  of  ulcer  which  occupies  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  taken  notice  of  in  the 
paflage  quoted  above  from  Chefelden,  the 
fmell  of  the  diicharge  much  refembles 
that  from  ulcers  in  the  liver.  Whence 
it  fhould  feem,  that  there  is  fome  com- 

I 

munication  betwixt  the  liver  and*  cellular 
membrane,  by  what  intervention  anato- 
mifts  have  not  given  any  fatisfaftion,  and 
which  I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  But, 
upon  the  whole,  an  alteration  in  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  cellular  membrane  is  likely 
to  be  greateft  in  that  part  where  the  ve¬ 
nom  was  firft  received,  and  to  be  moft 
permanent.  When  the  whole  bile, 

G  4  therefore. 
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therefore,  in  the  body  begins  to  be  vi¬ 
tiated,  and  is  diftributed,  as  it  mart  be, 
all  over  the  body,  that  part  where  the 
obftrudllon,  or  calMt  injury,  is  greateft, 
will  be  the  nioft  likely  to  receive  the  firft 
impreflions  of  the  malignity. 

The  next'  fymptoms  that  appear, 
which  fooner  or  later  fucceed  the  pre¬ 
ceding,'”  are  Laffitude,  a  fenfation,  as  it 
were,  of  a  load  or  weight,  and  inadtivi- 
ty  or  torpidnefs,  with  refpedl:  to  mufcular 
motion  ;  difturbed  deep,  attended  with 
terrifying  dreams,  convulfions,  and  flart- 
ings  of  the  tendons ;  perpetual  refllefs- 
nefs ;  fighing,  dejedlednefs,  and  delire  of 
folitude. 

This  train  of  fymptoms  Is  taken  from 
Boerhaave,  according  to  whom  thefe 
conffitute  the  firft  ftage  of  the  diftemper. 
But  as  this  celebrated  author  has  colledfed 
and  put  together  every  fymptom  that 
occurs  in  authors  that  have  wrote  upon 
it,  I  mull:  apprife  the  reader  once  more, 

that 
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•  that  all  thefe  very  feldom  occur  in  one 
and  the  fame  perfon  ;  but  forrie  appear 
in  certain  cafes,  fome  in  others. 

Now  none  of  thefe  fymptoms  are  pe¬ 
culiar  to  Canine  Madnefs.  They  all 
frequently  occur  before,  and  during  a  bi¬ 
lious  Diarrhcea,  or  purging  excited  by 
putrid  bile  in  the  ftomach  by  which 
they  are  totally  cured,  as  foon  as  the  bi¬ 
lious  fordes  are  difeharged  either  by  vo¬ 
mit,  or  ftool,  or  by  both. 

T  HESE  alfo  frequently  appear  in  the 
beginning  of  many  fevers,  <  and  feldom 
fail  of  being  removed  by  a  natural  or  ar¬ 
tificial  copious  difeharge  of  bile,  either 
upwards  or  downwards.  Of  this  I  have 
feen  innumerable  inftances,  when  my 
powders  have  been  taken  in  quantities 
fufficient  to  excite  a  vomiting  or'  purg¬ 
ing.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that  they 
j  are  caufed  by  bile  in  the  ftomach.  Duo- 
i  denum,  gall  bladder,  or  liver,  in  the  cafes 

lad 
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laft  mentioned  ^  and  if  in  thefe,  why  not 
in  the  beginning  of  Canine  Madnefs  ? 

Many  under  the  influence  of  Canine 
Madnefs  in  this  ftage,  have  complained 
of  being:  affedled  in  their  dreams  with 
horrid  terrible  ideas  about  dogs :  But 
this  I  do  not  look  upon  as  an  eflbntial 
concomitant  of  the  diftemper.  The  ter¬ 
ror  excited  by  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog  is 
uppermoft  in  the  mind  ;  and  this  the 
imagination  reprefents  to  them  fleeping 
or  waking.  If  an  equal  degree  of  danger 
was  threatened  from  any  adtion  of  a  be¬ 
loved  fifler,  or  miftrefs,  I  doubt  not  but 
the  imagination  would  be  employed  about 
thefe,  as  much  as  in  the  prefent  cafe 
about  dogs. 

There  is  another  circumflance  omit¬ 
ted  by  Boej^haave^  and  not  taken  notice 
of  bv  his  excellent  commentator  Van 

j 

Swleten,  as  I  remember,  and  yet  it  is 
very  remarkable.  It  is,  that  all  the  ex¬ 
ternal  organs  of  fenfation  are  rendered 

mofl: 
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moft  eafily  fufceptible  of  impreffions,  lb 
as  to  render  almoft  every  objed:  that  pre- 
fen  ts  troublefome.  Thus  the  leaft  mo-* 
tion  of  the  air  is  uneafy,  and  the  very 
light  becomes  horribly  offenfive. 

Mead  takes  notice  of  this ;  and  the 
girl,  whofe  hiftory  I  iTiall  hereafter  re¬ 
late,  could  not  bear  the  light,  tho’  her 
eyes  were  fhut ;  and  fhe  was  obliged  to 
cover  her  face  with  the  bed-cloaths,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  uneafmefs  it  gave  her. 

With  refpedt  to  this,  let  it  be  confi- 
dered,  that  in  order  to  produce  a  difa- 
greeable  fenfation  from  objeds  before 
plealing,  either  the  organ  muft  be  aded 
upon  more  forcibly,  or  it  muft  be  ren¬ 
dered  fenfible  in  a  greater  degree  to  ex¬ 
ternal  impreffions.  It  cannot  be  the  for¬ 
mer,  becaufe  the  air  and  light  muft  be 
nearly  the  fame  as  at  another  time.  It 
I  muft,  therefore,  in  this  cafe,  be  the  latter. 
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But  the  fame  thing  happens,  in  fome 
degree,  in  various  other  diftempers. 
Thus  the' fenfation  of  maniac  and  phre- 
nitic  patients  are  frequently  extremely 
acute,  and  the  organs  very  fenlible  of 
the  adtions  of  every  external  objedt. 
Thus,  alfo,  in  the  beginning  of  many 
fevers,. the  air  becomes  difagreeable,  and 
the  light  exceffively  offenfive  ;  and  a  co¬ 
pious  difcharge  of  yellow  or  green  bile 
by  vomit,  almoft  inftantaneoufly  removes 
thefe  fymptoms,  as  v/ell  as  the  head-ach 
ufually  attending.  Are  we,  therefore, 
to  fay,  that  in  this  cafe  the  very  fenfible 
membranes  of  the  ftomach,  and  all  the 
parts  about  the  Proecordia,  communicate 
the  fenfations  they  receive  from  an  acri¬ 
monious  bile,  to  the  whole  fyftem  of 
nerves  ?  Or,  that  the  bile  beconae  ex¬ 
tremely  ftimulating,  and  poured  all  over 
the  habit,  acuates  the  organs  of  fenfa¬ 
tion,  and  renders  them  fufceptible  of  the 
ilighteil,  and  more  affedled  by  the  ufual, 
impreffions  ?  Or  rather,  that  the  bile 

having 
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having  acquired  fome  new  qualities,  be¬ 
gins  now  to  ad:  upon  the  brain,  and  to 
render  the  entire  organ  of  fenfation 
thence  derived,  more  liable  to  be  moved 
by  all  external  objecds  adiing  upon  them  ? 
The  mod:  general  caufe  of  madnefs  is 
faid  to  be  an  obftrucdion  in,  and  a  Phre- 
nitis  is  ad:ually  an  inflammation  of,  the 
brain. 

The  application  of  what  I  have  juft 
faid  to  thefe  fymptoms  of  Canine  Mad-^ 
nefs,  is  too  obvious  to  require  farther 
elucidation. 

The  blood  taken  away  in  this  ftage, 
being  in  appearance  perfecdly  good,  feems 
to  intimate,  that  it  is  yet  not  much  vi¬ 
tiated  by  the  contagion.  In  this  flage 
of  the  Canine  Madnefs  I  think  it  always 
curable. 

I 

I  {hall  now  proceed  to  examine  the 
fecond  flage,  as  it  is  called  by  Boerhaave, 
having  firfl  remarked,  as  I  did  before, 
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with  refpedl  to  the  ftage,  that  all 
the  fymptoms  enumerated  by  that  great 
author  do  not  often  appear  in  the  •  fame 
perfon  i  and  fome times  very  few  or  none 
of  them. 

I  faw  a  perfon  who  certainly  died  in 
confequence  of  a  bite  from  his  own 
Dutch  dog,  that  had  none  of  them,  ex¬ 
cept  great  dejection,  and  a  lurid  afpeit. 
He  had  no  dread  of  water,  for  I  faw  him 
drink  off  half  a  pint  of  Pyrmont  water 
with  great  pleafure  and  fatisfad:ion,  not 
long  before  he  died.  I’his  patient  I  was 
not  concerned  for,  and  only  faw  him 
once  by  accident.  The  method  he  pur- 
fued  I  never  knew,  that  I  remember. 

In  the  fecond  ftage  then,  all  the  above 
enumerated  fymptoms  are  increafed,  to 
which  are  added,  a  diftrefsful  conftric- 
ture,  or  tightnefs  about  the  Praecordia ; 
a  difficult  refpi ration,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  fighing  ;  a  horror^  and  convallive 
tremor  at  the  fight  of  water,  or  any 

liquor. 
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liquor,  and  even  of  any  thing  that  re- 
fledls  the  light  like  a  mirror  ;  total  lofs 
of  appetite,  whilft  yet  a  poflibility  re¬ 
mains  of  fwallowing  folids ;  incredible 
anxiety,  tremors,  and  convulfions,  almoft 
inducing  madnefs,  upon  touching  any  li¬ 
quors,  efpecially  with  the  lips  and  tongue; 
a  difcharge  of  very  vifcid  dark-coloured 
hWions  fordes,  or  porraceous  (green)  bile  ; 
heat,  fever,  want  of  deep,  a  Priapifm, 
and  a  feries  of  unufual,  flrange,  difturb- 
ing  thoughts. 

Most  of  thefe  lymptoms  appear  in 
many  other  diforders  befides  Canine 
Madnefs.  In  that  exceffive  vomiting  and 
purging,  fo  frequent  about  the  approach 
of  autumn,  which  Sydenham  elegantly  de- 
fcribes  under  the  name  of  Cholera  Mor-- 
busy  the  acrimonious  bile  ftimulatino- 

o 

the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
and  all  the  adjacent  parts,  excites  ftric- 
ture,  difficulty  of  refpiration,  convulfions, 
which  ever  fo  little  negleiled  become 

fatal. 
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fatal,  and  much  the  fame  train  of  fymp- 
toms  as  thofe  defcribed  above. 

'  I  fay  the  bile  brings  about  all  this 
confulion  in  the  body,  becaufe  when  this 
is  brought  away  by  drinking  copioufly 
the  chicken  water  defcribed  by  the  fame 
Sydenham^  and  vomiting  it  up  again  re- 
peatedly>  and  by  frequent  clyfters  of  the 
fame,  the  diforder  is  in  a  very  few  hours 
perfeftly  cured*  Upon  this  occafion  the 
chicken  water  diffolves,  as  it  were,  and 
brings  away  the  acrid  falts  of  the  bile,  or 
dilutes  them'  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  them  no  longer  offenlive  to  the  ten¬ 
der  nerves.  And  befides,  the  genial 
warmth  of  the  chicken  v/ater  foments 
and  relaxes  the  contrafed  and  convulfed 
nerves,  and  nervous  membranes,  and  rc- 
moves  thofe  painful  ftriftures  v/hich  ex¬ 
cite  fpafms* 

I 

Many  poifons  are  alfo  obferved  to 
produce  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms^  by- 
inducing  pain,  ficknefs,  ftridlure,  and 

cbn- 


CANINE  MADNESS.  97 

tonvulfions.  And  I  believe  no  pra6ti- 
tioner  in  phyfic,  that  has  feen  an  hundred 
patients  need  be  informed,  that  in  the 
hyfterical  paroxyfms  of  women,  and  the 
fits  of  hypochondriacifm  in  men,  all  the 
fymptoms  occur,  which  are  mentioned 
above  as  attendants  upon  the  fecond  ftage 
of  Canine  Madnefs,  the  dread  of  water 
only  excepted.  And  thefe^  I  am  certain, 
frequently  arife  from  putrid  and  acrimo¬ 
nious  filth  in  the  Duodenum,  or  the  bile 
in  the  fame  condition,  or  fome  way  al¬ 
tered  from  its  natural  and  falutary  date, 
harbouring  in  the  liver,  gall  bladder^  fto- 
mach  and  Duodenum. 

Nowj  if  the  bile  may  be  lb  al- 
I  tered,  as  to  become  capable  of  bring- 
(  ing  on  fuch  fymptoms  in  other  cafes, 
i  why  may  not  the  fame  bile,  poifoned  by 
^  the  Canine  Venom,  induce  the  very  fame 
1  feries  of  fymptoms  in  the  Canine  Mad- 

I  nefs  ?  I  do  not  fuppofe  the  alteration  the 

II  bile  undergoes,  or  the  acrimony  it  con- 

the  fame  in  all  thefe  cafes  ;  for  I 
■  II  think 
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think  it  may  deviate  a  multitude  of  ways 
from  a  natural  ftate,  and  induce  fymp- 
toms  very  various  as  to  their  appearances, 
and  events,  tho’  in  general  fufficiently  li^ 
milar  to  difcover  their  fource. 

But  the  fymptom  of  this  diforder, 
which  has  been  moft  particularly  regard¬ 
ed,  which  has  been  always  (tho’  falfely) 
efteemed  its  charadteriftic,  and  from 
whence  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  Hy- 
drophobia,  is  the  dread' of  water,  or  fluids. 

<n 

In  order  to  account,  in  fome  meafure, 
for  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  let  it 
be  remarked,  that  there  is  a  moft  ama- 
•  zing  conhedlioii  betvvixt  the  mind  and 
the  body,  infomuch,  that  the  body  is  in- 
fLantanecufly  affedled  by  ideas  ariflng  in 
the  mind  ;  and  the  mind,  in  its  turn,  as 
it  were,  fpontaneoufly,  and  without  any 
.previous  experience,  confcious  of  the  fen- 
.fations  of  the  body,  fo  as  to  diftinguifh 
what  will  communicate  pain  or  plea- 
fur  e ;  what  will  be  falutary,  or  prejudi¬ 
cial. 
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tial.  ;  This  laft  is  v/hat  is  called  InJlinSl 
in  the  brute  creation,  of  which  I  do  not 
think  the  human  fpecies  totally  de- 
ftitute*  > 

/  y 

«  y  '  -► 

With  refped:  to  the  impreffions  the 
mind  makes  upon  the  body/  kis  noto¬ 
rious,  that  they  fometimes  arife  to  a  pitch 
of  ridiculous  extravagance,  when  the 
imagination  fuggefting  fome  unaccount- 
able^  chimera,  approaching  nearer  to  folly 
than  madnefs,  acls  upon  the  corporeal 
organs  fo,  as  to  produce  extraordinaiy 
commotions  in  them. 


To  explain  my  meaning  by  a  few  ex¬ 
amples,  the  following  may  fuffice. 


Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  lady 
advanced  in  years,  whofe  diforder  I  do 
not  recoiled:^  but  d  remember  it  was 
fuch  a  one  as  did  not  confine  her  to  her 
bed,  and  was  attended  with  no  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  ftomach.  She  earneftly 
petitioned  me  to  order  her*  nothing 

H  2  that 
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that  was  naufeous.  I  diredled  a  julep  of 
Brifiol  water,  Rhenifh  wine,  and  fine  fu-* 
gar.  The  apothecary  brought  it :  a  large 
glafs  was  filled  out  in  my  prefence  :  fhe 
applied  the  glafs  to  her  nofe,  and  fmell- 
ing  ity  upon  a  fuppofition  that  it  was 
naufeous,  took  up  a  baforr,  and  vomited 
till  it  was  half  full,  without  taking  the 

TftERE  is  a  remarkable  cafe  of  a, gen-* 
tlernan,  who  had  been  obliged  to  take 
fo  many  purges  and  vomits,  in  eonfe-^ 
quence  of  fome  misfortunes  attending  bis 
amours,  that  at  laft  the  very  fight  of  his 
apothecary,  who  brought  and  admini- 
ftered  them,  had  the  effeft  of  an  emetic; 

In  regard  to  fimilar  adHons  of  the  bo* 
dy  upon  the'  mind,  every  one  who  has 
laboured  under  a-  purging,  either  from 
putrid  bile,  or  putrefeent  aliment,  either 
fiefh  or  fifli,  taken  in  too  large  quantities, 
fo  as  to  produce  a  forfeit  ;  and  whoever 
hss  experienced  a*  fever,  muft  'recolledf„ 

that 
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that  under  tliefe  circumftances,  fuch  im- 
preffions  have  been  made  on  the  mind, 
that  the  idea  of  a  roafted  lobfter,  Urong 
loop,  or  any  kind  of  putrefcent  animal 
food,  and  more  particularly  the  fight  of 
k,  was  unfupportably  naufeous,  without 
learning  from  experience,  that  fwallow- 
ing  it  was  either  difagreeable  or  pre¬ 
judicial. 

This  and  many  other  InftanceS'to  the 
fame  purpofe,  which  might  be  mention¬ 
ed,  I  have  always  looked  upon  as  a  kind 
of  inftinfl:,  importing  a  prohibition  or 
warning  againft  fwallowing  any  thing 
that  would  increafe  the  diforder ;  whilft 
acid  or  acefcent  fluids,  which  contribute 
to  the  cure,  are  eagerly  coveted. 

I  THINK,  in  all  the  difledtions  of  thofe 
who  have  perifhed  in  confequence  of 
Canine  Madnefs,  a  very  few  only  except¬ 
ed,  the  Oefopbagus,  or  gullet,  has  been 
found  Inflamed ;  and  when  no  inflamma¬ 
tion  has  been  obferved,  it  was  probably 

H  3  tender 
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tender  and  fore,  either  from  a  difcharge, 
or  the  effluvia  of  the  noxious  bile,  or  an 
increafed  fenfibility  of  the  nerves  ;  and 
the  flomach  has  been  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion  ;  the  throat  is  alfo  generally  fore. 
Beiides,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  perfons 
labouring  under  Canine Madnefs,  who  have 
made  all  poffible  efforts  to  drink,  tho’  with-? 
outeffedt,  have  immediately  after  perceiv’d 
their  ftomach  to  fwell  very  conliderably, 
not  without  pain  ;  and  moft  patients  have 
been  much  convulfed  upon  touching  wa¬ 
ter,  or  any  fluid,  Vvdth  their  lips.  May 
not,  therefore,  the  local  affection  of  the 
body  imprefs  upon  the  mind  a  iponta- 
neous  perception  or  prefcience  of  the 
effedls  liquors  would  have,  when  they 
come  in.  contadl  with  the  tender  and 
excoriated  membrane  of  the  throat,  Oe*- 
fophagus,  and  ftomach  ?  And  if  fo,  ’tis 
not  extraordinarv,  that  the  idea  of  fluids 
flaould  excite  averfion,  terror,  and  all  the 
confequences. 

In 
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In  confirmation  of  this,  permit  me  to 
remark,  that  a  butler  of  Sir  Robert  JVal- 
pole'Sy  afterwards  Lord  Orford,  having 
fwallowed  accidentally  a  bottle  of  Elixir 
of  vitriol,  had  for  fome  days  as  great  an 
averfion  to  liquors,  as  was  ever  obferved 
from  the  Canine  Madnefs.  This  I  did 
not  fee,  but  relate  upon  undoubted  au¬ 
thority. 

Another  more  recent  cafe  of  the 
fame  kind  has  been  communicated  to 
me  by  a  gentleman,  on  tyhom  I  can 
depend. 

A  fervant  maid  in  the  Hay  Market, 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  of  a  very 
robuft  habit,  took  three  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
oil  of  vitriol,  in  half  a  tea-cup  of  water, 
as  a  remedy  for  a  cold. ,  In  half  an  hour, 
or  lefs,  a  great  difficulty  of  refpiration 
came  on,  that  threatened  immediate  fuf- 
focatiori  ;  and  ffie  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  attempt  to  fwallow  a  drop  of  any  li- 

H  4  quor 
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quor  whatever,  but  was  terrified  when- 
ever  it  was  named.  Her  pulfe  was  hard 
and  full,  and  fhe  was  all  over  extremely 
hot.  She  was  cured  by  copious  bleed¬ 
ing,  clyfters,  and  oily  medicines,  when 
fhe  was  capable  of  taking  them. 


In  this  cafe,  as  in  the  Canine  Madr 
nefs,  the  organs  of  deglutition  feem  to 
have  been  excoriated  and  fore,  fo  as  to 
be  in  pain  upon  being  moved  to  fwallow 
a  fluid  ;  for  a  fomewhat  different  motion 
of  thefe  is  required  in  order  to  fwallow 
^  liquid from  what  is  neceflkry  to  the 
taking  a  folid.  This  appears  from  cafes 
that  muft  have  occurred  to  every  pracffi- 
tipner  ;  for  there  is  a  not  unfrequent  dif- 
order  of  the  Oefophagus,  which  induces 
an  inability  to  fwallow  folid s  fometimes, 
and  fometimes  liquids,  but  feldom  both, 
till  the  laft  ftage,  and  then  the  the  pa-? 
tient  dies  famifhed. 

T  HE  vicinity  of  the  Oefophagus  to  the 
uifpera  Artena,  will  readily  account  for 

the 
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tiie  fudden  fenfation  of  fuffocation,  like 
that  which  happens  in  Canine  Madnefs. 

% 

I  MUST  not  quit  this  fiibjed:  without 
remarking,  relative  to  the  fwelling  of 
the  ftomach  foon  after  violent  efforts  to 
drink,  that  many  liquors  excite  a  confi- 
derable  effervefcence  and  heat  upon  being 
mixed  with  water,  during  which  a  large 
quantity  of  air  is  generated,  or  rather  the 
air  is  let  loofe  from  its  confinement  in 
the  pores  of  the  fluids  thus  united. 

Now  I  think  it  very  poffible,  that  the 
diftempered  bile  may  have  contradled 
fuch  qualities,  as  may  fuit  it  to  effer- 
vefee  upon  coming  into  contadl  with 
water,  or  any  other  liquor,  which  may 
be  accompanied  with  the  fame  genera¬ 
tion  of  air,  and  the  fame  heat.  And  if 
fo,  may  not  the  prefentiment  of  what 
would  happen  upon  this  union,  have,  in 
fome  degree,  the  fame  effedl  as  if  it  did 
actually  happen  ;  juft  in  the  fame  manner 
as  awery  naufeous  objedl  when  prefent,  or 


even 
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even  the  idea  of  it  when  abfent,  will  exert 
the  fame  emetic  power,  as  if  it  was  actual¬ 
ly  fwallowed  ?  The  vv^hole  frame,  there¬ 
fore,  rifes,  as  it  were,  againft  it,  and  pro¬ 
hibits  its  admiflion  into  the  part,  where 
it  would  molt  certainly  produce  excruci¬ 
ating  pain,_  not  without  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  of  immediate  fuffocation. 

In  the  third  ftage  all  the  lymptoms 
are  continually  aggravated ;  the  tongue, 

■  befides,  becomes  extremely  rough,  and 
hangs  out  of  the  mouth,  which  remains 
wide  open  ;  the  voice  is  rough  and 
hoarfe  ;  the  thirfl:  immenfe  ;  the  fight 
or  touch  of  any  fluid  induces  diredt  fury, 
more  particularly  any  attempt  to  fwallow 
it  ^  a  large  quantity  of  foam  is  colledled 
in  the  mouth,  which  the  miferable  pa¬ 
tient  cannot  forbear  to  fpit  out  upon 
thofe  that  approach  him  ;  there  is  an 
unreftrainable  propenfity  to  bite  every 
thing  about  him  ;  he  grins  like  a  dog ; 
the  pulfe  and  refpiration  become  defici¬ 
ent  ;  cold  fweats,  and  the  highefl:  degree 

of 
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pf  rage  come  on,  whilfl  he  wonderfully 
retains  his  fenfes,  infomuch  as  to  be  afraid 
of  injuring  the  attendants  ^  and  about 
the  fourth  day  from  the  firft  ftage,  he 
dies  in  convuhions,  and  with  extreme 
difficulty  of  breathing. 

I  MUST  here  apprize  the  reader,  that 
this  laft  feries  of  fymptoms  I  relate  upon 
the  authority  of  Boerhaave^  and  the  au¬ 
thors  from  whom  he  has  colledled  them. 
For  I  have  never  feen  them  myfelf  in 
any  degree  equal  to  what  is  here  repre- 
fented,  all  I  have  attended  having  been 
cured  in  the  firft  ftage,  or  beginning  of 
the  fecond  :  and  no  one  I  have  converfed 
with  has  defcribed  the  fymptoms  in  this 
manner  upon  their  own  knov/ledge. 
And,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  am  a  little 
apprehenfive,  that  the  appearances  may 
have  been  exaggerated  by  an  imagination 
prejudiced  by  what  the  earlieft,  as  well 
as  later,  authors  have  wrote,  and  terrified 
at  the  uncornmonnefs  of  the  cafe. 

By 


f 


io8  A  TREATISE  ON 


By  the  moft  authentic  accounts  I  can 
colleft  from  thofe  who  have  attended 
patients  under  the  influence  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  they  are  extremely  reafonable  at  in^ 
tervals,  but  often  feized  with  paroxyfms 
of  tremblings,  with  convulfions,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  which  become  more 
frequent,  and  more  fevere,  till  the  pa¬ 
tient  dies  fuffocated  either  by  an  oppref- 
iion  about  the  Prcecordia,  or  fore  throat, 
or  both.  Mean  wdiile,  I  cannot  learn, 
that  any  imitate  the  adlions  of  a  dog, 
as  howling,  grinning,  or  barking,  more 
than  a  perfon  who  dies  of  a  common 
quinfey. 

/ 

The  fymptoms  attending  this  third 
ftage,  I  conflder  only  as  thofe  of  the  fe- 
cond  aggravated  ;  except  as  the  blood  is 
now  greatly  altered  in  its  appearance 
from  what  it  is  in  its  natural  ftate,  and 
what  it  was  a  few  days  before.  This  cir- 
cumftanee  may  produce  fome  fymptoms 
common  to  this  and  all  inflammations. 

It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  at  this  time  the 
blood  appears  fometimes  very  fizy  and 
thick,  and  fometimes,  a  little  after,  fo 
dilTolved  and  fluid,  as  not  to  concrete  or 
coagulate  like  other  blood,  when  taken 
from  the  vein,  and  expofed  to  the  air. 
But  in  this  there  is  nothing  Angular,  for 
the  very  fame  happens  in  many  other  in¬ 
flammatory  diftempers* 

I  SHALL  avail  myfelf  of  but  one  more 
argument  to  illuflirate  the  probability  of 
the  Canine  Venom  being  received  and  fof- 
tered  in  the  membrane  which  contains 
the  fat,  or  rather  in  the  fat  itfelf.  And 
this  I  draw  from  the  method  of  cure  : 
for  that  very  medicine  which  cures  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  many  other  difor- 
ders,  whofe  refldence  is  in  the  fat,  is  alfo 
found  effedlual  in  preventing,  and  even 
curing  the  Canine  Madnefs,  at  leaft  in 
the  firft,  or  perhaps  the  fecond  ftage  ;  I 
mean  Mercury,  for  the  efficacy  of  which 
in  Canine  Madnefs,  I  flatter  myfelf  I 

lhall 
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fhall  produce  fatisfadlory  evidence,  in  the 
following  detail  of  experiments. 

I  SHALL  begin  with  thofe  printed  in 
the  Philofophical  TranJaBions^  from  my 
memorial  delivered  in  Jimcy  1735. 

About  Michaelmas^  ^73 I  waited 
on  Mr.  F layer  of  Hints y  a  gentleman, 
who  was  very  curious  in  fox  hounds. 
He  complained  that  he  was  afraid  of  a 
madnefs  arnongft  his  hounds  ;  for  that 
morning  one  had'  run  mad  in  the  kennel, 
and  he  was  apprehenfve,  that  moft  of 
the  reft  were  bit  by  him.  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  telling  him,  that  I  had 
long  believed  Mercury  would,  if  tried, 
prove  the  beft  remedy  againft  this 
infedtion  ;  and  that  if  the  idea  I  had 
formed  of  this  poifon  was  juft,  I  was 
pretty  fure  the  medicine  would  anfwer, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulty  there  is  of 
determining  the  effedls  of  a  medicine 
a  priori  ;  and  that  it  was  at  leaft  worth 
while  to  try. 

0 
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Mr.  F layer  neglefted  this  advice  till  the 
February  following..  Mean  time  he  tr»ied 
the  medicine  in  Bates,  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  'the  Pewter  Medicine  ; 
alfo  every  thing  elfe  which  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  'by  other  fportfmeo,  but 
to  no  purpofe ;  for  fome  of  his  hounds 
ran  mad  almoft  every  day  after  hunting. 
Upon  this  he  took  his  hounds  to  the  fea, 
and  had  every  one  of  them  dipped  in 
the  fait  water  ;  and  at  his  return,  brought 
his  pack  to  another  gentleman's  kennel, 
fix  miles  diftant  from  his  own.  But, 
iiotwithftanding  this  precaution,  he  loft 
fix  or  feven  couple  of  his  dogs  in  a  fort- 
niglit’s  time. 

About  this  time,  which  was  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  I  waited  on  him  at  his  new 
habitation,  and  found  him  in  that 
diftrefs  not  unufual  to  fportfmen  upon 
thefe  occafions.  I  afked  him  if  he  had 
tried  the  experiment  I  had  recommended. 
He  faid  he  had  not ;  but  that  two  of  his 

hounds 
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hounds  were  then  mad^  and  he  would 
that  night  do  it.  He  fliewed  me  the 
dogs,  and  they  were  as  far  gone  as  I  ever 
have  feen  any.  They  refufed  food  of  all 
forts,  particularly  fluids,  flavored  muchy 
and  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  an  Hydros 
phobia  to  a  great  degree^ 

He  fent  immediately  to  Litchfield  for 
all  the  Lurpeth  Mineral  he  could  get  j  and 
that  night  gave  twelve  grains  a-piece  to 
the  two  dogSj  which  vomited  and  purged 
them  gently.  Twenty-four  hours  after 
this,  he  gave  to  each  twenty- four  grains, 
and  after  the  fame  interval  be  gave  forty- 
eight  to  each.  The  dogs  falivated  con- 
fid  erably,  and  foon  after  lapped  warm 
milk.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours 
more,  he  repeated  to  one  dog  twenty-four 
grains  more,  and  omitted  it  to  the  other. 
The  dog  that  took  this  laft  dofe  lay  upon 
the  ground,  falivated  extremely,  was  in 
great  agonies,  and  had  all  the  fymptoms 
of  a  falivation  raifed  too  quick,  but  gc^t 

through 
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through  it,  and  lived  many  years.  The 
other  relapfed  and  died. 


To  all  the  reft  of  the  pack  he  gave 
feven  grains  of  the  "Turpeth  for  the  firft 

1 

dofe,  the  fecond  twelve,  at  twenty-four 
hours  diflance,  which  was  repeated  every 
other  day  for  fome  little  time.  The 
method  was  repeated  at  the  two  or  three 
fucceeding  fulls  and  changes  of  the  moon* 
From  this  time  he  loft  not  another 
hound  ;  and  though  feveral  have  lince 
been  bit  by  ftrange  dogs,  *the  "Turpeth  has 
always  prevented  any  ill  confequences. 


I  and  my  friends  have  tried  the  fame 
thing  fince  upon  a  multitude  of  dogs> 
and  it  has  never  failed  in  any  one  fair  in- 
ftance,  though  dogs  bit  at  the  fame  time, 
:and  by  the  fame  dogs,  have  run  mad, 
f  after  moft  other  methods  have  been 

s 

I  tried. 

1 


As  to  the  experiments  made  upon 
'irmankind,  the  firft  was  upon  a  girl  about 
i .  I  fourteen 
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fourteen  years  old.  The  calf  of  her  leg 
was  fo  torn  by  a  mad  dog,  that  the  fur- 
geon  was  obliged  to  ufe  means  to  prevent 
a  mortification  from  the  wound.  She  was 
Vomited  by  the  T^urpeth.  I’hree  days 
before  the  next  change  of  the  moon,  the 
vomit  was  repeated,  and  again  the  very 
day  of  its  change.  The  fame  method 
was  purfued  the  next  full  moon.  The 
girl  is  very  well. 

The  fecond  was  a  boy  of  about  ten 
years  of  age.  He  had  four  holes  in  one 
of  his  legs,  made  by  a  mad  dog  in  No- 
noembeVi  1735*  The  Turpeth  was  given  as 
'above,  and  the  wounds  drefled  with  di- 
geftives,  and  he  continues  well.  Thefe 
two  lived  near  Burton  upon  Trent,  and 
Mr.  Towndrowy  of  that  place,  was  apo¬ 
thecary. 

T  HE  third  cafe  was  that  of  a  young 
man  near  Tamworth,  of  about  eighteen. 
The  bite  was  upon  the  hand.  A  great 
number  of  dogs  were  bit  at  the  fame 

time. 
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time,  in  the  town  where  he  lived.  About 
fix  days  after  the  mifchief  was  done,  fe- 
veral  dogs  that  had  been  wounded  ran 
mad  ;  upon  which  he  applied  himfelf 
to  Mr.  Wilforiy  apothecary  in  ^amworth^ 
to  whom  I  had  communicated  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  T^iirpeth  in  this  cafe.  The 
young  man  was,  at  this  time,  very  me¬ 
lancholy  and  dejected,  had  tremors,  and 
flept  very  little  for  fome  nights  before, 
though  he  was  not  appreheniive  that  the 
dog  which  bit  him  was  mad.  He  had  a 
dry  fcab  upon  his  hand.  He  was,  upon 
applying  to  Mr.  JVilfon,  vomited  with 
two  ounces  of  Antimonial  Wine. 

The  next  thing  he  took  was  made 
according  to  the  following  prefcriptions. 

Take  of  Turpeth  Mineral  twelve 
grains.  Lapis  Contrayervce  a  dram,  Venice 
Treacky  a  fufficient  quantity  to  make 
three  boluffes,  of  which  one  was  taken 
:  every  night,  with  a  julap  made  of  rue 
I  water,  four  ounces  ;  treacle  water,  two 

I  2  ounces  5 
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ounces  ;  compound  fyrup  of  plony,  an 
ounce  and  a  half ;  tindture  of  Caftor,  two 
drams. 

Upon  taking  thefe  he  fweat  very 
much,  and  had  two  loofe  ftools  every 
day  after  them.  His  tremors  went  off, 
and  he  flept  better*  After  this  he  went 
into  the  cold  bath,  and  continued  per- 
fedlly  well. 

But  what  is  remarkable  in  this  cafe 
is,  that  the  v/ound  ran  a  thick  digefted 
matter  after  this  method,  and  threvv"  off 
the  fcab,  after  which  it  healed  of  itfelf. 

As  thefe  fadts  are  of  too  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  be  left  ftanding  entirely  upon 
my  own  credit,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  give  copies  of  the  following  letters, 
the  originals  of  which  now  lie  before 
me.. 


HintSy 
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HintSy  Sunday  noouy  May  25,  1736, 
Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  forry  you  had  not  the  account  I 
promifed  you  fooner,  which  was  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  a  multitude  of  company, 
and  not  out  of  any  difrefpect.  The 
quantity  I  gave  the  hound  that  was  mad, 
and  recovered,  was  firft  twelve  grains  of 
the  Tdiirpeth  MineraU  refting  twenty-four 
hours.  The  fecond  dofe  was  twenty- 
four  grains  ;  the  third  dofe,  forty-eight 
grains,  repeated  at  the  fame  diftance  of 
time  as  before. 

The  dog  that  died,  was  loft,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  for  want  of  the  fame  quantity 
that  was  given  to  that  which  recovered, 
having  only  the  quantity  of  twelve  grains 
for  the  firft  dofe,  twenty-four  for  the  fe¬ 
cond,  and  twenty-four  for  the  third,  all 
at  the  diftance  of  twenty-four  hours 
from  each  other. 

I  3  The 
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The  dogs  that  were  not  aftually  mad, 
had  firfl  feven  grains ;  for  the  fecond  dofe 
twelve and  a  repetition  of  twelve  given 
every  other  day ;  and  the  fame  quantity 
was  given  at  the  two  or  three  fucceeding 
fulls  and  changes  of  the  moon. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir^ 

Tour  mofi  bumble  Servant^ 

J.  Floyer. 

Note.  The  dogs  Mr.  Floyer  mentions 
were  large  fox-hounds. 

N.  B.  The  account  of  the  quantities 
of  the  Turpeth  given  the  dogs  that  were 
mad,  as  related  in  the  PhnoJophicalTran^ 
JaBionsy  differ  from  thofe  mentioned  in 
Air.  Floyer  s  letter.  I  remember  I  took 
the  account  from  him  a  few  days  after 
the  medicine  had  been  given  the  dogs ; 
but  as  Air.  Floyer  is  poiitive  as  to  the 
quantities,  probably  I  made  fome  miflake. 


BurtoTh 
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Burton,  May  10,  1735. 

SIR, 

IH  A  V  E  only  two  experiments  to  give 
you  of  the  Turpeth  Mineral  on  hu¬ 
man  bodies.  The  firft  was  on  a  girl,  a- 
bout  two  years  ago,  aged  about  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years.  I  gave  the  dofe  im¬ 
mediately,  which  vomited  five  or  fix 
times,  and  gave  a  few  gentle  ftools. 
Afterwards,  at  three  days  before  the  next 
change  of  the  moon,  I  repeated  the  fame 
medicine,  and  likewife  gave  another  dofe 
upon  the  very  day  of  the  moon’s  chang¬ 
ing.  I  obferved  the  fame  method  with 
her  at  the  next  full  moon. 

The  other  was  a  boy  about  ten  years 
old  laid:  November,  who  had  four  holes 
bit  in  the  calf  of  one  of  his  legs.  I  ob¬ 
ferved  the  fame  method  with  him,  but 
was  obliged  to  drefs  the  wound  with  di- 
geftives,  laying  on  a  cataplafm  of  Mithri^ 
date  upon  it. 

I  4 
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I  HAVE  given  the  fame  medicine  to 
thirty  dogs  at  leaft,  none  of  which  ran 
mad,  when  other  dogs,  bit  at  the  fame 
time,  died.  This  is  all  I  have  time  to 
write  at  prefent,  being  in  a  great  hurry. 

I  am  your  mojl  obedient 

Humble  Servant y 

T.  Towndrov/. 

/  ► 

5  I  R, 

My  Mailer  being  obliged  to  go  from 
home,  ordered  me  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  people  to  whom  he  hath 
given  the  Tiirpeth  Mineral,  One  of 
them  was  Anne  Bagnelly  of  Branjlon ; 
the  other  was  a  boy  of  "John  Conep^^^i 
Stepenhill  in  the  county  of  Derby  ;  and 
they  remain  quite  free  from  the  leaf! 
fy mp toms  of  a  Mania, 

He  never  gave  it  to  any  other  animals 
but  dogs.  We  have  daily  inHances  ci 

tlie 
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the  good  fuccefs  this  operation  hath  with 
them.  There  were  feveral  which  were 
bit  the  other  day.  Thofe  which  we  give 
the  medicine  to,  ftand  fecure,  and  the 
reft  are  gone  quite  mad.  He  fent  it  to 
a  perfon  who  had  two  horfes^  bit,  but 
they  finding  no  wound,  did  not  give  it 
them. 

If  you  pleafe,  my  mafler,  perhaps, 
will  give  you  a  more  intelligible  account 
the  next  poft.  I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe 
myfelf, 

SIR, 

Tour  niojl  ohedmit 

Humble  Servafit, 

W,  Cotton^ 

Burton,  May  ij,  1735. 


SIR, 
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Burton,  May  21,  1735. 

SIR, 

I  Was  prevented  from  anfwering  your 
lafl:  letter  by  a  call  out  of  town,  fo 
gave  diredtions  to  W.  Cotton  to  inform  you 
of  the  names  of  the  perfons  upon  v/hom 
the  experiments  were  made,  and  the  pla¬ 
ces  of  their  abode.  I  cannot  recolledl, 
that  I  ever  gave  the  'Turpeth  to  any  qua¬ 
drupeds  but  dogs.  K  perfon  once  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  about  a  horfe,  but  I  find 
the  medicine  v/as  not  given.  We  have 
had  lately  forne  dogs  bit ;  I  heard  of  nine, 
three  of  which  were  treated  after  the 
method  mentioned  in  mylaft,  all  of  vchich 
remain  well.  Three  of  the  other  dogs  ran 
away  mad  laft  week.  I  have  never  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  T'lirpeth 
upon  any  thing  which  had  the  fymptoms 
of  madnefs.  When  one  of  that  kind  of¬ 
fers,  I  Oiall  communicate  the  Cifiedl  of  it 
in  that  cafe. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Tour  mof:  obedient  humble  Servant, 

T.  Toukdrow. 
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SIR, 

TH  E  youth  that  ’was  bit  was  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  it  was  the 
fixth  day  before  he  came  to  me.  He  had 
little  deep  from  the  time  he  was  bit,  was 
very  low-fpirited,  attended  with  tremors. 
I  immediately  gave  him  as  follows. 

R  Fin,  BenediU,  ^II. 

R  Turpeth  Mineral  Gr.  xil.  Lap,  Con^ 
trayerv,  Lher,  Androm,  Q^.F. 
BoL  No.  3. 

R  Aq,  Rutce  ^vi.  Tdher,  §ii.  Llix,  Camph. 
Gut,  50.  Syr,  Paon,  C,  §ifs.  Hindi, 
Cajlor  ^ii.  M. 

I  afterwards  cold  bathed  him  for  five 
mornings.  The  bite  was  on  the  back  of* 
his  hand  ;  it  was,  when  he  came  to  me, 
a  dry  fcab.  The  fourth  day  after  bath¬ 
ing,  the  wound  run  a  thick  digefted  mat* 

I  ter,  which  flung  off  the  fcab,  like  an 
I  efcar. 


The 
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The  youth  was  a  feiTant  to  Mr.  Ver^ 
non  of  Aujlry,  The  cure  has  been  much 
fpread  abroad.  Two  of  my  bufmefs 
have  been  very  bufy  to  know  what  I 
gave  him. 

I  aniy  Sir, 

Tour  mojl  obedient  Servant, 

R.  Wilson. 

Tanmorth,  April  9,  1735. 

P.  S.  The  vomit  brought  up  a 
<<  large  quantity  of  flimy  matter  ;  it  alfo 
gave  three  loofe  ftools.  He  fweat 
much  that  night.  He  took  every 
night  afterwards  one  of  the  boluffes, 
and  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  julap,  which 
made  him  fweat  very  much.'  His  fpi- 
rits  were  much  better;  he  had  two 
loofe  ftools  every  day.  Three  days 
after  he  had  finidied  the  bolufles,  he 
began  to  bathe,  which  he  thought 
gave  him  freih  life.  He  took,  as  long 

as 
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“  as  the  julep  held  out,  four  fpoonfuls 

V 

**  at  bed-time.  He  llept  much  better 
than  ufual.  I  ordered  him  to  abftaiii 
from  fait  meat  and  fpirituous  liquors, 
V  but  to  live  on  puddings  and  fuch  like 
diet  for  a  month.  He  is  perfeftly  re- 
covered,  and  continues  very  well. 

.  f 

The  misfortune  happened  in  De^ 
cemberT 

I  HAVE  been  concerned  myfelf  in  a 
great  many  cafes,  which  abundantly  con¬ 
firm  the  good  effedls  of  Mercury^  both 
as  a  prefervative,  and  a  cure  ;  amongft 
which  the  three  following  feem  very  re¬ 
markable. 

In  i739>  a  neighbour’s  dog  came  into 
my  houfe,  and  very  much  worried  a 
middle-fized  fpaniel  bitch,  making  many 
wounds  in  feveral  parts  of  her.  Imme¬ 
diately  before  and  after  he  worried  feveral 

other  dogs  in  the  neighbourhood. 

« 

A 
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As  he  was  a  dog  of  value,  his  mafterV 
fervants  caught  him,  and  tied  him  up. 
The  next  morning,  upon  a  full  convic¬ 
tion  of  his  being  mad,  he  was  £hot. 
My  Ipaniel  had  immediately  all  her 
wounds. .  dreffed  with  a  Mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  ;  and  took  every  day,  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  T^urpeth  Mineral  in  fmall  dofes, 

% 

by  way  of  alterative.  After  that,  I  had 
her  dipped  every  day  over  head  in  cold 
water.  The  bitch  lived  many  years  af¬ 
ter,  and  at  laft  died  of  an  accident. 

As  fome  other  dogs  were  much  va¬ 
lued,  the  Tin  medicine  was  given  them, 
and  fome  other  things,  commonly  efteem- 
ed  fpecifics ;  but  in  about  a  fortnight, 
they  moft  of  them  ran  mad,  and  the  reft 
were  deftroyed  to  prevent  farther  mifr 
chief. 

T H  E  other  cafe  is  that  of  a  young  la-^ 
dy,  about  five  years  old.  Her  father  had 
an  Irijh  wolf-dog,  of  uncommon  fize, 

which. 


CANINE  MADNESS,  127 

which,  about  two  years  ago,  running 
mad,  met  his  daughter  in  a  pafTage, 
threw  her  upon  her  face,  and  flood  over 
her,  endeavouring  to  worry  her,  till  the 
fervants  came  and  releafed  her.  Very 
fortunately  he  had  a  garland  faftened 
to  a  collar  about  his  neck,  otherwife 
probably  he  had  killed  her. 

A  garland  is  a  thing  well  known  to 
the  fportfmen,  confifling  of  two  hoops 
eroding  each  other,  and  which  hanging  . 
before  a  dog's  fore  legs,  prevents  his 
running  after  fheep,  or  being  otherwife 
mifehievous. 

The  dog  was  Immediately  tied  up  in 
a  fhable,  and  a  meffenger  difpatched  to 
me.  As  I  was  twelve  miles  from  the 
gentleman’s  houfe,  it  was  fix  or  eight 
hours  before  I  could  come;  When  I 
arrived,  I  found  the  dog  raging,  and  he 
was  immediately  after  fhot,  for  I  was 
not  then  at  leifure  to  try  experiments 
upon  an  animal  capable  of  fo  much  mif- 

chief. 
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chief.  I  was  informed,  that  her  cap 
had  been  pulled  off,  her  hair  very  much 
difordered,  and  that  the  dog  had  her 
whole  head  feveral  times  in  his  mouth. 
I  directed  for  her  Turpeth  Mineral  in 
fmall  quantities,  loaded  with  Camphire^ 
which  difordered  her  fo  much,  that  I 
was  obliged,  inftead  of  it^  to  give  pills 
made  with  crude  Mercury^  divided  with 
turpentine,  and  PiL  Ruff.  After  this 
fhe  made  ufe  of  the  cold  hath  for  fome 
time,  and  continues  perfeftly  well* 

Had  there  not  been  a  great  number 
of  other  cafes  to  eftabliili  the  reputation 
of  Mercury^  as  a  prefervation  againft  the 
Hydrophobia^  I  fliould  not  have  given 
this  inftance  alone,  becaufe  we  were  not 
certain  that  the  lady  was  bit,  though 
there  were  feveral  fcratches  on  the  back 
part  of  her  head,  which  alarmed  us 
much  ;  but  it  is  poflible  they  might  be 
made  by  the  comb. 
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At  the  fame  time,  a  boy  about  four¬ 
teen,  was  brought  to  me,  whofe  arm  had 
been  much  wounded  and  torn  by  a  mad 
dog,  about  ten  days  before. 

Another  boy,  who  had  been  bit  by 
the  fame  dog  in  the  head,  died  mad  in 
a  very  few  days. 

This  boy’s  wounds  looked  very  livid. 
He  took  the  Turpeth  in  large  quantities, 
his  wounds  healed,  and  he-  continued 
well. 

Some  time  in  February  or  March y 
1738,  I  received  from  Mr  'John  Douglas, 
a  furgeon  in  Lad-La?2e,  a  letter,  with  a 
.printed  half  fheet  of  paper  inclofed  in  it, 
rwhich  now  lies  before  me  ;  and  of  which 
Ihere  follows  an  exadl  copy. 
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*  A  Jure  Method  of  preventings  and  the 

‘  mojl  probable  Way  of  curings  the  Hy- 
‘  drophobia,  i.  e.  the  Dread  of  Water^ 
^  after  the  bite  of  a  Mad  Dog  \  a  Dif- 
^  eafe  hitherto  found  incurable  by  the 
^  PraSitioners  of  all  Nations.  By  John 
‘  Douglas,  Surgeon,  F.  R.  S. 

^  A  ^  foon  as  may  be,  after  a  perfon 
^  A  ig  bit,  bleed  in  the  neck  or  arm ; 
^  then  let  a  drachm  (more  or  lefs,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  difcretion  of  the  furgeon) 

*  of  the  Unguent iim  BeiiediSlum  (R  Argent 
^  vini purifs.  aximg.  human,  porcin,  ana  Ibi 
^  "Terebt.  ven.  clar.  fii.  M.  S.  A.)  be 

*  rubbed  into  the  wounds  and  parts  ad- 

*  jacent.  Then  give  one  drachm,  more 
^  or  lefs,  of  the  following  powder  in 
^  a  glafs  of  wine  and  water,  water,  or 
^  cow’s  milk  warm.  (R  Herb.  Lichen. 

^  cinerei  terrefris  fubtilis.  pulv.  ^ifs.  piper. 

^  nigr.  fubtilis.  pulv.  3!.  M.)  Repeat  the 

-  ^  undtion 

*  Vid.  Pulv.  Antylif.  Dampr.  Philof.  Tranf.  No.  237* 
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*  undion  every  evening,  and  the  powder 
every  morning  failing,  for  three  weeks, 

^  or  a  month,  intermitting  two  or  three 
‘  days,  when  the  mouth  begins  to  be 
fore,  to  prevent  a  falivation.  Then 

*  purge  off  the  Mercury y  f.  a,  let  the  pa- 
^  tient  recruit  for  three  or  ,four  weeks, 
f  and  afterwards  go  into  the  cold  bath', 

‘  or  the  coldeft  water  in  the  neighbour- 
‘  hood,  as  ufual,  if  his  furgeon  thinks  lit, 

.  » 

Wh  EN  through  negledl,  (i.  e.  when 
they  did  not  imagine  the  dog  was  mad 

*  which  bit  them)  or  after  they  have 
<  been  amufed  by  going  to  the  fea,  eat- 
/  ing  part  of  the  dog’s  liver,  taking  many 

inconfiderate  jumbles  of  antidote^y 
the  harbingers  of  an  Hydrophobia  ap- 
/  ‘  pear  {viz,  mopiflinefs,  dejedlednefs, 

'  *  want  of  deep,  or  deep  interrupted  with 
‘  horrible  dreams,  unufual  pronenefs  to 
‘  anger,  tingling  numbed  pains,  and 
‘  fwelling  about  the  cicatrices  of  the 

*  wounds,  great  inward  heat  and  third, 
^  tremors,  convuldons,  delirium,  great 

K  2  ‘  pains 
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‘  pains  in  the  ftomach  and  throat,  &c.) 
^  the  furgeon  muft  increafe  the  quantity 
^  of  the  unition  to  half  an  ounce,  of 

*  more,  (wherewith  the  cicatrices  of  the 

^  wounds,  parts  adjacent,  groins,  arm- 

^  pits,  foies,  of  the  feet,  &c.  are  to  be 

‘  well  anointed)  continue  the  powder, 

‘  bleed  freely,  bathe  in  warm  water,  &ci 

> 

'  ‘  N,  B.  I  let  them  take  the  Bulvts 

*  Ajttylijjiis  for  the  more  fecurity,  iSc.  yet 
^  I  doubt  not  but  the  undlion,  when 
^  prudently -  managed,  will  do  without 

^  it. 

^  But  when  the  Hydrophobia  appears 

*  before  the  furgeon  was  fent  for,  he 
^  muft  bleed  largely,  and  get  a  confidera- 
^  ble  quantity  of  the  undlion  rubbed  into 
^  the  arm-pits,  groins,  and  all  over  the 
^  limbs,  in  a  warm  room,  and  repeat  it 
^  twice  a  day,  for  there  is  now  no  time 

‘  to 

Vid.  Dr.  DeJ^ault*  Sur  La  Rage»  Dr.  yames'^s  Letter 
to  Sir  Hans  Sloane^  Philof.  Tranf.  No.  441. 


CANINE  MADNESS.  133 

‘  to  loo'fe.  Unditon  is  the  facred  anchor, 
^  the  foie  hope  !  But  if  the  fymptoms  of 
^  a  too  copious  falivation  fhould'  fucceed, 
‘  they  muft  be  diverted  by  fliarp  clyfters, 

^  blifters,  recommended  by  the  ad- 
^  vocates  for  falivating  in  the  Venereal 
^  Difeafe, 

^  N.  B,  When  dogs  are  known  to  be 
‘  bit,  the  Hydrophobia,  which  in  them  is 
‘  commonly  the  firft  fymptom  we  ob- 

*  ferve,  may  be  prevented,  or  cured,  much 
^  after  the  fame  manner. 

> 

^  P.  aS.  I  am  now  preparing  for  the 

*  prefs  a  fmall  differtation  on  this  fubjed:, 

‘  wherein  the  mcft  m.aterlal,  of  both  an- 
‘  cient  and  modern  atitidotes,  will  be  con- 
^  fidered,  Gfc.  whence  it  will  evi- 
‘  dently  appear,  by  fair  analogical  rea- 
‘  fonings,  and  various  experiments,  that 
^  that  antidote,  which  moft  effedually 

*  expels  the  malignant  and  deadly  poifon 
^  conveyed  by  the  fting  in  a 

^  tail,  muft  alfo  be  the  beft  antidote 

K  3  ‘  agaii'iil: 
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^  agalnfl:  the  fting  of  the  fcorpion,  the 
^  bite  of  the  viper,  rattle^-fnake,  and  al! 

«  the  ferpents  in  the  Eaji  or  Weji 
^  Indies y  &c. 

SHALL  be  exceedingly  obliged  to 
^  any  gentleman,  who  will  communicate 
^  a  fhort  account  of  all  thofe  they  have 

*  either  known,  or  heard  from  good 
‘  hands,  were  bit,  v/ithin  twenty  years 

*  paft,  viz,  when  bit,  what  fymptoms 

^  appeared,  from  firft  to  laft ;  what  was 

^  done  for  them,  and  the  fuccefs,  good 

^  or  bad,  with  any  other  material  cir- 

<  cumftance,  as  alfo  their  fuccefs  with 

% 

^  this  New  method. 

^  Feb,  26,  1738. 

Non  fumiim  ex  fulgore^  fed  ex  fumo  dare 
lucent 

Cogito  - - 

Horat. 

Given  gratis  in  Fad-lane^  near  Guild-Hall. 


I 
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I  HAVE  troubled  the  reader  with  Mr. 
DoiiglaJs  paper  at  length,  in  order  to 
fecure  to  myfelf  the  honour,  however 
trifling,  of  having  been  the  firft  that  ap¬ 
plied  Mercury  internally  to  the  cure  of 
the  Canine  Madncfs,  which  I  find  has 
been  difputed  with  me,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
"^ohn  'Douglas,  But  as  this  appears  to  be 
the  firfi:  thing  he  ever  publifhed  on  this 
fubjedl,  and  as  he  quotes  my  Memorial, 
printed  in  the  Philofophical  PranJhBionSy 
’tis  very  certain,  that  I  wrote  upon  this 
fubjedl  before  him.  Whether  he  ever 
publifhed  any  thing  farther  afterwards, 
I  cannot  learn  ;  but  I  believe  he  did  not ; 
for  I  remember,  that,  not  long  before  his 
deceafe,  he  defired  I  would  give  him 
j  fome  cafes  ;  and  I  think,  if  he  had 
printed  them,  he  would  have  fent  me 
I  a  book,  as  he  did  upon  other  occafions. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Douglas 
i  quotes  DeJJaidt,  fur  la  Rage,  a  book  wrote 
1  by  a  phyfician  of  Bourdeaux.  As  I  had 

K  4 


never 
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ne^er  either  feen  or  heard  of  this  au¬ 
thor,  I  petitioned  him  to  fend  it  me, 
which  he  very  obligingly  did  foon  after. 
And  I  was  much  pleafed  to  find  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  Mercury  confirmed  by  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafes  there  related. 

As  Dej]aiilt\  theory  feems  but  indiffe¬ 
rent,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  in  my  quota¬ 
tions  from  him,  entirely  to  his  pradlice, 
as  much  more  worthy  of  notice. 

^  The  remedy,  fays  he,  which  I  have 
^  tried  with  conftant  fuccefs,  and  which 
^  I  propofe  to  prevent  and  cure  the  Hy- 
^  drophobia,  is  the  ointment  made  of  one 
^  third  part  of  Mercury  revived  from  Cin- 
*  nabary  one  third  part  of  human  fat,  and 
^  as  much  of  hog's  lard, 

^  This  ointment  fliould  be  rubbed 
^  upon  the  wound,  and  round  about,  one 
^  or  two  drachms  at  a  time,  by  intervals, 
^  or  fucceffively. 


I  think 
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<  I  think  I  am  the  firft  who  made  this 

*  trial,  and  have  no  reafon  to  repent  it, 

*  jfince  all  thofe  who  have  followed  this 
<  procefs  have  been  preferved  from  the 
^  Hydrophobia^ 

^  When  a  perfon  comes  to  me  im- 

*  mediately  after  the  bite  of  a  mad  crea- 
‘  ture,  I  fend  him  to  bathe  in  the  fea ; 

‘  although  I  have  no  dependance  upon 
^  its  efficacy,  on  account  of  the  fad  ex- 
'  amples  we  have  feen  of  it  this  year. 

‘  Never thelefs,  as  it  is  authorifed  by  the 
^  opinion  of  the  public,  to  omit  it  would 
^  be  dying  in  the  face  of  a  general  pre- 
‘  judice,  and  it  is  at  lead  of  fome  ad- 

^  vantage,  fo  far  as  it  calms  a  little  the' 
‘  patient’s  mind,  who  meafures  his  con- 
^  fidence  by  the  great  number  of  medi- 
^  cines  he  ufes,  to  fecure  himfelf ;  and 
^  the  bath  abates,  in  fome  degree,  the 
^  great  fear  which  fatigues  him  night 

*  and  day.  I  have  obferved,  that  their 
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‘  apprehenfion  increafes  as  they  come 

*  nearer  the  fortieth  day. 

‘  Secondly,  immediately  after  his  re- 
^  turn,  I  make  him  take  Palmarius's 

*  powder,  to  which  I  add  the  Coral- 

*  lina,  an  excellent  vermifuge.  We 
‘  Ihould  be  guilty  of  ingratitude  to  our 
‘  predeceffors  in  phyhc,  if  we  negledled 

*  thofe'  remedies  which  they  have  tranf- 

*  mitted  to  poilerity.  And  if  the  ideas 
^  which  I  propofe  are  juft  and  true,  we 
^  are  much  oblit^ed  to  the  ancients  for 
®  them,  iincc  they  are  only  confequences 

*  drawn  from  their  obfervations,  and  the 
^  foccefs  of  their  medicines  ;  and  this 
^  which  I  propofe  has  occurred  to  me 
^  from  the  analogy  of  their  precepts  and 
^  dodtrine. 

^  I  therefore  order  one  drachm  of  Pal- 
^  inarius^  powder,  in  wdiite  wine  every 
‘  morning  ^  eaid  women  who  cannot  bear 

‘  wine. 
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*  wine,  take  it  in  a  draught  of  warm 
^  water.  ^ 

'  In  this  method  I  perfevere  thirty 
^  days,  with  thofe  who  have  been  bit  in 
‘  an  uncovered  place ;  or  have  received 
^  fome  conliderable  wound  by  the  bite ; 

^  but  to  thofe  who  have  been  bit  in  a 

*  place  that  was  covered,  and  had  only' 

*  a  few  holes  made  with  the  teeth,  I  give 
^  the  powder  only  twenty  days. 

^  Thirdly,  from  the  firfl  day  of 

*  ufing  the  powder,  I  make  them  rub  in 

*  one  or  two  drachms  of  the  ointment, 

^  upon  the  wound  and  adjacent  parts,  and 
^  extend  the  ointment  all  over  the  part 

that  was  wounded. 

*  The  fridtion  Is  repeated  every  other 
^  day  in  the  beginning ;  and  after  the 

‘  third 

*  F ahnariuC %  Powder,  and  what  may  be  expedled 
from  it,  will  be  fecii  in  the  fequel. 
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third  time,  every  third  day ;  after  the 
‘  fixth,  every  fourth,  till  two  or  three 
^  ounces  of  ointment  have  been  ufed  ; 
<-the  quantity  of  which  ought  to  be  pro- 
*  portioned  to  the  ftrength,  age,  tempe- 
«  rament,  fex,  the  bite,  &c. 

But  when  the  patient  comes  to  me 
^  feveral  days  after  the  bite,  for  fear  of 
^  accident,  and  to  prevent  the  Rabies ,  I 
order  him  to  make  the  fricl:ions  daily 
^  for  four  or  five  days,  and  increafe  the 
^  dofe  of  the  powder  ;  after v^ards  I  leave 
^  a  day  or  two  between,  to  avoid  the  fa- 
^  livation  which  might  enfue  from  the 
^  daily  ufe  of  the  ointment. 


^  I  HAVE  often  thought,  that  if  the 
‘  Mercury  fhould  occafion  fome  flight  fa- 
livation  in  this  cafe,  it  could  not  but 
‘  produce  a  good  efredt ;  for  the  poifon 
‘  of  the  Rabies  flicks  to  the  JliUva^  as 
'  above,  and  as  Mercury  naturally  tends 
^  towards  the  mouth,  as  daily  experience 
‘  evinces,  is  it  to  be  doubted,  that  the 

fove- 
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fovereign  antidote  of  fo  many  contagi¬ 
ous  poifons,  fhould  not  deftroy  alfo  that* 
of  the  Hydrophobia  ? 

i  *' 

4 

If- 

^  Fourthly,  I  let  the  patient  apply 
all  thofe  trifling  remedies  he  is  advifed 
to,  as  wearing  of  amulets  about  his 
neck,  &c,  provided  they  do  not  weaken 
or  deftroy  the  virtue  of  my  powder  or 
ointment.  I  infinitely  ’  approve  devo¬ 
tions  and  vows,  and  am  of  opinion, 
that  his  prayers,  thofe  of  his  friends, 
and  of  devout  and  pious  perfons,  pro¬ 
cure  a  happy  fuccefs  to  the  remedies  : 
thefe  means  ferve  at  leaft  to  quiet  the 
patient’s  mind,  who  ftands  in  great 
need  of  it. 

‘  Fifthly,  I  let  him  keep  to  his 
ufual  meals,  forbidding  him  all  ex- 
cefTes ;  for  experience  proves  that  they 
increafe  all  the  other  contao-ioiis  di- 
ftempers.  I  let  him  drink  wine  with 
moderation,  which  has  a  virtue  of  ma¬ 
king  people  bold  ,  and  in  this  prefent 

^  cafe 
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*  cafe  it  diminifhes,  at  leaft,  that  terrible 

*  fear,  which  torments  them  night  and 
‘  day.  I  take  care  that  they  be  not  left 

*  alone,  and  delire  their  relations  and 
'  ^  friends  to  bear  them  company,  forbid- 

^  ding  them  to  mention  madnefs  to  them, 

*  or  mad  creatures. 


OBSERVATION  I. 
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^  A  gentlewoman  of  this  city,  [Bour-- 
deaux)  going  to  Medoc,  found  upon  the 
road  a  little  ftray  dog,  which  run  about, 
fitting  afterwards  down  ;  his  tail  was 
between  his  legs,  and  his  tongue  hung 
out  of  his  mouth.  The  dog  followed 
the  chariot  Ihe  was  in,  with  part  of  her 
family.  As  foon  as  he  faw  fome  fhep- 
herds  dogs,  he  purfued  them,  and  made 
them  run  away,  although  much^  bigger 
than  himfelf.  Moreover,  he  run  into 
every  houfe  upon  the  road,  and  fet  upon 
the  dogs;  ftrong  or  weak,  with  a  fupe- 
riority  of  courage  and  ftrength,  which 

^  pleafed 
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'  pleafed  the  lady,  who  thought  fhe  had 
^  been  lucky  in  finding  a  good  houfe  dog. 

^  Her  cow-herd  came  down  to  catch 
*  him,  prefenting  him  a  piece  of  meat  he 
^  had  left  of  his  breakfaft.  The  doa:  re- 
‘  fufes  it,  but  bites  him  in  the  hand. 
^  He  then  judged  him  to  be  mad,  told 
‘  his  lady  of  it,  and  wanted  to  kill  him. 

‘She,  who  among  many  other  fine 
‘  qualifications  is  of  a  humane  difpofition, 
‘  oppofed  the  cow-herd's  cruelty,  and 
‘  ordered  him  to  let  the  dog  follow  her. 
‘  The  dog  w^as  hardly  come  into  the 
‘  houfe,  but  he  bit  one  of  her  children  ; 
‘  and  at  that  inftant  herfelf,  alfo,  in  the 
‘  hand  above  the  little  finger,  and  held 
‘  fo  faft,  that  notwithftanding  fiie  endea- 
‘  'Voured  to  get  loofe  her  hand,  lifting 
‘  the  dog  up  from  the  ground,  and  £ha- 
‘  king  him  with  all  her  might ;  and  al- 
‘  though  they  ftruck  him  with  great 
‘  flicks,  he  did  not  quit  his  hold  till  the 
‘  wEole  part  he  had  feizcd  was  tore  with 

‘  his 
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*  his  teeth,  which  made  a  confiderable 
‘  wound  in  her  hand. 

«  Th  EY  found  too  late  that  the  doo* 

o 

‘  was  mad,  and  then  he  was  killed. 

‘The  lady  went  to  the  fea,  although 
‘  the  weather  was  pretty  cold.  After 
‘  fhe  had  bathed,  £he  eat  a  pancake,  in 
‘  which  they  had  put  calcined  oyfter- 
‘  fliells ;  but  her  mind  was  not  eafy,  ter- 
‘  rifled  by  the  fatal  and  frequent  exam- 
‘  pies  which  were  before  her  eyes  in  her 
‘  country,  fhe  affedts  folitude,  her  deep 
‘  is  interrupted  by  terrible  dreams,  and 
‘  her  mind  is  filled  with  unufual  ideas  ; 

‘  and  her  fear  went  fo  far,  as  to  think 
‘  herfelf  upon  the  verge  of  madnefs  : 

‘  She  often  afked  for  water,  to  try  whe- 
‘  ther  file  had  any  abhorrence  to  it. 

‘  I  WAS  called  to  vifit  her  at  Me  doc  ; 

•  altho’  it  was  feveral  days  after  fhe  had 
‘  been  bit,  the  wound  was  not  cicatrifed, 

‘  but  appeared  of  a  livid  colour. 

‘  I 
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^  I  BEGAN  with  chearing  up  her  mind 

*  as  much  as  poffible  3  I  reprefented  to 

*  her  the  infallibility  of  my  method,  and 
^  the  certainty  of  my  experiments,  and 
‘  that  they  never  had  been  followed  by 

*  any  bad  confequences. 


^  I  made  her  take  Palmar  ins' s  pow- 

*  der,  and  rub  the  wound,  and  the  hand 
‘  every  day  with  half  a  drachm  of 
^  ointment.  I  perfuaded  her  to  go  abroad, 
^  to  fee  company  at  home  and  elfewhere, 

*  and  to  go  to  the  concert  in  this  city. 
^  By  this  means  fhe  is  perfectly  recovered 
'  of  her  fright,  fecured  from  the  diftem- 
^  per,  and  enjoys  a  good  ftate  of  health. 

O  B  S  E  Pv  V  A  T  I  O  N  II. 

^  A  mad  wolf  went  and  attacked,  be- 
'  fore  day,  two  dogs  of  one  Pey  Dumeniu^ 

*  of  the  parifh  of  SGiiJfans,  in  MedoCy  a 
‘  tenant  to  M.  de  Latonr  Demons.  He 

L  ^  begins 
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‘  begins  with  killing  the  dog,  which  was 
‘  able  to  make  the  greateft  refiftance ; 
^  the  other  was  afterwards  mod  cruelly 
‘  torn,  and  almoft  put  to  deaih. 

^  This  fcene  did  not  pafs  without  a 
‘  great  deal  of  noife  on  the  part  of  the 
‘  dogs.  Pey  Dume?2m  avv^akes,  opens  his 
^  door  in  his  fhirt,  and  runs  to  help  his 
‘  dogs  ;  the  wolf  jumps  upon  him,  and 
‘  bites  him  in  both  his  hands  and  his 
^  arm.  His  fon,  called  Coujiot,  alfo,  gets 
^  up  in  his  fhirt,  and  runs  to  help  his  fa- 
‘  ther  with  a  rake  in  his  hand.  The 
/  wolf  lets  go  his  hold,  and  falls  upon 
‘  the  fon,  whom  he  bites  feverely  in  the 
‘  arm  ;  the  father,  in  his  turn,  although 
‘  wounded,  comes  to  fuccour  his  fon. 
‘  The  wolf  runs  away,  and  meets  a  iieigh- 
‘  hour  who  was  got  up,  named  'Jean 
^  Guiraiid ;  the  vrolf  alfo  bites  him  in 
^  his  arm,  making  three  or  four  confider- 
‘  able  openings,  befides  feveral  little  ones. 
^  This  laft  man  feized  the  wolf  by  one 
‘  of  his  hind  legs,  and  made  him  quit 

‘  his 
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*  his  hold.  The  animal  continues  his 
^  tour,  and  meets  with  a  (hepherd  of 
^  Monf,  Brethonneaii^  called  Cr/y,  whom 
‘  he  bites.  At  laft  the  wolf  was  killed. 

*  Here  are  four  men  bit  by  the  fame 
^  wolf,  the  fame  day,  and  the  fame  hour; 

‘  they  all  four  go  to  the  fea  to  bathe, 

‘  and  come  back  pretty  well  affured  of 
‘  their  cure. 

‘  Some  days  after,  Pey  Dumeniu  fcth  a 
^  numb  pain  about  his  fears,  which  grew 
‘  hard,  and  rofe  like  embroidery  ;  he  was 
"  very  much  frighted ;  they  comfort  him, 

^  attributing  it  to  the  great  cold  of  the 
‘  winter  of  1731.  A  little  while  after, 

‘  however,  he  is  feized  with  all  the 
‘  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  as  well  as  Criq  ; 
‘  they  both  die  mad. 

‘  Domestic  examples  ftrike  and  inti- 
‘  midate  commonly  more  than  ftrange 
^  ones.  Conjiot  Dianenhi  having  feen  his 
‘  father  perifli,  expeds  the  fame  fate  ; 

L  2  *  and 
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‘  and  the  rather,  fince  he  begins  to  per- 
‘  ceive  pain  in  his  cicatrices,  and  a  fwell- 
‘  ing  with  hardnefs.  yean  Guiraud,  his 

*  companion,  is  in  the  fame  cafe. 

^  Monf.  yontardy  merchant  of  Cajile^ 
natty  a  very  honeft  man,  and  my  parti- 
cular  friend,  fends  them  to  me  with- 
‘  out  delay.  I  examined  their  cicatri- 
^  ces,  and  wondered  that  the  wolfs  teeth 
could  have  made  fuch  large  wounds; 
‘  the  parts  were  hard  and  fwelled,  and 
‘  I  doubted  not  but  madnefs  was  near  at 

*  hand,  if  fome  remedy  was  not  applied 
‘  immediately,  the  other  tv\^o  unfortu- 
^  nate  perfons  having  died  one  or  two 

*  days  before. 

.  ‘  I  MADE  them  prefen tly  rub  in  one 

^  drachm  and  a  half  of  mercurial  oint- 
^  ment,  which  I  made  them  extend  over 
‘  the  cicatrices,  and  the  whole  arm.  This 
‘  was  repeated  three  days  fucceffively.  I 
^  thought  the  cafe  too  preffing  to  fuffer 
^  any  interval.  After  the  three  firft  days, 

^  I 
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^  I  made  them  rub  themfelves  every 
^  other  day,  and  after  the  fifth  fridtion  I 
^  left  two  days  interval ;  however  they 
^  took  every  day  a  drachm  and  a  half  of 
^  Pahnarhu  s  powder. 

^  These  two  patients  were  perfedtly 
^  cured,  and  returned  to  the  plough.  I 
^  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing/  after  the 
‘  third  fridlion,  the  cicatrices  grow  flat 
^  and  foft,  the  pain  v/ent  off,  their  cou- 
‘  rage  returned,  and  their  minds  refumed 
^  their  natural  tranquility,  in  proportion  • 
^  as  they  perceived  the  accidents  difap- 
•  peared  Vvdiich  had  terrifled  them. 


‘  Can  you  wifli  for  a  more  difl;in‘fl: 
^  cafe,  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  Mercury  to 
‘  preferve  perfons  from  Canine  Madnefs, 
‘  than  this,  which  I  have  here  related. 
‘  Four  men  are  bit  the  fame  day,  the 
‘  fame  hour,  by  the  fame  animal ;  two  of 
‘  them  die  of  madnefs,  the  two  others 
^  perceive  the  fymptoms  which  foreboded 
‘  madnefs  to  the  others  5  but  Mercury  fe- 

L  3  '  ‘  cures 
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*  cures  them,  affifted  by  Palmarhis^ 

^  powder.  Truly  if  I  had  but  this  ob- 
^  fervation  only,  it  would  deferve  the  at- 
^’tention  of  a  practitioner. 

REMARK  I. 

^  Old  'Dumemu  was  bit  in  both  his 
‘  hands,  in  the  arm,  and  thighs ;  the 
^  number  of  wounds  might  accelerate  his 

*  madnefs ;  befides,  they  had  been  made 
^  in  parts  not  cloathed,  he  being  in  his 
^  fliirf:. 

REMARK  II. 

*  In  the  confternation  the  two  patients 
^  who  came  to  me  were  in,  I  omitted 
‘  nothing  to  raife  their  courage  \  I  even 
^  gave  them  the  medicines  gratis^  as  well 
^  as  my  advice,  to  ihew  them,  by  not  be- 
‘  ing  mercenary,  how  confident  I  was  of 
^  fuccefs. 
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REMARK  III. 

‘  T  HE  fwelling,  pain,  and  hardnefs  of 
‘  the  cicatrices  foretold  fome  days  before 
^  that  madnefs  was  coming  on  ;  as  in  the 
^  venereal  difeafe,  buboes,  for  example, 

^  and  cicatrices  v/hich  grow  hard  and' 
^  fwell,  are  manifeft  figns  of  the  pox. 

‘  But  this  is  not  the  only  instance 
*  where  it  fymbolifes  with  the  Hydropho- 
*■  bia.  The  venereal  diforder  is  contraft- 
‘  ed  by  the  intromiffion  of  the  poifon 
‘  from  one  body  into  the  other  \  fo  is  the 
‘  Hydrophobia,  The  venereal  vh^ns  is 
‘  fome  time  before  any  of  its  fymptoms 
‘  appear  j  the  fame  fcene  paffes  in  the 
‘  Rabies,  Authors  obferve,  that  the  ve- 
‘  nereal  difternper  has  fometimes  lain 
‘  many  years  dormant,  before  it  appeared; 

*■  the  like  has  been  obferved  in  the  Rabies. 

‘  Every  one  who  expcfes  himfelf  to  catch 
‘  the  infefiion  from  women,  does  not 
^  take  it ;  fo  likewife,  not  all  thole  who 

L  4  ‘are 
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«  are  bit  by  mad  dogs^  contract  the  Hy-- 
‘  drophobia^. 

‘  All  thefe  ftrokes  of  refemblance  be- 
<  tween  the  venereal  diforder  and  the 
^  drophobiUy  are  as  many  inconteftible 
^  proofs  of  the  ufefulnefs  and  efficacy  of 
‘  Mercury  in  the  Rabies' 

So  far  Defflmlt.  I  confefs  I  never  had 
made  ufe  of  Mercurial  unftion  in  the 
cure  of  Canine  Madnefs,  till  I  faw  this 
author’s  bock.  But  I  think  I  may  fairly 
claim  the  priority  of  applying  Mercury,* 
though  internally. 

Dess  AULT  tells  us,  that  when  Pey 
Dufneniu  was  terrified  upon  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  of  the  diftemper,  they  comfort  him 
by  afcribing  his  diforder  to  the  coldnefs 
of  the  winter  of  1731^  whence 'it  ffiould 
feem,  that  this  cafe  occured  in  1742. 
Now  it  appears  in  the  P hikjophical  Pra?]/- 
akimtSy  that  I  recommended  Mercury  in 
this  cafe  about  Michael  mas  ^  1731^  ^^'^d ' 

that 
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that  it  was  tried  the  Fel?ruary  following 
with  fuccefs. 

I  MUST  not  omit  the  hiftory,  fo  far  as 
I  could  inform  myfelf,  of  a  medicine, 
which  I  hear  has  been  fuccefsfully  ufed, 
both  as  a  prefervative  from  the  Hydro- 
phobia^  and  cure  of  it;  and  which  feems 
very  ftrcmgly  to  prove  the  great  efficacy 
of  Mercury  in  this  diftemper. 

Sir  George  Cobb,  a  gentleman  formerly 
in  the  Eajl  Indies,  brought  from  F mqiiin 
two  forts  of  red  powder,  which  are  much 
celebrated  in  that  country,  as  efficacious 
in  this  diftemper. 

Upon  examination,  thefe  two  powders 
proved  Native  and  Faftitious  Cinnabar, 
and,  according  to  the  beft  information  I 
can  get.  Lady  Frede?dck  brought  the  fame 
remedy  from  the  fame  place.  The  pre- 
fcription  is  as  follows. 


Take 
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Take  of  Native  and  FaBitious  Cin¬ 
nabar,  each  twenty-foLir  grains ;  Majk 
lixteen  grains.  Let  them  be  powdered, 
and  mixed  well  together."^ 

* 

This  powder  is  to  be  taken  ail  at 
once  in  a  tea- cup  full  of  arrack,  and  is 
faid  to  fecure  the  patient  for  thirty  days ; 
after  v/hich  time  the  dofe  is  to  be  re¬ 
peated  in  the  fame  manner  j  but  it  (hould 
be  done  as  foon  as  poffibie  after  the  bite 
is  received. 


But  if  the  patient  has  any  fymptoms 
of  the  difeafe  upon  him,  the  fecond  dofe 

mud: 


*  The  original  receipt  was  gi\"en  me  by  another 
hand  in  this  form.  Talce  two  Candarines  of  the  befl 
MufK,  five  Candarines  of  Native  Cinnabar,  five  Can- 
d^rines  of  Vermilion.  Grind  them  fine,  and  mix 
them  in  a  glafs  of  flrong  arrack  or  brandy.  A.  Can- 
darinc  of  China  is  the  7 2d  part  of  a  Frejich  crown,  fo 
that  one  phyfical  ounce  is  rather  more  than  76  Can- 
darmcs.  This  I  thought  proper  to  infert,  tho’  not 
exactly  agreeable  to  Sir  George  Cobb's  receipt. 
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muft  be  repeated  three  hours  after  the 
firft,  and  this  is  faid  to  be  fufficient  for 
a  cure. 

Sir  George  Cobb  communicated  this  to 
Mr.  Roberts^  an  apothecary  in  Pall  Mall y 
who  publifhed  the  receipt  in  fome  of  the 
daily  papers ;  and  I  hear  Sir  Benja?nm 

Wrench  of  No?-'wkh,  made  fome  experi- 
ments  with  it  fuccefsfully,  as  well  as 
many  others. 

Faftitious  Cinnabar  is  made  of  three 
parts  Mercury  to  one  of  Sulphur ;  and, 
as  I  remember,  a  pound  of  good  Native 
Cinnabar  yields  near  fourteen  ounces  of 
fluid  Mercury ;  and  therefore  it  feems, 
that  the  good  effedls  of  this  medicine 
ought  to  be  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
afcribed  to  Mercury. 

As  to  the  Muflc,  it  is  an  animal  fub- 
flance,  and  confequently  oEan  alcaline 
nature  j  and  as  alcalies  have  in  all  ages 

been 
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been  recommended  in  this  cafe,  it  feems 
to  be  at  leaft  not  prejudicial. 

The  Chinefe  are  very  fond  of  per¬ 
fumes,  and  probably  give  Mufk  to  ren¬ 
der  the  medicine  more  agreeable.  But 
I  think  it  may  be  of  fome  further  ufe, 
as  it  is  a  great  compofer,  and  excellent  in 
convulfions.  It  may,  therefore,  mode¬ 
rate  the  fymptoms,  ^vhilft  Mercury  per¬ 
forms  the  cure. 

Claude  du  Chotfel,  a  Jefuit,  and  apothe- 
caiy  to  the  million  of  Pondicherry^  hav¬ 
ing  fent  fome  papers  to  Frafice^  relating 
to  certain  experiments  he  had  made  with 
Mercury  in  the  Canine  Madnefs,  thefe 
were  publiflied  at  Paris,  in  a  pamphlet, 
in  1756,  and  that  year  ti*an£!ated  into 
EngliJIj.  As  his  obfervations  are  extreme¬ 
ly  interefling,  and  the  cafes  he  relates 
amount  to  a  full  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
Mercury  in  the  cure  of  the  Canine  Mad- 
neis,  I  lhall  here  add  his  teftimony  to 
what  has  been  already  advanced. 


^  Tho’ 
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^  Though,  fays  he,  it  is  but  about 
‘  fourteen  years  that  I  have  been  in  Indian 
^  I  imagine  that  the  oldefl  practitioners 
^  of  phyfic  in  Europe  have  fcarcely  had 
‘  fo  frequent  opportunities  of  treating  per- 

*  fons  bit  by  mad  animals,  fuch  as  dogs> 

‘  cats,  foxes,  or  by  their  own  fpecies,  as 

*  myfelf.  Animals,  efpecially  dogs,  are 
‘  much  more  fubjedl  to  madnefs  in  this 
^  country,  than  in  France,  The  great 
‘  heat  of  the  climate  may,  perhaps,  be 
‘  one  particular  caufe ;  and  their  food 
‘  may  likewife  contribute  to  it.  They 
^  get  very  little  food  in  their  mafters 
^  houfes  (who  are  commonly  very  poor) 

*  and,  for  the  moft  part,  feed  upon  car- 
^  rion.  This  corrupted  aliment,  no 

*  doubt,  predifpofes  them  to  madnefs. 

In  the  exercife  of  that  charity  in 
^  which  I  am  employed,  in  giving  medi- 
^  cines  to  the  lick,  I  have  had  the  morti- 

*  fication  to  fee  many  die  of  this  mad- 
‘  nefs,  after  having  treated  them  in  the. 

‘  beft 
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^  belt  manner  I  could,  according  to  the 
^  common  rules  of  medicine.  Hence  I 
‘  had  reafon  to  be  convinced,  that  thofe 
‘  who  had  wrote  upon  this  diftemper, 

‘  had  not  yet  difcovered  a  fpecific  for  it. 

^The  authors  who  have  treated  on 
‘  this  diftemper,  at  leaft  thofe  whom  I 
^  have  had  an  opportunity  of  perufing, 

^  have  all  fpoke  of  it  in  an  indetermi- 
^  nate  and  obfcure  manner.  I  know  of 
‘  no  author,  but  M.  Dejaulty  who  de- 
^  fcribes  this  difeafe  conformably  to  the 
appearances  I  have  obferved. 

^  The  remedy  of  M.  Dejjault  is  Mer- 
^  cury.  Before  I  made  ufe  of  it  I  had 
*  tried  in  vain  cordials,  bitters,^  abfor- 
‘  bents,  bathing  in  the  fea,  and  every 
^  thing  that  is  prefcribed  in  medicine  for 
^  the  cure  of  perfons  bit  by  mad  animals. 
‘  At  the  month’s  end  thefe  perfons  died 
‘  with  the  moft  evident  fyrnptoms  of  this 
‘  madnefs,  as  a  ghaftly  and  even  convul- 
‘  fed  afpedt,  and  filtering  voice  ;  they 

^  fighed 
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'  fighed,  and  were  not  capable  of  ex- 
‘  plaining  v/iiat  they  felt ;  they  avoided 
^  the  light,  had  a  dread  of  water,  and 

*  fell  into  convuliions  when  it  was  of- 

« 

‘  fered  them  to  drink. 

‘  Many  of  thofe  who  were  under  my 
‘  care,  flattered  thenifelves  that  they  had 
^  efcaped  the  fymptoms  of  madnefs, .  and 
^  even  death  itfelf,  by  the  ufe  of  the 
‘  common  remedies,  which  I  gave,  when 
‘  firft  I  undertook  to  treat  this  diforder  : 

^  hut  I  am  perfaaded  that  the  animals 
^  which  bit  them  were  not  mad. 

‘The  marks  effigned  by  authors  to 
‘  know  a  mad  do^,  are  fometimes  very 
‘  ambiguous.  We  cannot  always  judge 
‘  by  the  appearance,  whether  a  dog  is 
‘  mad  or*  not.  In  this  uncertainty,  I 
‘  have  followed  the  fafeft  and  moft  ra- 
‘  tional  method  ;  which  is  to  take  for 
‘  granted,  that  all  thofe  who  fay  they 
‘  have  been  bit  by  a  mad  animal,  have 
‘  been  fo  in  reality ;  and  the  rather,  as, 

‘  if 
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‘  if  the  animal  was  not  mad,  my  method 

*  of  treatment  can  do  them  no  harm. 

*  Ti-its  is  my  method,  different  in 
^  fome  meafure  from  that  of  M.  Deffault-, 

*  but  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  mine  is 

*  preferable. 

‘  I  begin  with  rubbing  a  drachm  of 

*  Mercurial  ointment  upon  the  wounded 
^  part,  keeping  open  the  wound  as  much 

*  as  poffible,  that  the  ointment  may  pe- 

*  netrate  into  it.  'I’he  next  day  I  re- 

*  peat  the  unftion  on  all  the  wounded 

*  limb,  and  purge  my  patient  with  a 

*  drachm  of  the  mercurial  pills.  The 
^  third  day,  after  rubbing  in  the  oint- 
®  ment  only  on  the  bitten  part,  I  give  the 

*  patient  a  mercurial  pill,  or  the  fourth 

*  part  of  the  dofe  under  mentioned.  I 
^  I  continue  thus  for  ten  days  to  rub  in 
‘  a  drachm  of  the  ointment  every  morn- 

*  ing,  and  to  give  the  refblvent  bolus, 

^  which  commonly  procures  the  patient 
‘  two  or  three  ftools,  and  prevents  the 

‘  Mercury 
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^  Mercury  from  affefting  the  upper  parts. 
^  At  the  end  of  ten  days,  I  purge  the  pa- 
^  tient  again  with  the  fame  pills,  and  dif- 
^  mifs  him. 

The  Mercurial  Pills. 

‘  Three  drachms  of  Crude  Mercury, 
^  extinguiflied  in  a  drachm  of  Tur- 
‘  pentine. 

‘  Choice  Rhubarb,  Colloquintida  in  pow- 
^  der,  Gutta  Gamba,  of  each  two 
^  drachms. 

/ 

'  I  make  up  the  whole  with  a  fufficient 

*  quantity  of  clarified  honey.  The  dofe 
^  one  drachm. 

Mercurial  Ointment. 

*  One  ounce  of  Crude  ‘  Mercury,  extin- 

^  guilhedin  two  Drachms  of  turpentine. 

‘  Mutton  fuet,  three  ounces. 

‘  Make  an  ointment  of  the  whole. 

M  ‘  The 
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‘  The  quantity  to  be  rubbed  in  at  every 
‘  undlion  in  this  difeafe,  is  one  drachm. 

‘  I  MAKE  ufe  of  mutton  fuet  here,  be- 
^  caufe  the  heat  of  the  climate  hinders 
^  the  hog’s  lard  from  preferviog  the  con- 
^  fiftence  neceffary  for  an  ointment. 

The  method  I  have  defcribed,  and 

*  the  continuance  mentioned,  are  only 
^  proper  for  thofe  who  apply  immediately 
<  after  being  bit :  for  when  two  or  three 
^  weeks  have  paifed  after  the  bite,  it  is 

*  evident  we  mufl:  increafe  the  dofe  of 

*  the  medicines,  and  continue  the  ufe  of 
'  them  for  a  longer  time  ;  becaufe  the 
^  difeafe  has  taken  deeper  root.  It  is  not 
*•  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  dofe  muff 
^  be  leffened  to  children  in  proportion  to 
^  their  age.  For  them  I  diredl  fmall 

*  quantities  of  the  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
‘  in  every  day  for  fifteen  days,  and  purge 

*  them  once  in  three  days  with  fyrup  of 
^  rhubarb. 


‘I 
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*  I  HAVE  remarked,  that  children  and 
young  people  are,  in  general,  more  fuf^ 

‘  ceptible  of  this  contagion,  than  thofe 
‘  of  an  advanced  age* 

^  As  to  regimen,  I  forbid  my  patients 

*  the  ufe  of  things  tart  or  acid,  and  all 
‘  crude  meats,  or  fuch  as  are  hard  to  di- 

*  geft.  Otherwife,  I  give  them  entire 

*  liberty  to  eat  what  they  plcafe. 

‘  Bathing  in  the  fea  has  hitherto  been 
looked  upon  as  an  infallible  prefervative 

*  againft  the  Canine  Madnefs.  The  ex- 
‘  perience  v/hich  I  have  had  of  it  in  all 
‘  thofe  patients  who  were  not  treated  ac- 
‘  cording  to  my  new  method,  has  proved 
‘  to  me  the  fahity  of  that  opinion.  They 
^  bathed  themfelves  every  day  in  the  fea, 

‘  but  to  no  purpofe ;  not  one  of  them 
‘  furvived  the  bite  longer  than  thirty,  or 
‘  three  and  thirty  days.  I  do  not,  how- 
‘  ever,  difapprove  of  thefe  bathings, 
‘  where  they  ferve  to  quiet  the  minds  of 

'M2  ‘  the 
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‘  the  patients.  Befides,  the  Indians  ufu- 
^  ally  bathe  themfelves  every  day.  We 
^  are  fituated  here  on  the  fea  fhore,  and  it 
‘  is  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  a  few 
^  waves  of  fea- water  pafs  over  their  bo- 
^  diesj  or  they  walh  themfelves  in  a  pond. 

*  In  this  hot  country  there  is  no  danger 

*  of  an  obftruited  perfpiration  or  pleiiri- 
lies.  If  I  were  at  a  greater  difcance 

^  from  the  fea  coaft,  and  in  a  cold  coun- 
^  try,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
^  fuch  fort  of  remedies,  v/hich  I  look 
^  upon  as  entirely  ufelefs  in  the  cure  of 
‘  this  difeafe. 

c  Wh  EN  I  had  been  taught  from  the 
^  learned  diflertation  of  M.  Default ^  the 
‘  method  of  giving  Mercury  to  prevent 
^  this  madnefs,  I  did  not  fcrupuloufly 
^  confine  myfelf  to  his  method  j  I  found 
^  it  too  tedious  :  for  why  fhould  thirty 
‘  or  forty  days  be  fpent  in  curing  this 
^  difeafe,  when  twelve  or  fifteen  are  fafS- 
^  cie nt  ? 


‘  This 
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‘  This  author  makes  ufe  of  the  Mer- 
‘  curial  unftioa  only  three  times^)  viz,  the 
‘  three  lirui  days.  He  contents  himfelf 
‘  with  giving  his  patient  the  bitter  pow- 
‘  der  of  Palmarius  during  the  thirty  or 
^  forty  days  of  the  cure.  But  I  have 
^  more  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  Mercury 
^  againft  the  poifon  of  this  diftemper, 

‘  than  in  the  powder  of  Palmarius,  Mer^ 

‘  curv  internally  and  externally  ufed, 

‘  tho’  in  fmall  quantities,  appeared  to  me 
‘  much  more  capable  of  diffipating  this 
*  venom,,  than  any  other  medicine.  For 
^  this  reafon  I  ventured  to  make  the  pa- 
‘  tient  take  every  day,  a  fmall  refolvent 
‘  bolus  compofed  of  Mercury,  and  I 
‘  have  never  had  reafon  to  repent  this 
^  practice. 

‘  Alt  ho’  the  method  I  have  ufed  fel- 
‘  dom  excites  a  falivation,  yet  it  fome- 
‘  times  happens.  This  gives  me  no 
‘  pain  :  I  continue  my  ufual  way.  I  had 
‘  rather  fee  a  patient  under  a  falivation 

P/I  3  ‘  for 
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<  for  a  few  days,  than  mad.  The  Mer- 
*  ciiry,  however,  goes  off  by  ftool,  wlth- 
«  out  any  trouble^ 

‘  Most  of  thofe  to  whom  I  have  ad- 
^  miniftered  this  remedy,  followed  their 
‘  ufual  employments,  in  the  fame  man- 
^  ner  as  when  they  took  no  medicines ; 
‘  a  matter  of  great  importance  in  this 
^  country,  where  people  are  fo  poor,  that 
‘  if  they  leave  off  working  two  or  three 
‘  days  together,  they  are  abfolutely  in 
«  want  of  neceffaries. 

‘  I  KNOW  not  whether  this  diforder 
‘  was  formerly  attended  v/ith  different 
‘  fymptoms  from  thofe  it  is  accompanied 
^  with  in  our  days ;  but  I  have  never 
^  feen  one  of  thefe  mad  perfons  mimic 
^  the  creature  that  bit  him,  as  is  gene- 
^  rally  believed  s  nor  have  I  ever  obferved 
^  that  thofe  affedled  were  feized  with  fits 
^  of  rage  at  intervals.  When  the  difeafe 
^  is  manifeft,  the  perfon  dies  on  the  third 

‘  day. 
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^  day,  and  feldom  continues  to  the  fourth, 

*  as  the  firft  fit  always  carries  him  off. 

^  It  is  an  error  to  believe,  that  the 

*  frothy  Saliva  of  a  mad  perfon  infefts 

*  thofe  who  touch  it ;  for  in  my  pre- 
^  fence,  feveral  perfons  have  walked  bare- 

footed  on  the  Saliva  of  a  child  that  died 
^  the  fame  day  raving  mad,  and  not  one 
^  of  thofe  who  had  touched  the  Saliva^ 
‘  or  walked  upon  it,  contradled  the  leaft 
‘  injury.  This  Saliva^ox  Haver,  can  do  no 
‘  harm,  untill  it  has  penetrated  the  flein, 
^  and  paffed  into  the  blood. 

^  As  to  the  furious  defire  which  fome 

*  patients  have  of  biting  thofe  who  ap- 
^  proach  them,  I  never  faw  it,  but  in  one 
^  young  man,  who  bit  two  women,  his 

*  relations 

w 

‘  T  HE  fadl  which  I  am  now  going  to 
^  relate  at  large  in  all  its  circumftances, 
‘  will  fully  prove  the  efficacy  of  my  me- 
^  thod  in  curing:  this  difeafe. 

M  4 


‘  March 
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^  March  25,  1753?  a  young  Indian 
^  convert  was  brought  to  me  :  he  Vv^as 
^  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years 
‘  old^  and  they  told  me  that  he  had  a  fe- 
<  ver  Vv^itli  (liiverings.  I  alked  when  he 
'  ^  v^as  feized  with  it  ?  they  made  anfvv^er, 
^  laft  night.  I  felt  his  hands^,  and  found 
‘  they  v/ere  cool  enough^  and  did  not 
‘  perceive  any  fever.  I  gave  him  fome 
‘  Febrifuge  pills^  made  with  wormwood, 
‘  the  Ox  Bezoar,  and  Colomba  root,  and 
‘  ordered  him  a  Ptyfan  to  drink,  with 
‘  Cryfi;al  Mineral  and  Liquorice. 

‘  Next  day,  the  26th,  they  brought 
‘  him  back  much  in  the  fame  condition. 
‘  I  repeated  his  medicines. 

‘  T  HE  27th  he  was  brought  again, 
‘  but  I  could  not  perceive  any  other  al- 
‘  teration  in  the  boy,  than  that  his  face, 
‘  and  particularly  his  eyes  and  ey-lids, 
‘  were  convulfed.  I  attributed  thefe 
‘  fymptoms  to  worms,  and  gave  him  a 

‘  dofe 


CANINE  MADNESS.  169 

*  dofe  of  cathartic  pills,  Vvhicli  procured 
^  four  or  five  ftools  and  vomited  him 
‘  three  times.  I  fent  him  a  faiall  dofe 
‘  of  Diafeordiumi  to  be  taken  that  night  at 
‘  bed-time.  He  paffed  the  night  \vith- 

<  out  deep,  and  in  great  anxiety. 

/  T  HE  28th  in  the  morning,  when  the 

<  patient  v/as  brought  to  me,  he  feemed 
^  to  be  a  great  deal  worfe ;  his  hands 
‘  were  fomewhat  cold  ^  his  pulfe  fmall, 

<  and  very  quick  :  he  had  a  confufed 
^  look  j  his  face,  eyes,  eye-lids,  and  lips 
^  were  frequently  convulfed  ;  he  fooke 
‘  with  difficulty,  and  his  words  were  in- 
‘  terrupted  with  fighs.  I  fufpedled  there 
^  was  fome  poifon  or  venom  in  the  cafe, 
^  and  enquired  of  his  parents  if  he  had 
^  eaten  any  thing  that  could  have  occa- 
^  fioned  this  diforder,  or  if  any  animal 
^  had  flung  or  bit  him  ?  They  anfwered 
‘  no.  I  afked  the  patient,  if  he  remem- 
^  bered  having  been  bit  by  a  dog?  Yes, 
*■  he  faid,  he  had,  and  then  hiewed  me 
^  his  right  hand,  which  was  marked  in 

‘  five 
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^  five  or  fix  places  by  the  teeth  of  the 
^  dog ;  and  thofe  parts  were  elevated 
‘  above  the  reft  of  the  fkin.  The  dog 
^  had  been  immediately  killed  thirty  days 
^  before  he  fell  ill. 

^  I  THEN  made  no  doubt  it  was  the 
^  'Rabies^  but  in  order  to  be  more  certainly 
^  convinced  of  it,  I  ordered  a  cup  of  clear 
^  water  to  be  brought  him  by  way  of 
^  medicine.  At  fi^dit  of  the  water,  he 
^  flipped  haftily  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
*  parents,  protefting,  with  an  air  full  of 
‘  terror,  that  abfolutely  he  would  not 
^  drink  a  drop  of  it.  Thefe  words  were 
^  accompanied  with  feveral  violent  con- 

JL 

‘  vulfive  motions,  w^hich  were  plain  evi- 
‘  denccs  of  his  diftemper,  and  of  the 
‘  fhort  time  he  had  to  live. 

( 

^  Without  delay  I  had  him  carried 
^  to  church,  to  receive  the  laft  facra- 
‘  meets,  fearing  left  the  phrenzy,  which 
^  comes  on  always,  with  more  or  lefs  vi- 
^  olence,  at  the  approach  of  death,  might 

'  prevent 
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^  prevent  my  admlniftring  them  to  him. 

‘  After  this  he  was  carried  home.  About 
‘  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  he  bc- 
‘  came  furious,  and  bit  two  w^omen  his 
‘  relations,  in  the  arm,  who  attended 
‘  him.  One  of  them  was  about  fixty 
‘  years  old,  and  the  other  thirty. 

*  As  foon  as  I  heard  of  this  accident,  I 
^  went  to  the  patient,  and  took  care  to 

*  have  him  tied  down,  in  order  to  pre-. 
‘  vent  further  mifchief.  He  died  about 
^  eight  o’clock  that  night.  Had  I  known 

*  his  difeafe  fooner,  I  had  probably  faved 
‘  him. 

^  To  relieve  the  women,  to  whom  this 
^  misfortune  had  happened,  I  ordered 
‘  fome  of  the  Mercurial  ointment  to  be 
^  rubbed  into  each  of  their  arms  that 

*  had  been  bit.  The  eldeft  of  the  two, 

*  who  as  fhe  was  bit  firft,  was  in  moft 
^  danger,  was  very  careful  to  come  every 
^  day  for  my  medicines,  after  having 
^  bathed  herfelf  in  the  fea. 

^  I 
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*  I  treated  her  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned.  She  was  purged  the  firft 
and  twelfth  day  with  a  drachm  of  the 
mercurial  pills.  In  the  interval  ilie 
took  daily  a  fmall  mercurial  bolus,  and 
had  every  day  too  a  dracbni  of  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  robbed  into  the  bitten 
arm.  This  woman  had  three  or  four 
fcools  a  day,  and  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  cure  I  obferved  no  other  feniible 
of  the  medicines.  She  had  a 
good  appetite  ;  was  ufaally  employed  in 
her  domeftic  affairs ;  had  not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  a  falivation  ;  and  has  al¬ 
ways  enjoyed  good  health  for  the  tv/o 
years  and  a  half  lince  this  accident  hap¬ 
pened. 


^  The  other  woman  who  was  bit  be- 
^  haved  otherwife.  She  came  to  me  the 
‘  two  firft  days,  but  did  not  return  again 
‘  for  three  or  four  days.  I  fent  for  her, 
‘  and  upbraided  her  with  it,  acquainting 
*  her  with  the  danger  which  threatened 

o 

‘  her. 
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‘  her,  if  flie  left  oif  ufing;  the  medicines. 

^  She  fabmitted  to  a  third  undtion,  then 
‘  left  off  coming  ;  contenting  herfelf 
‘  with  goins:  to  bathe  in  the  fea  twdce  a 
‘  day  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  She 
‘  now  thought  herfelf  free  from  danger, 

‘  by  her  bathings,  becaufe  fhe  had  been 
well  in  health  to  the  7th  of  May  at 
‘  night,  which  was  the  thirty-ninth  day 
‘  from  the  bite  :  but  fhe  then  began  to 
‘  feel  a  heavy  pain  in  her  head,  as  flie  in- 
*  formed  me  by  meffage. 

‘  I  SENT  her  half  a  drachm  of  oiiit- 
‘  ment  to  make  a  flight  undtion  upon  the 
^  arm  that  had  been  bit,  defiring  flie 
‘  would  come  to  me  next  morning.  She 
‘  came,  after  having  bathed  in  the  fea. 
‘  She  owned,  that  flie  was  much  afraid 
‘  fhe  was  infedted  with  the  fame  difeafe 
^  as  the  boy  who  had  bit  her.  I  endea- 
^  voured  to  infpire  her  with  confidence, 
‘  tho’  I  confidered  the  pain  of  her  head 
^  as  a  fymptom  of  approaching  madnefs. 

^  It 
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^  It  is  true,  that  thirty  days  is  the 
‘  ufual  time  before  the  Rabies  commonly 

*  {hews  itfelf,  but  the  delay  of  nine  days 
‘  might  be  occafioned  by  the  three  unc- 

*  tions  file  made  ufe  of  at  the  beginning. 

^  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  made  her  take  a 
^  drachm  of  Mercurial  pills.  She  vo- 
^  mited  twice,  and  was  purged  nine  or 

*  ten  times. 

^  Next  day,  having  bathed  herfelf 

*  well  in  the  fea,  (for  £he  had  fuch  a  fan- 
^  cy  for  this  bathing,  that  I  let  her  ufe  it 
^  as  much  as  ihe  pleafed)  ilie  came,  and 
^  told  me,  that,  notwithftanding  her  be- 

*  ing  well  purged,  die  was  not  relieved 

*  of  the  pain  and  heavinefs  in  her  head  ; 
^  that  her  head  was  become  infen fible, 
‘  and  like  a  piece  of  wood  (thefe  were 
‘  her  own  words).  She  added,  that  flie 
‘  had  pains  in  her  neck,  breaft,  belly, 
‘  and  particularly  all  down  her  back.  I 
‘  gave  her  a  laxative  mercurial  bolus,  and 

«  ordered 
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^  ordered  three  drachms  of  the  ointment 
‘  to  be  rubbed  into  her  back,  and  the 
‘  arm  which  had  been  bit. 

^  The  day  following,  May  loth,  I  re- 
^  peated  both  thofe.  A  cup  of  water, 

^  which  I  made  them  offer  her,  affedted 
‘  her  ftomach,  and  made  her  draw  back  : 

^  neverthelefs,  by  my  perfuafion  fhe  over- 
^  came  her  reludlancy,  and  drank  a  little 

*  of  it,  but  threw  it  up  again  by  vomit. 

‘  The  Hydrophobia  charadlerifed  the  dif- 
^  eafe  too  plainly  to  doubt  its  being  the 
^  true  Rabies. 

‘  It  Is  ufual  for  thofe  who  have  this 

*  laft  fymptom  to  die  the  fame  day,  or 
‘  the  day  following  ;  which  I  have  learn- 
^  ed  from  frequent  experience.  The 

*  bufinefs  then  moft  preffing,  was,  to  pro- 
^.cure  the  facraments  to  be  adminiftered 
^  to  her. 

‘  After  this,  not  defpalring  of  a  cure, 
^  I  diredled  to  be  rubbed  in,  at  night, 

•  three 
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^  three  clraclims  of  mercurial  ointment 
^  over  her  whole  body.  Next  morning  it 
^  was  repeated.  At  this  time  the  patient 
‘  kept  herfelf  in  a  corner  of  the  cham- 
‘  bei%  and  would  neither  eat  nor  drink. 
^  Under  thefe  circumfLances  a  falivation 
‘  beo-an,  which  I  looked  on  as  of  fa- 
^  vourable  prefage.  I  repeated  the  unction 
‘  again  at  night,  with  three  drachms  of 
‘  ointment.  In  the  night  flie  falivated 
^  much,  and  the  next  day  found  her  head 
‘  confiderably  relieved.  Two  flight  unc- 
^  tions,  which  were  afterwards  made 
^  with  two  drachms  of  ointment  each 
‘  time,  kept  up  a  plentiful  falivation  all 
‘  that  day. 

‘  The  day  following,  which  was  Sm-- 
^  day^  May  13th,  fhe  found  herfelf  fo 
v/ell,  that  ilic  went  to  bathe  in  the  fea. 

^  She  came  alfo  to  hear  mafs,  and  to  de- 
‘  Are  medicines  of  me.  The  fight  of 
her,  and  the  change  in  her  condi- 

*  tion,  furprized  me  agreeably.  I  had 

*  the  curiofity  to  try  if  the  Hydrophobia 

^  was 
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*  was  gone  :  fhe  drank,  though,  indeed, 
with  fome  difficult}^  half  a  cup  of  wa- 
^  ter.  I  again  repeated  the  undcions, 
(but  made  them  {lighter)  morning  and 
^  evening,  for  two  days  longer.  The  fe- 
^  cond  day,  at  night,  there  came  on  a 
^  Dyfenteric  purging.  I  was  not  in  the 
‘  leaH  alarmed  at  it.  I  ftrengthened  the 
^  oatient  inwardly  with  a  little  confedlion 

X  k' 

^  of  Hyacinth.  The  falivation,  purging, 

^  and  dyfentery  continued  until  next  day, 

‘  when,  not  obferving  any  further  iigns  of 
‘  illnefs,  and  the  Hydrophobia  being  quite 
^  gone,  I  gave  her  announce  of  Catholico?:^ 

‘  made  with  a  double  quantity  of  rhu- 
‘  barb,  which  purged  her  gently,  and 
‘  flopped  the  dyfentery  and  purging,  oc- 
^  cafioned  by  the  Mercury.  At  night  Ihe 
^  took  a  dofe  of  Diafeordium,  and  next 
^  day  repeated  the  fame  remedies  miorn- 
^  ing  and  evening. 

^  Lastly,  by  means  of  an  aflringent 
g^i'glc,  I  fiftened  the  patient’s  teeth, 
^  which  had  been  a  little  loofened,  and 

N  ^  (he 


lyS  A  TREATISE  ON 

^  fhe  did  not  loofe  one  of  them.  The 
^  cure  was  in  this  manner  happily  com- 
*  pleated.  She  is  now  in  perfect  health. 


^  I  SHALL  not  here  relate  num- 
^  berlefs  other  inftances  of  the  efiica- 
<  cy  of  this  method.  I  can  fafely  de- 
^  dare,  that  I  have  treated,  with  equal 
^  fuccefs*  men,  women,  children,  Lz- 
^  dians,  Portuguefcy  Blacks,  Melattoesy 
/  and  Armeniansy  more  in  number  than 
^  three  hundred  perfons,  without  one  of 
^  them  being  afBidted  with  the  leaf!: 
‘  fymptom  of  madnefs  ;  and  ail  this-fince 
^  the  year  1749,  when  I  began  to  make 
^  ufe  of  mercurial  undlion.  I  do  notpre- 
^  tend  to  fay,  that  all  thofe  whom  I  treat- 
*  ed  would  have  been  mad,  if  thev  had 
‘  not  had  recourfe  to  my  remedies.  But 
^  lince  fo  many  perfons,  bit  by  mad  ani- 
^  mals,  have  been  kept  free  from  the 
^  fymptoms  of  madnefs,  the  matter  is  be- 
‘  yond  all  difpute,  lince  the  cure  of  the 
^  greateft  part  cannot  be  attributed  to  any 
^  thing  but  to  the  effedts  of  the  remedy  I 

‘  have 


CANINE  MADNESS.  179 

^  have  conftantly  made  ufe  of  on  all  oc- 
^  Gallons. 

1  . 

^  At  the  time  I  write  this,  I  have  un- 
^  der  cure  five  perfons  bit  by  dogs  fup- 
^  pofed  to  have  been  mad  :  they  are  all  in 
a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

I  THINK  myfelf  obliged  to  the  tran- 
fiator  of  this  pamphlet,  whoever  he  be, 
for  having  afcribed  the  difcovery  of  the 
virtues  of  T^urpeth  Mineral  to  me.  But 
in  his  addrefs  to  the  reader  there  is  a 
fniall  chronological  error,  of  no  great 
confequence.  He  fays,  my  new  method 
of  curing  madnefs,  w-as  read  before 
the  Royal  Society  in  February^  1741  ; 
whereas  my  Memorial  on  Canine  Madnefs 
was  laid  before  that  fociety  in  1735,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  my  pamphlet  pub- 
lifiied  in  1741,  was  ever  read  there. 

This  gentleman,  alfo,  feems  to  think 
Furpeth  Mineral  too  irritating  when  the 
throat  and  fauees  are  inflamed.  But,  pro- 

N  2  vided. 
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vided  Mercury  will  cure  the  diflemper,  I 
will  not  difpute  with  him  about  the  par¬ 
ticular  preparation  of  that  mineral,  or 
which  is  moft  fuitable. 

The  reafons,  however,  that  ftill  de¬ 
termine  me  to  ufe  this  are,  that  is  of 
all  the  mercurials  the  moft  powerful,  and 
exerts  its  efficacy  the  fooneft.  That  it 
may.  Or  may  not,  be  given,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  excite  no  ftrong  efforts, 
nor  any  difturbance  in  the  body  j  and 
that  when  ufed  as  an  emetic,  when  a 
perfon  is  affually  feized  with  this  fpecies 
of  madnefs,  for  that  very  reafon  it  pro¬ 
duces  very  powerful,  important,  and  falu- 
tary  effefts,  without  injuring  the  con- 
ftitution. 

•  After  I  had  refided  fome  years  in 
London,  I  communicated  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Lurpcth  Mineral  to  Mr.  Scawen  of 
iVoodcot  Lodge,  near  CaJJjalton  in  Surry, 
v/ho  tried  it  in  a  2:reat  number  of  cafes. 


His 
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His  fentiments  will  be  underftood  by 
the  following  letter,  which  he  did  me 
the  favour  to  fend  me,  the  day  of  the 
date. 


Dear  Sir, 

PON  ihe  ftridleft  enquiry  of  Mar- 


len  [the  huntf7nan)  I  know  but  of 
one  inftance  where  your  medicine  has 
mifcarried,  and  that  was,  I  gave  it  to  a 
hound,  nine  or  ten  days  after  he  was  bit. 


and  had  the  Hydrophobia,  I  began  with 


twelve  grains  of  T'lirpeth  for  the  firft  dofe, 
twenty-four  for  the  fecond,  and  thirty-lix 
for  the  third.  He  was  feemingly  well 
between  each  dofe  ;  but  after  the  third, 
continued  well  for  near  twelve  hours,  but 
then  relapfed.  I  repeated  the  Tiirpeth 
as  before  ;  after  which  he  continued  well 
for  near  twelve  hours,  then  was  ill  again. 
I  went  on  no  further  with  the  experiment, 
but  ordered  him  to  be  killed. 


The 


i82  a  treatise  on 


The  way  I  gave  it  is  by  cutting  a  flit 
in  a  piece  of  meat,  into  which  the  Ttir- 
peth  is  put  y  then  give  him  a  piece  or 
two  of  clean  meat,  which  if  he  eats 
freely,  then  give  him  the  piece  that  is 
baited.  But  in  the  firft  cafe,  when  the 
dog  is  mad,  mix  the  Turpeth  with  butter, 
which  put  on  the  end  of  a  flick,  and 
thruft  it  down  his  throat. 

As  foon  as  I  know  a  dog  to  be  bit,  I 
order  him'  to  be  blooded,  and  then  give 
him  eight  grains  for  the  firfl  dofe,  the 
fame  quantity  for  the  fecond,  and  twelve 
for  the  third,  refling  twenty -four  hours 
between  each  dofe  ^  but  the  like  quantity 
in  three  dofes  has  been  carefully  repeated 
at  the  next  period  of  the  moon. 

I  HAVE  very  often  tried  the  experi¬ 
ment,  and  always  with  fuccefs,  except  in 
the  cafe  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
I  have  now  one  under  cure,  and  doubt 
not  of  his  doing  well,  as  it  was  given 

him 
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him  the  day  after  he  was  bit ;  for  I  re¬ 
ally  believe  the  Turpeth  to  be  a  fpecific 
for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  when  taken 
in  due  time. 

I  a?n,  very  Jincerelyy 

Tour  obliged  humble  Servant y 

Wm.  Scawen. 


I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  on  this  fubjedl  from  the 

late  Earl  of  Berkeley. 

S  I  Ry 


A  M.fo  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  your 
p-ood  intentions  for  the  benefit  of 

O 

mankind  by  all  your  adlions,  that  you 
may  make  ufe  of  my  name,  and  the 
things  that  I  have  experienced. 


The  firfi:  was  on  my  pack  of  hounds, 
given  me  by  Lord  Orford  three  or  four 
years  ago,  which  had  both  forts  of  mad- 
nefs,  the  raving  and  the  kennel  madnefs. 
I  loft  feveral  couple  till  I  talked  v/ith 
you,  and  had  your  pamphlet.  I  then 

N  A 
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immediately  gave  all  my  hounds  in  gC“ 
neral  the  medicine  ;  thofe  that  were  bit, 
and  thofe  that  were  not ;  and  I  never  had 
a  madnefs  from  that  day  to  this.  I  had 
two  dogs  mad  at  the  fame  time ;  one  of 
them  had  been  tied  up  three  days,  and 
had  eat  and  drank  nothing,  fo  had  not 
ftrength  to  go  through  the  remedy. 
I'hat  which  was  cured  had  the  ftrongefh 
fymptonas  of  madnefs,  fuch  as  the  dread 
of  water,  biting  at  any  thing,  and  her 
bark  was  altered  from  a  little  voice,  to 
that  of  a  great  dog  :  fhe  was  cured. 

My  brother  Ti?;;/s  hounds  that  were 
mad,  had  taken  all  forts  of  drenches,  to 
the  number  of  nine  or  ten,  but  it  did  not 
do.  I  imm.ediately  gave  him  your  re¬ 
ceipt,  and  he  gave  it  them,  and  he  ne¬ 
ver  had  a  dog  mad  afterwards,  I  have 
aftually  now  five  fpaniels  and  hounds 
juft  bit ;  I  have  given  them,  alfo,  your 
medicine  :  they  have  paffed  a  change,  a 
-  full  moon,  and  another  change,  and  they 
are  all  w'ell,  and  not  one  gone  mad. 

You 
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You  may  make  what  ufe  you  pleafe 
of  this  letter  .  I  have  fent  all  that  I 
know. 

I  DID  once  meet  with  Mr.  Robinfon 
Litton^  fox-hounds  coming  to  be  dipped, 
and  told  his  huntfman  of  your  receipt, 
but  know  not  if  he  ufed  it ;  but  you  may 
enquire.  He  lives  in  HertfordJJjire  ;  he 
has  now  given  away  his  hounds. 

I  am^  Sivy  yoursy 

Berkeley. 

P.  S,  I  am  not  fure,  but  I  think  my 
brother’s  hounds  took  Mead's  medicine. 

Milton  Hill,  near  Pujyy 
by  Him^erford  Bay. 


*T  a  f. 
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The  two  following  cafes  were  lately 
communicated  to  me  by  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Countefs  of  Buchan, 

In  1740,  as  Margaret  Barnet  and 
Alexander  Logan ^  a  youth  of  fifteen,  fer- 
vants  to  Lord  Buchan,  were  ftanding  in 
the  kitchen,  a  ilieep  dog,  belonging  to  a 
labouring  man  hard  by,  came  in,  which 
at  firft  did  not  alarm  them,  as  he  ufed  to 
do  fo,  and  had  nothing  of  that  wildnefs 
and  fury  in  his  lock,  that  could  make 
them  aware  of  him  ^  the  reafon  of  which 
was  owing  to  his  being  what  we  vulgarly 
call  filly  mad,  and  of  courfe,  as  we  always 
obferve,  unable  to  bite,  or  at  leaft  but 
fiightly,  by  reafon  of  the  debility  of  the 
under  jaw. 

He  firil;  came  up  to  the  maid,  whom 
he  flapped  at  as  (he  was  ftooping  for- 
v/ard  ;  and  though  there  was  nothing  but 
a  ftocking  between  his  teeth  and  her  leg, 
the  wound  was  fo  flight,  that  it  hardly 

brought 
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brought  the  blood.  He  next  jumped, 
and  caught  Alexajtder  Logan  by  the  hand, 
but  had  not  flrength  to  make  a  wound 
deeper  than  the  former,  which  alfo 
hardly  bled,  but  the  Ihin  was  much 
ruffled.  And,  laftly,  he  jumped  at  a 
little  girl,  who  flood  by,  and  attempted 
to  bite  her  arm ;  but  as  it  was  covered 
within  her  gown,  there  w^as  nothing  to 
be  feen  but  a  rednefs  on  the  part,  and 
the  fldn  not  in  the  leafl  broke. 

As  we  heard  of  the  accident  the  mo¬ 
ment  it  happened,  we  fent  exprefs  to  the 
Earl  of  Hopetoim,  with  our  compliments, 
and  to  beg  his  Lordfhip  would  let  us 
have  what  he  had  found  by  experience  to 
be  the  mofl  fuccefsful  remedy  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  madnefs  among  his  dogs ;  which 
he  did  accordingly,  and  it  was  thus.  Na¬ 
tive  and  Fidlitious  Cinnabar  and  Mufk, 
in  equal  proportion  ;  but  for  the  quantity 
he  could  not  pretend  to  determine,  as  he 
had  never  given  it  to  any  creature  except 
his  dogs  y  but  added,  that  no  doubt  the 
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apothecary  we  employed  could  inform  us, 
or  make  a  guefs. 

Accordingly,  by  the  diredlon  of 
the  letter,  it  was  immediately  admini- 
ftered ;  but  the  lad,  from  a  filly  notion 
that  he  could  not  fuffer  from  fo  (light  a 
fcratch,  had,  as  we  found  after,  thrown 
away  the  one  half. 

In  the  mean  time,  fhe,  who  was  con- 
ftltutionally  very  fickly  and  hyfterical, 
was  worked  by  the  medicine  fo  violently, 
that  we  had  reafon  to  believe  it  would 
have  gone  hard  with  her,  had  not  a  phy- 
iiclan,  who  was  accidentally  in  the  houfe, 
given  her  fomething  to  leffen  its  violence. 

The  day  after  it  was  repeated  in  a 
lefs  quantity,  and  worked  moderately  on 
her  ;  but  the  boy,  from  a  fuperior 
ilrength  of  conftitution,  found  no  effeft 
at  all  from  it  j  and  on  having  a  fironger 
dofe  repeated,  confefled  afterwards,  that 
he  threw  it  again  over  the  window. 


In 
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In  the  mean  time,  as  the  thing  was 
not  fufpefted,  the  medicine  was  not  again 
repeated  to  either  of  them,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  well  for  a  week  or  two  ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time  I  obferved  one  day,  as 
he  was  ferving  at  table,  that  his  chops 
were  tied  with  a  handkerchief,  and  de¬ 
manding  the  reafon,  he  replied  he  did  not 
know,  but  they  were  fwelled,  and  fo  that 
he  could  not  chew  with  them,  though 
he  had  no  pain.  To  which  I  anfwered, 
in  order  to  frighten  him  to  take  another 
dofe  of  the  medicines,  (having  then  heard 
what  he  had  done  with  the  former)  that 
J  fuppofed  his  chops  were  going  to  fall 
like  the  mad  dog’s  that  had  bit  them  ; 
which  made  no  further  impreffion  on 
him,  than  to  make  him  repeat  it  as  a 
a  good  joke  among  his  fellows  b«low 
flairs. 

In  a  few  days  after,  he  being  fcnt  to 
the  well  to  bring  in  two  quart  bottles  of 
water,  the  fervants  were  alarmed  to  fee 
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him  enter  the  kitchen  with  a  wildnefs 
and  horror  in  his  look,  and,  without  fay- 
ing  a  word,  run  to  the  fire,  and  put  two 
corks  into  it,  faying,  as  to  himfelf,  I  am 
bewitched^  but  this  njoill  do  ;  or  fome  words 
to  that  purpofe  ;  and  being  defired  to 
explain  himfelf,  he  gave  the  account  as 
follows. 

That  being  fent  for  the  water,  he 
ftooped  down  to  fill  the  bottles,  but  had 
no  fooner  heard  the  noife  it  made  in  go¬ 
ing  down,  than  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  lit  of  fright  and  trembling,  that  he  fet 
them  down,  and  ran  as  hard  as  he  could 
from  the  place ;  but  recollecting  that  the 
butler,  who  wanted  the  water  for  fupper, 
would  be  angry  if  he  did  not  bring  them, 
he  turned  back,  but  no  fooner  touched 
them  again,  but  the  fright  and  trembling 
returned  \  fo  that  he  could  not  have 
brought  them  home,  had  he  got  the 
world  for  doing  fo.  By  that,  added  he, 

I  know  that  I  am  bewitched,  but  as  I 

have 
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have  burnt  the  corks,  I  am  fare  I  {liall. 
be  well. 

After  this,  he  fpoke  a  great  deal  of 
incoherent  fluff,  cried  out  for  a  Bible, 
which  he  immediately  threw  from  him, 
wept,  and  fpoke  in  the  flyle  of  a  perfoii 
under  the  influence  of  a  deep  melancholy, 
which  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  he 
was  a  young  lively  boy. 

Upon  this,  the  clergyman,  a  fenfible 
old  man,  was  fent  for,  who,  after  talking 
to  him  a  little,  came  and  told  us,  that  he 
fufpefted  his  delirium  was  of  a  nature  out 
of  his  way. 

In  a  word,  concluding  that  it  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  the  apo¬ 
thecary  was  fent  for,  and  the  medicine 
again  frequently  repeated  •,  but  we  have 
fince  regretted  we  did  not  try  whether 
the  Hydrophobia  continued. 


In 
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In  a  few  days  he  gave  over  talking  in¬ 
coherently,  but  the  wildnefs  in  his  eyes, 
and  dejedted  ftupor  ftill  continued ;  and 
he  was  fo  far  out  of  his  right  mind,  that 
he  inlifted  to  Hand  as  ufual  at  my  back  at 
table.  At  laft,  by  making  ufe  of  a  great 
deal  of  exercife,  he  infenlibly  returned  to 
his  former  health  and  looks,  only  that 
for  fix  months  he  was  frequently,  as  it 
were,  ftupid,  and  had  the  gloomy  wild¬ 
nefs  in  his  eyes ;  but  whether  it  was  at 
the  height  of  the  moon,  or  not,  I  can¬ 
not  at  this  diftance  of  time  be  certain  ; 
though  I  remember  it  was  fo  believed 
by  the  fervants  at  that  time. 

) 

He  has  ever,  both  before  and  fincc  he 
left  our  family,  been  in  perfedt  health 
both  of  body  and  mind,  and  is  in  a  good 
\vay  of  bufinefs,  and  has  a  numerous 
family. 

•  * 

The  preparing  this  Treatife  for  the 
prefs  has  been  interrupted,  or  it  would 

have 
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have;-;  appeared  a  month  fooner.  On 
T’hurJ'dayy  Augujl  28  laft,  I  had  a  call  to 
a  gteat  diftance,  to  attend  a  perfoii 
W;ho;  was  ,  fo  unfortunate  '  as  to  want 
my  affiftance,  and  to  whom  I  could  not 
refufe  it.  Whilft  l  was  abroad>  the  fol¬ 
lowing  very:  important  cafe  occurred, 
which  r  loft  the  opportunity  of  attending^ 
by  being  out  of  the  way.  This,  howe¬ 
ver,  I  regret  the  lefs,  becaufe  I  have  the 
particulars  of  it  from  undoubted  autho- 
thority,  and  afterwards  from  the  girl 
‘herfelf.  : 

Sarah  Wharton,  a  maid  fervant, 
about  .nineteen  years  old,  of  a  good  habit 
•  of:  body,  was  going  down  Air  Jlreet  into 
Piccadilly y  the  29th  of  Augujl y  1760, 
about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  to 
look  after  a* place,  when  a  dog  running 
along,  fnapped  at  her  hand,  and  bit  her 
on  the  outfide  of  the  wrift  of  the  left 
hand. 


About 


/ 
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;  About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternooil 
of  the  fame  day  fhe  applied  to  a  furgeon 
in  that  neighbourhood.  On  examining 
the  Dart,  he  found  it  was  rather  a  fcratcH 

j.  ^ 

than  a  wound  j  and  where  the  tooth  of 
the  'dogr>had  pinched  the  Ikin,  it  had 
rifen  into  a  bump  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
pea>^  round  which  there  was  an  inflamed 

circle  about  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece. 

*  , 

-  Mrs.  yonesy  in  Coveiitry  Cmirt  in  the 
Haymarketf  with  whom  fhe  lived  till  fhe 
could  get  a  place,  had  applied  parfley  and 
fait  butter,  bruifed  together,  on  the  part, 
which  the  furgeon  removed,  and  applied 
a  pledget  with  mercurial  ointment.  He 
did  not  open  the  part,  judging  from  the 
inflammation  that  the  poifon  had  entered 
die  blood;  and  gave  her  a  drachm  of  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  to  rub  into  the  hand  and 
•  arm-  afifefhed  ;  and  four  pills,,  made  up 
.  with  two  grains  of  Turpeth  Mineral  in 
each,  two  to  be  taken  going  to  bed,  and 
two  next  morning ;  and  defired  her  to 
call  on  him  at  the  fame  time  next  day, 

which 
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\vhich  fhe  did.  She  now  complained  of 
a  pain  in  the  part  that  was  bit^  with  fly¬ 
ing  pains  in  her  head  i  a  total  lofs  of  ap¬ 
petite  ;  and  had  a  quick,  hard  full  pulfe. 
She  had  then  ten  ounces  o£  blood  ta¬ 
ken  from  her  arm  ;  and  not.having  had 
a  fcool  flnce  the  accident,  fhe  was  defired 
•to  take  a  clyfter,  made  with  an  ounce  of 
common  fait,  and  a  pint  of  warm  water ; 
and  if  that  did  not  procure  a  ftool  in  half 
an  hour,  to  repeat  it ;  and  to  repeat  the 
ipills  and  ointment  as  before. 

*  > 

Sunday,  31ft.  The  furgeon  vifited  her 
this  morning,  and  found  the  clyfter  had 
not  operated  fufiiciently,  which  Mrs* 
yones  faid  was  owing  to  her  not  taking  it 
properly,  as  (he  was  much  altered  in  her 
Temper,  arid  would  not  do  as  £he  was  de¬ 
fired.  He  therefore  ordered  her  a  purg¬ 
ing  pill,  with  three  grains  of  Calomel. 
She  complained  now  that  the  pain 
afcended  as  high  as  her  flioulder^  and 
there  raifed  the  fenfation  of  dogs  biting 
her ;  and  that  fhe  could  not  bear  the 

O  2  hght> 
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light,  nor  look  at  water,  but  with  great 
imeafinefs,  '  / 

The  pill  operated  fix  or  feven  times  ; 
atnighfhelordered  the  ointment  and  pills 
as  before,  :as  alfo  AJfa  Fetida  and  crude 
Opiwny  oi  each  four  grains,  to  be  made 
into  four  pills,  one  to  be  taken  every  fe- 
cond  hour,  until  flie  found  eafe.  As 
foon  as  £he  took  the  firfr  of  the  quieting 
pills,  the  vomited  it  up.  She  then  took 
a  fecond,  which  likewife  came  up ;  yet 
file  palled  a  better  night  than  before. 

.  .  This  evening  the  orifice  in  her  arm 
Eurfi:  open,  and  Ihe  was  fuppofed  to  lofe 
near  a  pint  of  blood. 

- .  .Monday,  This  morning  the  pain  of 
her  arm  was  much  abated,  when  Ihe  was 
ordered  to  take  one  of  the  Turpeth  pills, 
as  before.  She  could  not  bear  the  light, 
though  her  eyes  were  flint,  but  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  cover  her  head  with  the  bed- 
doathes  1  and  the  flying  pains  fhe  at  firfl 

com- 
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complained  of  in  her  heqd,  were  now 
turned  into  a  giddincfs. 

This  evening  flie  was  much  better, 
the  pain  in  her  arm  quite  gone,  the  fick- 
nefs  in  her  ftomach  lefs  than  in  the 
morning.  She  took  a  little  panada 
twice,  which  flayed  near  two  hours 
each  time  before  it  came  up,  which  was 
the  firfl  nourifhment  of  any  kind  fhe  had 
taken  fince  the  accident.  She  was  or¬ 
dered  this  night  to  rub  in  a  drachm  of 
the  ointment  on  the  affeded  arm,  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  to  take  two  Ttirpefb  pills,  and 
drink  after  them  two  fpoonfuls  of  the 
following  mixture  ;  and  to  take  two 
fpoonfuls  any  time  when  fick,  and  one 
of  the  Opiate  pills. 

R  Succ,  Limon.  §ii.  Salts  Abjinth,  9iv. 

PiiL  e  C,C.  Simp,  ^fs.  Syr,  e  Mecon.  5i. 

Aq,  Font,  %iv,  M, 

Fucfday  morning.  This,  with  one  of 
the  Opiate  pills,  gave  her  a  good  night, 

O  3  and 
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and  flopped  her  vomiting.  She  found 
herfelf  much  better  this  morning,  though 
the  giddinefs  in  her  head  ftill  conti- 
nued,  yet  not  fc  violent ;  and  fhe  could 
bear  the  light  much  better  than  the  day 
before.  ' 

At  nine  this  morning  Ihe  took  a  purg¬ 
ing  pill,  the  fame  as  Sunday  laft.  Dr. 
Teligent  was  defired  to  viflt  her  in  forma^ 
fauperisy  which  he  mofl  readily  did  about 
eleven  o’clock  ;  and  finding  her  complain 
of  a  difficulty  of  fv/aflowing,  he  advifed 
an  ounce  of  Galbanum  and  a  drachm  of 
Crude  Opium  to  be  fpread  on  leather,  and 
applied  to  her  throat,  and  round  her 
neck  -y  and  to  add  one  grain  of  Opium  to 
the  mixture  above  prefcribed,  of  \yhich 
ihe  had  only  taken  four  fpoonfuls  ;  to 
take  half  one  of  the  Opiate  pills  pre¬ 
fcribed,  and  eight  grains  of  Affa  Feet,  go¬ 
ing  to  refl,  firft  rubbing  into  the  at*m 
affedled  one  drachm  of  the  mercurial 
ointment,  as  before. 


This 


CA-N'INE  MADNESS.  1,99 
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This  gening  flie  was  much  better, 
and  could  bear  the  light ;  the  phylic  had 
operated  very  well ;  and  the  medicines 
were  given  as  above. 

.j 

Wednejday,  This  morning  Dr.  Nugent 
and  the  furgeon  found  her  perfedtly  well ; 
the  Dodlor  thought  fhe  had  ufed  enough 
of  the  ointment,  and  only  ordered  the' 
pills  to  be  repeated,  as  laft  night. 

-  ^hurfday.  This  morning  Ihe  was  per¬ 
fedtly  well ;  on  which  the  furgeon  took 
his  leave,  deliring  her,  if  Ihe  Ihould  have 
any  return  pf  her  complaint,  to  call  on 
him. 

Saturday.  She  complained  again  of  her 
head  j  the  AJfa  Feet,  pills  were  repeated, 

Sunday.  The  pills  repeated,  with  a 

drachm  of  the  ointment.  She  is  now 

\ 

perfedtly  well. 


Either 
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Either  on  Sunday  pr  Monday ^  I  do 
not  exailly  remember  which,  I  faw  and 
examined  the  girl,  whom  I  found  *  pef-^' 
feftly  vs^elL  She  confirmed  to  me  every 
circumftance  related  above,  with  refped: 
to  her  own  fenfations.  And  fince.  that  I 
had,  an '  opportunity  of  afking  Dr. 
genf  s  opinion  of  this  affair,  who  fdems 
not;  to  doubt  of  its  being  the  Canine 
Mddfiefs,  And  he  tells  me,  that  on 
dayy  Septejnber  2,  the  day  he  firft  vifited 
her,  fhe  concealed  -her  face  in  the  cur^ 
tains,  to  avoid  the  light. 

Dr.  CheynCy  having  giving  his  opinion 

of  the  treatment  of  Canine  Madnefs  by 

Mercury,  in  his  treatife  on  the  natural 
« 

method  of  curing  difeafes  of  the.  body, 
and  the  difeafes  of  the  mind,  publifhed 
in  1 742,  as  his  approbation  is  of  fome 
weight,  I  would  not ‘omit  quoting  the 
paffages.  , 


«  Madness 
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*  Madness  and  Hydrophobia  in  dogs, 

‘  and  rage  and  luft  in  other  animals^  arife 
^  from  the  abounding  and  fermentation 

<  of  animal  falts  only ;  particularly  the 

*  madnefs  of  dogs^  is  obferved  to  proceed 
‘  from  furfeits  of  carrion  and  putrified 

*  fleili,  they  filling  their  blood  and  juices 

<  with  fuch  volatile  and  animal  falts^  that 

*  are  detached,  and  in  a  ftate  of  aftivity, 

‘  which  Hydf'^ophobia  is  now  fo  ^fuccefs- 

*  fully,  and,  I  think,  rationally  cured  hj 
‘  ponderous  medicines,  thofe  elpecially, 

^  that  are  the  quickeft  of  all  in  their 
‘  operations,  as  large  dofes  of  Turpeth,  as 
‘  might  have  been  juftly  expedted ;  but 
‘  the  cure  cannot  be  certain,  unlefs  it  be 
‘  brought  to  rife  to  a  quick  falivation ;  for 

*  as  the  effedt  of  this  poifon  is  quick,  fo 
‘  mu  ft  that  be  of  its  antidotes,  Mercu- 
<  rial  inundllon,  with  a  Quickfilver  oint- 

*  ment,  and  the  adlive  ponderofe^  may 
^  haften  and  afcertain  the  cure  in  fuch 
^  a  defperate  and  frightful  diftemper. 


And 
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And  in  another  place, 

^  And  I  am  jatisfied  the  Hydrophobia. 
^  itfeif  can  only  be  folidly  cured  by  Mer^- 
^  judicioufly  managed/ 

It  only  remains,  that  I  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  certain  remedies,  which  have  in 
their  turns  had  fome  reputation  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  Canine  Madnefs,  and  which, 
I  think,  cannot  be  relied  on,  as  many 
more  have  contracled  the  diftemper,  after 
having  taken  them,  with  all  imaginable 
care  and  circumfpeilion,  as  prefervatives, 
than  have  been  fayed  by  their  ufe. 

The  firft  I  fliall  endeavour  to  fet  a 
mark  of  infamy  upon,  is  that  operation 
which  is  called  worming  a  dog ;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  notion  many  people 
have,  that  no  dog  can  go  mad  after  it ; 
und  of  others,  who  firmly  believe,  that  a 
dog  thus  treated  cannot  bite,  though  he 
Riould  be  afterwards  mad,  may  have 

very 
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very  untoward  confequences,  by  lulling 
thofe  of  this  opinion  into  a  fatal  fecurity, 
whilft  they  are  converfant  with  the  do^ 
medic  animc^ls  that  have  fuffered  this  ri¬ 
diculous  cruelty. 

I  HAVE  frequently  feen  dogs  wormed, 
as  they  call  it,  and  find  .it  thus.  There 
is  in  almofi;  every  town  or  village  irt 
Englandy  fome  cobler,  or  farrier,  or 
huntfman,  that  boads  a  dexterity  in  ta¬ 
king  a  w^orm  from  under  the  tongue  of  a 
puppy.  Their  fee  is  ufually  from  a  diil- 
ling,  for  dogs  of  the  more  genteel  fort,  to 
a  penny,  or  a  mug  of  ale,  for  curs. 
They  elevate  the  tongue,  and  with  an 
awl,  or  a  penknife,  or  fome  pointed  in.- 
drument,  make  a  punfture  under  it,  and 
draw  out  a  very  flender  filament,  which 
I  take  to  be  a  nerve ;  and  this  con¬ 
tracting  Vv^hen  recently  taken  away,  the 
ideots  fancy  it  dirs,  and  believe  it  a 
worm,  to  which  it  bears  no  manner  of 
refemblance. 


Be 
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Be  that  as  it  may,'  I  am  certain  from 
experience,  that  dogs  thus  treated,  run 
mad  equally  with  thofe  who  have  never 
fuffered  this  abfurd  operation.  There  is 
no  worm  in  the  part,  I  firmly  believe, 
and  confequently  none  can  be  taken  out. 
All  that  this  can  do  is,  to  prevent  puppies 
from  biting  or  gnawing  every  thing  they 
meet  with ;  and  for  no  other  reafon, 
than  becaufe  it  makes  their  mouths  fore, 
and  gives  them  pain  when  they  take  any 
hard  thing  in  their  mouths  ;  and  this 
breaks  them  of  the  habit. 

This  is  intended  to  prevent  a  bite. 
But  there  are  many  applications  equally 
ridiculous,  recommended  to  prevent  the 
confequences  of  it.  Thus  the  hair  of  the 
dog  that  gave  the  wound  is  advifed  as  an 
application  to  the  part  injured.  But  as 
the  reafon  given  for  its  efficacy  is  a  very 
bad  one,  it  deferves  no  farther  notice. 
It  is,  that  every  animal  carries  about  it 
an  antidote  to  its  own  paifon  \  therefore 

the 
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the  hair  of  a  mad  dog  is  fo  to  its  own 
venom. 

I  HAVE  no  experience  of  the  virtues 
of  fait,  or  a  hot  iron  applied  to  the  part 
affedled  •  by  the  bite ;  therefore  can  ^ay 
nothing  of  them  to  the  reader’s  fatisfac- 
tion,  or  my  own.  But -I  muft  confefs, 
I  think  them  likely- enough  to  do  fome 
good,  provided  their  application  is  im¬ 
mediate.  But  I  (liould  have  very  little 
dependence  on  either,  or  both,  if  ufed 
ten  minutes  after  the  reception  of  the 
injury  ;  for  in  a  very  little  time  the  con¬ 
tagion  may  have  reached  where  neither 
the  fait  nor  the  cautery  can  follow  it.  I 
fhould  therefore  efteem  them  as  very  pre¬ 
carious  prefervatives. 

Perhaps  nothing  has  been  more  re- 
commended  by  way  of  preventing  Canine 
Madnefs,  than  the  river  crabs, 

Diofcorides,  in  his  treatife  of  the  Tberi^ 
acuy  C.  I.  gives  a  very  excellent  defcrip- 

tion 
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tion  of  a  mad  dog.  In  C.  2.  he  recom¬ 
mends  a  medicine,  which  has  been  takeii 
notice  of  fihce  by  almoft  every  author  that 
has  \vrote  upon  the  fubjedl,' 

It  confifts  of  the  afhes  of  the  river 
trclb  ( kcc^Ttivou^  iroTocfjiiov^^ )  buriit  by  a 
fire  made  of  the  tendrils  of  the  white 
vine.  Thefe  are  advifed  to  be  finely  tri¬ 
turated,  and  kept  for  life  :  as  alfo  the 
root  of  Gentian,  powdered  and  fifted. 


Wh  EN  any  one  is  bitten  by  a  dog, 
two  Cochkaria  {kox>^ict^ict)  of  the  afhes 
of  the  River  Crabs,  and  one  of  the  pow¬ 
dered  Gentian,  are  to  be  given  in  four 
Cyathi  of  pure  wine.  When  thefe  were 
ftirred  and  mixed  V'  like 

a  thin  pultice,  or  hafty  pudding,  they 
were  to  be  thus  taken  for  four  days,  (I 
believe  it  fhould  be  forty)  if  the  bite  was 
recent;  other  wife  the  dofe  was  to  be 
increafed  to  double  or  treble  the  quanti¬ 
ty,  if  two  or  three  days  had  elapfed  after 

receiving 
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receiving  the  wound,  before  it  v/asad- 
miniflered.  ' 

But  though  he  thinks  this  may  poffi- 

bly  be  fufficient,  yet  he  advifes  othet 

* 

means  to  be  ufed.  He  fays,  a  large 

wound,  which  bleeds  much,  is  lefs  dan^ 

gerous  than  a  fmall  one.  In  the  larger 

wounds  he  diredts  the  torn  fleflh  to  be 

taken  away  immediately,  and  the  lips  of 

the  wound  to  be  cut  all  round,  and  the 

flefli  to  be  taken  out.  He  further  adds?, 

that  both  in  large  and  fmall  wounds  deep 

fcarifications  fhould  be  made  all  round. 

He  tells  us  alfo,  that  after  this,  cupping- 

glaffes  Ihould  be  applied,  with  much 

fire,  both  that  the  virulence  of  the  poifon 

fiiould  be  moderated  by  the  fire,  and  that 

♦ 

the  ulcer  may  keep  open  the  longer. 
He  adds,  that  it  muft  be  kept  open  a 
confiderable  time,  by  applying  to  it  Ta- 
rkhiis^y  or  bruifed  wild  gar¬ 

lic, 

*  {Tarichus)  is  a  name  for  all  forts  of  fifh, 

4Dr  fleih  preferved  in  brine  or  fait  5  but  properly  of  fifh,  as 
anchovies,  pickled  herrings,  Caviar,  Botargo,  and  others. 
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lie,  or ,  onions,  or  the  Cyreniac  juice^. 
But,  fays  he,  if  the  ulcer  Jfliould  heal 
within  forty  days,  it  muft  be  torn  open 
with  the  hands,  or  cut,  or  burnt.  Af¬ 
ter  keeping  it  open  a  fufficient^  time, 
when  it  is  faffered  to  heal,  die  whole 
part  muft  he  covered  with  the  plaifter  of 
-falts  {  hd  TMv  dAoHy);  and  after  fome 
days  he  advifes  to  apply  a  Sinapifin. 

W‘  ■  T 

.  -  f  ;  - 

^Galen  de  SimpL  Medicament.  Facul- 
tatibus  L.  II.  C;  i.  No.  34.  lays,  that 
the  allies  of  River  Crabs  {  i-cev  TrorccfjiF 
cov  Tca.PTtlvcov  Tscp^cci)  adt  wonderfully  by 
the  property  of  their  whole  eflence,  up¬ 
on  thofe  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  either 
alone,  or  with  Gentian  and  Frankincenfe. 
But  there  muft  be  one  part  of  Frankin¬ 
cenfe,  •  five  of  Gentian,  and  ten  .of  the 
Crabs.  v  ,, 

He  tells  us,  he  feldom  ufed  them, 
otherwife  than  as  old  Mferiony  the  em¬ 
piric,  prepared  them,  an  excellent  judge 
of  pharmacy,  his  countryman,  and  mafter. 

He 
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He  ufed  to  burn  them  alive  in  the 
fumnier,'  in  a  copper  dilh,  after  the  riling 
of  the  Dog«ftar;  when  the  fun  was  in 
Leo,  and  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  the 
moon.  The  dofe  was  a  large  Cochliare 
euueygdB$)  of  thefe,  every  day, 
for  forty  days ;  but  if  he  had  not  the 
treatment  of  the  patient  till  foine  days 
after  the  bite,  then  he  gave  two  Cochle- 
cria  every  day ;  and  applied  to  the  wound 
an  emplaftic  medicine  of  Brutian  Pitch, 
Opoponax,  and  Vinegar,  in  this  propor¬ 
tion  :  of  Pitch,  a  pound  ;  of  the  fharpeft 
Vinegar,  an  Italian  Sextary ;  of  Opopo¬ 
nax,  three  ounces. 

The  Fix  Brutia  was  the  fattefi:  and 
moft  refinous  kind  of  pitch,  fo  called 
from  the  country  of  the  Brutii,  where  it 
was  procured  from  the  Fada;  mountain, 
pine.  Thefe  people  inhabited  that  part 
'  of  Calabria^  which  is  over  againft  bficily^ 
L  beyond  the  Lucani.  They  loft  their  li- 
I  berty  for  joining  IlannihaL 

I  P 
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I  HAVE  been  the  more  particular,  in 
thefe  quotations,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
neceffity  there  is  for  accuracy  in  citing 
paflages  from  the  ancient  Greek  writers. 
In  treating  of  the  efficacy  of  medicinal 
fimples,  upon  the  authority  of  authors, 
or  indeed  in  fpeaking  of  them,  great  care 
ifiould  be  taken,  that  the  thing  recom¬ 
mended  is  not  miftaken  for  fomething 
that  may  not  be  pofTeffed  of  the  fame 
virtues. 

-  The  thing  of  the  next  importance  is, 
to  afcertain  the  dofc  with  all  poffible  ac¬ 
curacy.  In  both  thefe  particulars  I  am 
apprehenfive,  that  Mead^  in  his  Effay  on 
the  Mad  Dog,  has  not  been  fo  careful  as 
he  ought  to  have  been.  For,  firft,  I 
take  the  river  crabs  (jcaojc/Vo/  ttotccixIqi) 
when  he  informs  us,  that  Gaie/7  re- 
commends  the  afhes  of  the  River 
Crawfifh,  in  the  dofe  of  a  good  fpoon- 
ful  or  two  every  day’’  not  to  be  the 
CrawJiJkj  but  a  fpecies  of  fhell-fifh? 

which 
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N. 

which  bear  much  the  fame  refemblance 
to  Crabs,  as  our  Crawjiflo  do  ,to  Lobfters, 
but  are  larger.  Thefe  are  very  com¬ 
mon  in  the  rivers  of  Greeccy  Sicily y  and 
AJluy  and,  I  think,  in  the  Danube. 

.  > 

And  I  have  the  more  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thefe  River  Crabs  are  meant 
both  by  Diofcorides  and  Galen  ;  becaufe 
JEtiiiSy  who  almoft  repeats  a  great  part  of 
what  the  abovementioned  authors  have 
faid,  though  in  the  title  of  his  chapter 
he  quotes  Rufus  and  Pofdoniusy  gives  to 
thefe  crabs  the  epithet  Now 

this  word  imports  higensy  very  largey  vajly 
an  appellation  by  no  means  fuitable  to 
our  diminutive  crawfif) ,  but  which  may 
with  greater  propriety  b^  applied  to  the 
true  River  Crabs,  if  the'  defcription  of 
them  I  have  had  from  thofe  that  pretend 
to  have  feen  them  is  juft. 

fanus  Cornariush^is  t  ran  dated  svfjieyeQooy 
by  magnorumy  a  word  which  I  think  by 
!  no  means  exprefles  the  meaning  of  the 

P  2  Greek 
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Greek  original  ;  for  by  the  tranflator's’ 
Latin  word  may  poffibly  be  undefftood, 
the  largeft  of  a  fmall  fort  of  River 
Crabs,  when  the  Greek  feems  to  imply 
a  very  large  fpecies. 

As  to  the  dofe,  I  apprehend  he  was 
as  rhucli  miflaicen ;  for  the  Grecmi  Co- 
chlearion  was  by  no  means  a  fpoonftil,  nor 
half  a  one.  But  it  was  much  more  eafy 
to  call  the  great  Cochleare^  a  good  fpoonfiih 
than  to  afcertain  the  exa£l  capacitv^  For 
it  is  fomewhat  difficult  to  undeiffiand 
perfeftly  the  Grcecian  meafures,  which 
v/ere  origirtaliy  taken  from  the  Fhceni- 
dan,  and  afterward,  in  fome  degree,  con¬ 
founded  vrith  the  Roman ^  when  the  con- 
quefts  of  had  made  the  intercourfe 
with'  Greeb'e  more  frequent.- 

Besides,  the  different  cities  of  Greece 

had  a  variety  in  their  meafures  and 

tveights.  Thus  there  was  the  Rphejian:, 
Alcxandiiariy  and  Attic  Cotyle,  And, 


moreover,. 
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moreover,  the  phyficians,  as  they  do  now, 
ufed  weights  either  different  from  the 
common  fort,  or  divided  them  differently. 
Thus  the  great  or  ruftic  C/jeme, 

was  one  twentieth  part  of  a  Cotyky  where¬ 
as  it  was  the  thirtieth  of  the  medicinal* 
Cotyle. 

genera],  the  Attic  Cochliarion  was 
the  tenth  of  the  Cyathus ;  a  Cyathus  was 
the  fixth  of  a  Cotyle ;  and  a  Cotyle  half  a 
Xejiesy  which  was  much  the  fame  as  the 
Roman  Sextary  ;  fo  that  a  Cochliarion  was 
the  one  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of 
an  Attic  Xejles.  This  laft  was  fomewhat 
lefs  than  a  Winchejler  pint,  corn  meafure  i 
for,  according  to  Arhuthnot,  a  Xejles 
contained  in  folid  inches  33,  138.  where¬ 
as  the  contents  of  a  Winchejler  pint  are 
34,  ^1.  The  modern  powders,  and  dry 
medicines,  are  reckoned  by  weight,  not 
by  meafure.  But  in  liquids,  a  fpoonful 
is  a  thirty-fecond  part  of  a.  pint,  or  pound. 
Now  the  contents  of  a  Wmchejler  liquid 
pint  are  28  ;  infomucb,  that  a  fpoonful 

P  3  is 
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is  but  little  more  than  a  thirty-fecond 
part  of  an  Attic  Xejles  ;  but  a  Cochliarion 
is  only  a  one  hundred  and  twentieth, 

■  \ 

But  there  certainly  were  two  forts  of- 
Cochliariay  in  common  ufe ;  with  refpedt  to 
which,  opinions  have  been  various.  .  Kie- 
ger  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Attic  Coch/ia- 
rion  was  four  fcruples  and  two  fifths  of 
a  grain  ;  but,  according  to  Le  Clercy  the 
greater  Cochliarion  was  about  a  drachm,, 
the  leffer,  a  fcrnple. 

Bythe  paflage  above  quoted  from  Gj- 
leny  it  is  very  plain,  that  there  were  more 
Cochliaria  than  one,  from  his  applying  to 
it  the  epithet  importing  the 

largeft.  And  though,  as  I  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  this  word  could  not  be  applied  to 
fo  diminutive  a  creature  as  our  crawJiJJi ; 
yet,  as  there  were  two  Cochliaria,  the 
greateft  may  with  ftridl  propriety  be 
called  large  {'evfjLsyi^es ). 


This 
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This  meafure,  as  well  as  the  appella¬ 
tion,  was  certainly  taken  from  the  fliell 
of  a  fifli ;  probably  the  cockle,  > 

As  I  have  never  feen  any  of  the  true 
river  crabs,  nor  been  informed  by  any 
modern  author  of  their  having  been  ufed, 

I  can  give  no  opinion  of  them  from  my 
own  experience,  or  that  of  others.  But 
whatever  opinion  I  may  have  of  the  au¬ 
thors  who  recommend  it,  I  confefs,  the 
whimfical,  or  talifmanical  ceremonies  en¬ 
joined  in  the  preparation  of  this  remedy, 
by  no  means  recommend  it  to  my  efLcem. 

I,  however,  believe,  that  it  may  have 
fome  efficacy  in  preventing  the  Canine 
Madnefs,  tho'  none  that  can  be  much  de¬ 
pended  on.  This  opinion  is  founded  upon 
its  being  an  highly  alcaline  fubftance  ;  and 
all,  or  moft  of  the  pretended  fpecifics  for 
this  diftemper  are  alcaline,  and  deftroyers 
of  acids  ;  as  the  celebrated  pancake  made 
of  oyfter-fhells,  mentioned  by  De£'ault ; 
uirmenian  Bole  5  tin,  and  many  other.  • 

P  4  But 
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But  as  all  thefe  have  more  frequently 
failed,  than  been  attended  with  fuccefs, 

I  ihould  fufpedt,  that  the  aflies  of  the 

River  Crabs  would  have  the  fame  fate, 

* 

for  the  fame  reafons. 

f 

.  .  >■  ■ 

Scribonkis  Largus  defcribes  an  antidote 
made  of  very  warm  ingredients,  which 
his  mafter  Apideitis  Celjus  made  every 
year,  and  fent  to  Sicily,  a  country  much 
jnfefted  with  mad  dogs.  This  I  lhall 
not  infert  here,  becaufe  I  moft  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  it  polTeffed  of  no  one  virtue  to  re¬ 
commend  it. 

It  appears  to  rne,  that  the  Skilians 
purchafed  it,  and  were  fond  of  it,  not 
becaufe  it  cured  any  one  diftemper,  but 
becaufe  it  warmed  their  ftomachs,  and 
by  expelling  flatulencies,  gave  them  fome 
immediate  relief ;  juft  in  the  manner  that 
fome  amongft  us  cannot  live  comfortably 
without  Ve7iice  treacle,  Mithridate,  Kd- 
kigh'^  confedtion,  the  Cardiac  confedlion, 
6r  gin  ;  all  of  which  I  efteem  moft  de- 

teftably 


CANINE  MADNESS.  217 

teftable,  infamous,,  and  deftrudive  poi- 
ibns,  as  they  are  generally  ufed,  and  the 
laft  and  worft  legacy  of  Pandora, 

T  HE  fame  author  tells  an  old  woman-s 
ftory  of  an  amulet,  which  he  purchafed 
at  a  high  price,  of  Zopyrus,  a  phyfician, 
and  ambaffador  from  Crete,  who  learned 
it  of  an  old  Barbarian,  that  was  fhip- 
wrecked  on  that  ifland,  who  ufed  it  there 
with  great  fuccefs. 

This  \yas  nothing  more  than  apiece 
of  the  dcin  of  an  Hyee72a,  tied  up  In  a 
rag,  and  bound  upon  the  left  arm  when 
the  difteinper  was  prefent ;  and  it  was 
to  make  the  patients  drink  without  fear, 
and  totally  cure  them. 

All  that  can  be  learned  from  this  tale 
is,  that  when  Sadbonhis  Largus  purchafed 
this  fecret,  a  fool  and  his  money  were 
foon  parted.  A  dog,  it  feems,  is  faid  to 
be  terribly  afraid  of  an  hycena ;  therefore 
the  diftemper  caufed  by  the  bite  of  a  dog, 

is 


f 
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is  to  be  frighted  away  at  the  approach  of 
an  hycend^  fkin. 

In  a  quotation  above  from  Dejfaulty 
mention  has  been  made  of  Pahnarius^ 
powder.  As  I  have  not  this  author  by 
me,  I  am  obliged  to  take  an  account  of 

it  from  that  moft  excellent  commenta- 

* 

tor  on  Boerhaave  s  aphorifms,  the  Baron 
Van  Swieten,  According  to  him  it  is 
thus  prepared.' 

T^ake  of  the  leaves  of  Rue  ^  VervaiUy  the 
leJJ'er  Sage^  Plantamy  Polypody y  common 
Wormwood y  Minty  Mugworty  Bajlard 
Eaumy  {fMeUjj'ophylloii)  Betonyy  St,  Johns 
Worty  and  the  lejjer  Centoryy  each  equal 
parts.  All  thefe  were  to  be  gathered 
every  year,  when  in  full  vigour,  and 
dried  betwixt  papers  /  carefully,  fo  as 
neither  to  wither  too  much,  nor  to 
contradt  mouldinefs.  Of  all  thefe  pow¬ 
dered,  half  a  drachm,  with  double  the 
quantity  of  fiigar,  was  to  be  given  every 
morning  failing,  eating  nothing  af¬ 
ter 
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ter  it  for  three  hours,  in  wine,  cyder, 
broth,  butter,  or  honey.  A  drachm  and 
a  half,  or  two  drachms,  he  thinks  fuffi- 
cient  to  cure  either  man  or  beaft,  how¬ 
ever  cruelly  bit.  But  he  thinks  it  not 
amifs  to  give  three  or  four,  efpecially  if 
the  wound  has  been  received  for  fome 
time,  or  the  Hydrophobia  is  come  on  ;  for 
even  in  this  cafe  he  fays  it  will  perform 
a  cure. 

He,  further,  advifes  to  foment  the 
wound  with  wine,  or  hydromel,  in  which 
half  a  drachm  of  this  powder  is  put. 
This,  he  confeffes,  he  had  from  the  in¬ 
inventor,  jacobus  Syhanus;,  Lord  of 
Peyrou. 

As  I  have  no  experience  of  this  re¬ 
medy,  I  can  only  fay,  that  I  hope  he 
did  not,  like  Scribonius  Largtis,  purchafe 
it  at  a  large  price  ;  for  I  believe  it  worth 
nothing  ;  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  find 
Van  Swicten  of  the  fame  opinion. 


Upon 
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Upon  the  confternation  the  town  was 
in  fomc  weeks  ago,  on  account  of  the 
frequency  of  mad  dogs,  in  arder  to  calm 
the  minds  of  thofe  v/ho  either  had  been, 
or  might  be,  bit,  I  publifted  in  fome  of 
the  papers  an  abftrad;  of  my  method  of 
cure.  Soon  after  this  I  received  a  letter 
without  a  name,  giving  an  account  of  a 
remedy,  which,  he  fays,  was  foun^  in  a 
church  fome  where  in  Lincolnpdire ;  where 
it  had  been  regiftered,  on  account  of 
having  preferved  almolf  all  the  parifli 
from  Canine  Madnefs,  after  bites  rcr 
celved  from  mad  dogs  ^  and  requefted 
that  I  would  publilh  k  in  the  public 
papers. 

I  domot  queftion  the  good  intentions 
of  the  author,  whoever  he  was ;  but  k 
was  no  compliment  to  me,  to  fuppofe  I 
was  ignorant  of  the  Pewter  Mediciney  as 
it  is  commonly  called,  which  was  many 
years  ago  printed  in  the  Philofophiccd 
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'tranfaSlions,  I  think  from  Sir  ‘Theodore 
Mayerne,  or  Grew ;  for  this  was  the  re- 
'  rnedy  he  informed  me  of,  at  lead,  one 
much  the  fame. 

W  ITH  refpedt  to  this  prefefvative,  I 
have  known  it  experienced  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  times  upon  brutes ;  and  not  un- 
frequently  upon  men.  The  event  has 
been,  that  when  it  was  trufted  to  alone, 
at  leaft  one  half  of  the  patients  have 
contracted  the  Canine  Madnefs,  and  died; 
whilft  others,  under  the  fame  circum- 
ftancesy  have  efcaped.  Hence  I  think  it 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  it  is  not  to¬ 
tally  deftitute  of  efficacy;  but  that  it  is 
not  pofleffed  of  any  virtues  that  can  rea- 
fonably  be  depended  on. 

It  {lands  thus  in  the  Philofophkal 
"PrcmfaEiions. 


Take  leaves  of  rue,  picked  from  the 
ftalks  and  bruifed,  fix- ounces ;  oi London 

treacle. 
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treacle,  (or,  which  is  better,  Venice 
treacle)  garlic,  pilled  and  bruifed,  and 
fine  filings  of  tin,  each  four  ounces ;  put 
them  into  two  quarts  of  canary,  or  good 
white  wine  j  or,  in  cafe  of  a  nice  confti- 
tution,  into  the  fame  quantity  of  ftrong 
and  well-worked  ale,  in  an  earthen  veflel 
well  flopped.  Then  let  there  be  made  a 
digeflion,  or  gentle  boiling  thereof,  in  a 
bath  heat,  for  fome  hours,  fhutting  in  the 
fleam.  Then  prefs  it,  and  flrain  it. 
The  dofe  is  two  or  three  ounces,  (and  in 
fome  perfons  more),  to  be  taken  every 
morning  for  nine  days.  The  party  bit¬ 
ten  mufl  fafl  for  three  hours  after  it ; 
and  the  dregs  that  remain  after  expreflion 
mufl  be  bound  upon  the  wound  received^ 
renev/ing  it  every  twenty-four  hours. 

iV.  R.  That  the  ninth  day  after  the 
bite  mufl  not  be  let  flip,  before  this 
medicine  be  taken,  left  the  poifon  feize 
the  blood  too  flrongly.  It  mufl  be  given 
cold,  or  at  leafl  only  a  little  aired.  A 

double 
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double  quantity  may  be  given  to  a  beafl: 
foon  after  the  bite. 

\ 

Pliny  tells  a  ftory  of  a  woman  who 
was  direfted  in  a  dream  to  fend  her  fon, 
then  a  foldier  in  Spain,  the  root  of  the 
Dog-rofe,  called  Cynorrhodon,  to  take. 
She  accordingly  wrote  to  him  j  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  letter  juft  as  he  began  to  dread 
water,  having  fome  time  before  been  bit 
by  a  mad  dog  :  he  obeyed,  took  the  re¬ 
medy,  and  v/as  cured. 

As  I  have  never  known  this  experien¬ 
ced,  nor  ever  heard  of  its  being  ufed,  I 
can  give  no  opinion  of  it.  But  the  ridi¬ 
culous  tale  above  related,  does  not  feem 
to  promife  any  great  efficacy. 

I  MUST  not  omit  taking  notice  of  the 
celebrated  remedy  patronized  by  the  late 
Dr.  Mead,  who,  in  the  laft  edition  of  his 
Mechanical  Account  of  Poifons,  fays,  that 
*  He  can  fafely  affirm,  that  he  has  never 
^  known  this  remedy  to  fail  of  fuccefs, 

^  whether 
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«  whether  any  outward  application  waf 
^  ufed,  or  not,  where  it  has  been  followed 
before  the  Hydrophobia  came  on ;  altho* 
‘  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years  practice  he 
‘  had  ufed  it  a  thoufand  times.* 


His  own  acount  of  it  is  as  follows,' 

^  Let  the  patient  be  blooded  at  the 
^  arm,  to  nine  or  ten  ounces.  Take  of  the 
‘  herb  called  m  Latiriy  Lichen  drier ens  ter- 

} 

^  re/lris,  in  EngliJJj,  AJJo-coloured  ground 
^  Liverwort^  cleaned,  dried,  and  pow- 
‘  dered,  half  an  ounce ;  of  black  pepper 
^  powdered,  two'  drachms.  Mix  thefe 
^  well  together,  and  divide  the  powder 
^  into  four  dofes  one  of  which  muft  be 
^  taken  every  morning  fucceuively,  in 
‘  half  a  pint  of  cow’s  milk  warm.  After 
^  thefe  four  dofes  are  taken,  the  patient 
^  muft  go  into  the  cold  bath,  or  a  cold 
*  fpring,  or  river,  every  morning  faffing, 
‘  for  a  month.  He  muft  be  clipped  all 
‘  over,  but  not  ftay  in  (with  his  head 
above  water)  longer  than  half  a  minute. 
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*  if  the  water  be  very  cold;  After  this 
^  he  mull  go  in  three  times  a  week  for  a 

*  fortnight  longer; 

‘This  powder  was  firll  publilhed  In 

*  the  Philofophkal  Tranfa^lions,  from  Mr. 

‘  Dafnpier^  in  whofe  family  it  had  been 
‘  kept  as  a  fecret  many  years  ^  and  in  the 
‘  year  1721  it  was>  at  my  delire,  put  into 
‘  the  Pharmacop.  Lond.  by  the  name  of 
‘  Puhis  Antilyjfus,  I  afterwards  made 
‘  this  alteration  only  of  putting  two  parts 

*  of  Lichen  to  one  of  pepper,  inllead  of 
‘  equal  parts,  becaufe  I  thought  it  too 
‘  hot  y  and  whereas  but  two  or  three 
‘  dofes  of  it  were  formerly  given,  I  re- 
‘  peated  it  four  days. 

‘The  Lichen  is  a  warm  diuretic ;  the 
^  pepper  is  added,  I  fuppofe,  to  make  it 
‘  more  agreeable  to  the  flomach ;  for  it 
^  is  dillafteful  and  naufeous.’ 

W E  are  told,  that  Sir  Robert  Southwell, 
at  the  requell  of  Mr.  Hans  Sloane,  procu- 

Q  red 
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red  the  receipt  of  this  medicine  from; 
Captain  Dampier,  who  called  the  plant 
a  kind  of  Jew's  Ear  ;  but  Sir  Ha?2S 
Shane  correfted  this  error.  It  ufed  to 
be  known  by  the  name  of  Eichen  cinereus 
'terrejlris^  Afh-coloured  Ground  Liver¬ 
wort ;  but  Dillenms  hzs  new  chriftened 
it,  and  called  ilLicheiwides  digitatuniy  ch 
fiereum,  LaBiicee  foliis  fimiojisy  and  has 
very  properly  placed  it  amongft  the 
moffes. 

Boerhaave,  and  his  commentator,  Van 
Swieteny  feem  to  think  that  no  dependance 
can  be  had  on  this  prefervative.  The 
laft  doubts  whether  more  is  not  ov/ing  to 
the  pepper,  or  the"  bathing,  than  to  the 
AJJ:- coloured  Ground  Liverwort  y  and  af¬ 
firms,  that  there  are  inftances  which 
prove,  that  an  Hydrophobia  has  fucceeded 
after  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  j  one  of 
which  he  quotes  from  the  Medical  Ef- 
fay  Si  of  a  boy  bit  by  a  mad  dog  in  the 
thumb,  who  took,  night  and  morning, 
for  forty  days,  a  drachm  of  this  Pulvis 

Antilyjfus ; 
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Antilyjjus  ;  was  plunged  ten  times  in  the 
fea  was  afterwards  cut  for  the  ftone, 
and  yet  at  the  end  of  nineteen  months, 
died  of  an  Hydrophobia, 

As  it  will  be  expeded,  that  I  give  my 
fentiments  upon  this,  I  fhall  do  it  with¬ 
out  refer  ve. 

In  the  treatife  I  publidied  in  the  year 
1741,  on  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  I  recom¬ 
mended  this  prefervative,  on  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  Dr.  Meady  having  at  that  time  had 
very  little  experience  of  it  myfelf.  But 
I  foon  after  learned,  from  undoubted  au¬ 
thority,  that  it  had  been  given  without 
fuccefs  to  a  great  number  of  people  and 
animals,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
I  was  told,  in  particular,  the  names  of 
four,  which  I  do  not  at  this  diftance  of 
time  recoiled.  But  one  lived  in  the 
Tdowery  another  in  Smithfieldy  the  third  at 
Nortkamptoriy  and  the  fourth  at  Bury  St. 
Edmiindsy  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance* 


But 
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But,  befides  the  inftances  upon  rc^ 
cord,  every  fummer  furnillies  frefh  ex¬ 
amples,  which  prove  this  celebrated  me¬ 
dicine  not  infallible.  At  the  fame  time> 
i  have  known  it  exhibited  to  many,  who 
have  never  fince  experienced  any  one 
lymptom  of  the  Canine  Madnefs  ;  info- 
much,  that  I  may  fay  of  this,  as  I  did  of 
the  pewter  medicine ^  that  though  I  have 
great  reafon  to  think  it  not  deftitute  of 
virtues,  yet  it  is  polTeffed  of  none  that 
can  be  fafely  depended  upon. 

There  is  another  remedy,  much  ce- 

*  m 

lebrated  in  the  north  of  Englajtdy  for 
preventing  the  Canine  Madnefs.  It  is 
prepared  and  difpofed  of  by  a  gentleman 
of  fome  rank  in  LancaJJjire.  I  have 
heard  it  fpoken  very  well  of  by  fome  that 
have  ufed  it  for  their  hounds ;  who  alfo 
tell  me,  it  fucceeds  very  well  in  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies.  But  as  I  have  never  feeri 
it  tried,  I  can  give  no  opinion  of  it  from 
my  own  experience.  I  do  not,  however, 

I  -  '  find. 
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find,  that  it  is  pretended  to  cure  the  di- 
forder  after  the  fymptoms  appear. 

It  would  fwell  this  volume  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  bulk,  was  I  to  take  notice  of  all 
the  Ipecifics,  and  injudicious  Antidotes 
and  Tdheriaeas^  which  have  in  their  turns 
acquired  fome  reputation  for  preventing 
the  Canine  Madnefs  ;  amongft  which, 
the  liver  of  the  mad  dog  is  not  the  leaf}: 
ridiculous.  I  believe  few,  or  none,  have 
the  lead:  efficacy  ;.but  the  foundation  of 
their  reputation  feems  to  be  this. 

Perhaps,  out  of  twenty  people  re^ 
ported  to  have  been  bit  by  mad  dogs,  the 
fa6t  is  not  true  with  refpe<fl  to  two.  For 
many  receive  a  bite  from  a  ftrange  dog, 
in  confequonce  of  their  own  folly  and 
impertinence,  which  I  think  every  one 
guilty  of,  that  teazes  a  dog,  or  endea¬ 
vours  to  fright  him  wantonly  ^  and  on 
thefe  occafions,  the  confequence  of  the 
aggreflbr’s  imprudence  is  afcribed  to  the 
rnadnefs  of  the  dog,  who  immediately 

3  runs 
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runs  away,  and  is  heard  of  no  more,  or 
is  killed,  and  is  concluded  to  be  mad, 
though  perhaps  more  rational  than  the 
fool  that  provoked  him.  Then  fome 
Ipecific  is  adminiftered  ;  the  perfon  con¬ 
tinues  well ;  and  the  remedy  acquires  the 
reputation  of  having  cured  a  diflemper 
that  never  exifted  in  that  fubjed: ;  or  of 
preventing  one,  that  could  never  be  ex¬ 
cited  by  that  caufe. 

Besides,  domeftic,  or  fporting  dogs, 
are  not  unfrequently  fore,  in  confequence 
of  fome  wound,  bruife,  or  injury,  which 
remains  covered  by  the  hair,  unnoticed 
by  the  mailer,  or  the  family  ;  or  they 
may  be  griped,  or  in  pain  from  fome  in¬ 
ternal  diforder,  not  in  the  leaft  tending 
towards  madnefs.  And  in  all  thefe  cafes, 
if  the  miferable  animal  is,  by  handling, 
or  any  other  way  hurt,  it  is  natural  for 
him  to  bite.  Upon  thefe  occafions,  the 
poor  creature  is  precipitately  put  to  death, 
upon  a  fuppolition  that  he  is  mad  ;  and 
the  injuring  party  (I  will  not  fay  injured) 
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immediately  applies  fome  Ipecific,  or  an¬ 
tidote,  which  acquires  the  credit  of  hav¬ 
ing  prevented  a  difeafe,  of  which  there 
never  was  the  leaft  danger.  ^  * 

Some  few  years  ago  I  walked  with  a 
gentleman  towards  Highgate,  by  the  way 
of  Primrofe  Hill ;  a  fpaniel  bitch  followed 
him,  from  whom  her  puppies  had  been 
lately  taken.  '  Before  we  got  half  a  mile, 

f 

the  creature  fell  into  a  ftrange  convullive 
diforder,  in  which  fhe  continued  for  fome 
minutes  5  then  got  up,  ran  about  wildly, 
with  great  ligns  of  ftupiditv^  and  at  lafl: 
followed  us  clofe,  not  without  remaining 
ligns  of  great  diforder.  The  mailer  de¬ 
termined  to  kill  her  inflantly,  fuppoling 
her  mad,  but  I  begged  her  life,  as  I 
thought  otherwife. 

In  the  purfuit  of  our  journey  thefe  fts 
frequently  returned,  till  at  lall  llie  ran 
away  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  fat  upon  the 
top  of  a  fence  of  earth,  with  great  marks 
of  Ibupidity  and  confulion  ;  and  it  was 

0^4  with 
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with  much  difficulty,  and  after  a  long 
time,  that  we  could  perfuade  her  to 
come  back  ;  which  at  laft  ffie  did  very 
aukwardlys  and  not  feeming  to  know  her 
mafter.  Some  haymakers  happened  to 
be  in  the  fame  field,  one  of  whom  I  per- 
fuaded  to  put  the  iron  of  his  fork  betwixt 
her  neck  and  a  leather  collar  fhe  had  on ; 
and  by  this  means  he  lifted  her  up,  and 
plunged  her,  as  I  defired,  into  an  adjacent 
pond.  After  fwimming  to  land,  flie  foon 
recovered  her  ftrength,  fpirit  and  under- 
ftanding,  and  followed  us  home.  I  never 
heard  of  her  having  a  fit  of  this  kind  af¬ 
terwards  j  but  as  her  mafter  foon  took 
her  into  the  country,  I  am  not  certain, 
whether  fhe  ever  relapfed,  or  not. 

Now  if  this  poor  diftrefTed  animal  had 
bit  either  her  mafter  or  me,  of  which 
we  were  in  fome  danger,  and  had  been 
immediately  facrificed  to  our  fears,  or 
folly,  we  fliould  have  concluded  her  cer¬ 
tainly  mad  ;  and  the  antidote  we  had 
taken,  or  the  method  we  had  purfued, 

VvGuld 
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would,  without  doubt,  have  undefervedly 
gained  the  reputation  of  preventing  in  us 
the  Canine  Madnefs. 

A  fpaniel,  about  ten  months  old,  at 
this  time  in  the  room  with  me,  had, 
when  about  five  months  old,  fits,  attend¬ 
ed  with  flirong  convulfions,  great  agonies^ 
and  a  fubfequent  ftupidity  for  fome  time. 
I  direfted  my  fervants  to  plunge  him  into 
cold  water,  and  dip  him  over  head  for 
three  or  four  times,  for  not  more  th^n 
two  or  three  feconds,  the  moment  he  was 
feized  with  the  next  fit.  My  orders  were 
obeyed,  upon  his  being  feized  in  the  fame 
manner  a  very  few  days  after ;  and  he 
has  never  had  the  lead:  degree  of  the  dif- 
order  fince. 

These  cafes,  though  only  dogs  wer^ 
concerned,  a  fpecies  of  animals,  however, 
whofe  good  qualities  and  ufes  recommend 
them  to  protection,  efteem,  and  tender- 
pefs,  are  of  the  more  importance,  as  they 
(liew  the  imprudence  of  deftroying  a  dog 

pre^ 
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precipitately,  upon  a  fappofition  of  his 
Eeing  mad.  It  will,  further,  teach  the 
fportfmen  how  to  cure  their  dogs,  fome 
of  which  are  of  great  value,  of  the  fame 
kind  of  dif9rders,  which  are  very  fre¬ 
quent.  And  they  may  be  affured,  that  I 
have  knov/n  both  dogs,  and  tame  foxes 
frequently  cured  by  immerlion  in  cold 
water,  during  the  fit. 

Lastly,  it  may  ferve  to  corroborate 
the  proofs  v/e  already  have,  of  the  great 

t 

efficacy  of  cold  bathing  in  general  ;  of 
which  I  am  juflified  in  faying,  that  I  have 
the  highefi:  opinion,  as  a  prefervative 
againd  Canine  Madnefs.  And  though  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  be  pretty  free  in 
remarking  fome  things  that  I  thought  er¬ 
roneous,  in  Mead\  account  of  the  bite  of 
a  mad  dog,  yet  I  v/ould  by  no  means  de¬ 
prive  him  of  the  merit  of  having  recom¬ 
mended  frequent  immerfions  in  cold  wa¬ 
ter.  And,  perhaps,  the  fuccefs  aferibed 
to  the  Puhis  A72tUyJJus  (Affi-coloured 

Ground 
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Ground  Liverwort,  and  pepper)  may  be 
more  juftly  attributed  to  cold  bathing. 

I  WILL  not  pretend  to  determine  how 
much  more  effectual  bathing  in  the  fea 
may  be,  than  in  cold  frefli  water.  It  is  ’ 
certain,  that  m.any  that  have  been  almofl 
drowned  in  the  fea,  have  foon  after  died 
of  the  Hydrophobia ;  and  I  knew  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  took  thirty  couple  of  fox¬ 
hounds  to  the  fea,  and  had  them  dipped 
with  all  manner  of  caution  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  he  loft  feveral  hounds 
every  day  he  took  out  the  pack,  till  more 
efte(ftual  means  were  ufed. 

But  I  have  known  an  inftance  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  bathing  in  fait  water.  Two 
large  pointers  were  undoubtedly  bit  by  a 
mad  dog.  Their  mafter  diffolved  as 
much  common  fait  in  a  tub  of  water  as 
it  would  take  up.  The  dogs  were  im- 
rnerfed  in  it  feveral  times,  till  almoft 
drowned.  They  never  were  mad  after 

this 
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this  difcipline,  which  they  underwent  the 
day  after  the  bite,  as  I  remember. 

As  to  Opium,  and  its  preparations, 
I  have  never  given  any  in  dofevS  large 
enough  to  be  depended  upon,  as  not  be¬ 
lieving  it  poffeffed  of  any  fpecific  virtues 
in  this  cafe  ;  or  any  which  have  the  lead: 
tendency,  either  to  prevent  or  cure  Canine 
Madncfs.  Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  they 
may  be  ufed  with  fome  advantage,  when 
the  diftemper  is  ailually  prefent,  as  they 
may  poffibly  moderate  the  lymptoms, 
whilft  more  powerful  agents  perform  the 
cure  ;  I  mean  Mercurials.  This,  howe¬ 
ver,  I  fpeak  from  theory,  the  precarious 
fubterfuge  of  ignorance  and  inexperience. 

There  is  a  very  extraordinary  prefer- 
vative  againfl  the  Canine  Madnefs,  which 
though  unknown  in  England,  is  believed 
effedtual  by  perhaps  nine  tenths  of  the 
Spanifi  nation.  And  this,  as  mod:  ridi¬ 
culous,  I  mention,  to  fhew  how  eafily 
popular  error  is  countenanced  by  popular 

faith  I 
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faith ;  and  with  what  facility  methods 
of  no  efficacy  may  acquire  unmerited 
repute. 

There  is  in  Spain  a  fet  of  fellows^ 
that  are  called  Saludadoi^esy  who  pretend 
to  cure  diftempers  por  EnfalmoSy  by  a  fort 
of  incantation.  It  is  pretended  that  they 
put  to  flight  a  mad  dog,  or  even  kill  him> 
by  looking  earneftly  at  him  ;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  confequences  of  a  bite,  by  blow¬ 
ing  forcibly  upon  the  perfon  that  re¬ 
ceived  it.  They  are  faid  to  have  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  a  crofs  behind  the  tongue,  and  the 
refemblance  of  St.  Catharine  ^  vffieel  in 
the  roofs  of  their  mouths  ^  by  the  firft,^ 
meaning  the  Uvula,  and  Velum  Pendulu77t 
Palafi ;  and  by  the  fecond'  certain  natural 
furrows  in  the  palate,  which  may  bear 
fome  very  renaote  refemblance  to  the 
fpokes  of  a  wheel.  They  are  all  great 

drunkards,  and  pretend,  that  wine  not 
only  enables  them  to  blow  more  forcibly, 

but  alfo  increafes  the  virtue  of  the  bkfl:. 
By  this  Fourbery  they  get  a  comfortable 

fub- 
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fubfiftence,  being  all  poor,  and  of  the 
lowed;  clafs* 

The  credit  given  to  thefe  fellows  would 
be  more  furprifing,  if  in  all  nations,  and  , 
all  ages,  impofitions  equally  ridiculous 
had  not  been  fupported  by  popular  ere-* 
dulity.  When  the  Roman  empire  was  at 
its  fummit  of  glory,  the  Hirpicey  certain 
families  amongft  the  Falifci^  a  people  of 
ILtrurtay  pretended  to  walk  barefoot  on 
burning  coals,  at  the  annual  facrifice  at 
the  temple  oi  Apollo y  upon  Mount  SoraPle. 
And  they  were  encouraged  in  this  non- 
fenfical  extravagance  by  the  wife  Romans, 
who  exempted  them,  on  this  account 
from  military  fervice,  and  granted  them 
other  privileges. 

Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Pnny ; 
and  Virgil  alludes  to  it  in  the  prayer  of 
Awns  to  Apollo,  when  he  wanted  to  de-^ 
molifla  poor  Camilla, 


Lumine 
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Summe  Deum^  fan5li  ciijlos  foraBis  Apolh 
^em  primi  colimiis,  cui  pineiis  ardor  acervo 
Pafcitiiry  et  medium y  freti  pietatey  per  tgnem 
Cult  ores  7nulta  premimus  Vejligia  pruna. 

Virgil.  JEn,  XL 

The  defigns  of  knaves,  the  miftakes 
of  fools,  and  mifreprefented  accidents  of 
both,  or  either,  have  too  frequently 
duped  the  ingenuous  and  undefigning  into 
*  a  belief  of  improbabilities,  nearly  bor¬ 
dering  upon  miracles  ;  and  perhaps  few 
plaufibly  calculated  tales  have  been  fo 
ridiculous,  as  not  to  have  impofed  upon, 
at  one*  time  or  another,  whole  communi¬ 
ties  and  nations.  And  I  wifh  our  own 
did  not  afford  fo  many  inflances  of  thi^ 
extravagant  credulity. 

It  is  not  thirty  years  fince  the  laws 
againft  witchcraft  were  repealed  ;  and  we 
have  ftill  fome  notions  in  phyfic  nearly 
allied  to  magic.  The  race  of  Warlocks  in 
Scotland  is  not  yet  extindl ;  and  at  this 

day 
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day  the  fecond  Jight  is  fpoke  of  as  no  chi^' 
maera,  by  many  well-meaning  people. 

tn  Naples  St.  Januarius's  blood  is  ex- 
pedled  to  liquify  every  year ;  and  fome 
few  in  that  kingdom  may  ftill  believe 
the  fabulous  accounts  of  the  Tara?itula  y 
though  I  think  very  few  of  fenfe  ancf 
learning  confider  it  otherwife  than  as  a 
vulgar  error. 

The  ftory  is  too  well  known  to  re¬ 
quire  a  detail  of  it  in  this  place  ^  though 
as  this  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome, 
unacquainted  with  its  hi  ftory,  it  is  briefly 
thi3. 

The  Idarantida,  it  is  faid,  is  a  large 
fpider  not  unfrequent  in  the  diftridt  of 
Taranto,  a  town  fituated  on  the  gulph 
which  bears  its  name  in  the  fouthermoft 
part  of  Italy.  This  Ipider  is  by  fo/ne 
fabled  to  excite  a  very  odd  diftemper,  by 
biting  people  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the 
fummer,  which  can  only  be  cured  by  mufic. 

What 
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What  made  me  doubt  the  truth  of 
this  ftrange  tale  originally  was,  that  Fliny 
who  lived  not  a  great  way  from  this 
country,  and  who  ranfacked  the  whole 
world  for  ftories,  true  or  falfe,  to  embel- 
lifh  his  natural  hiftory,  fpeaks  not  one 
fyllable  of  the  Faraiitula.  The  very  word 
is  not  claffical  ;  hence,  probably,  the 
thing  it  imports  was  as  little  heard  of  as 
its  name.  Undoubtedly,  if  it  had  exifted 
in  the  time  of  Pliny,  it  would  not  have 
efcaped  his  refearches.  If  it  jfliould  be 
intimated,  that  they  have  bred  there 
fince,  or  been  imported,  I  fhould  afk 
how  }  or  from  whence  } 

But  a  gentleman  of  honour  many 
I  years  ago  fatisfied  my  doubts  fully,  by 
i  affuring  me,  that  he  relided  nine  months 
1  at  Taranto,  fome  of  which  happened  to 
be  thofe  in  which  the  bite  of  thefe  fpi- 
i  ders  are  reported  to  be  moft  frequent  and 
I  noxious ;  that  on  the  moft  diligent  en- 
;|  quiry,  he  could  never  find  any  one  that 

R  had 
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had  been  bit  by,  or  contradled  any 
fternper  from,  a  T^arantiila  ;  that  he  had, 
at  a  confidefable  ex-pence,  employed  peo¬ 
ple  to  feafch  after  this  infeft  in  the  fields, 
and  catch  them  ;  that  they  brought  him 
large  fpiders,  without  being  able  to  tell 
him  whether  they  were  T^arantulasy  or 
not  ;  that  no  phyfician  at  T^arantOi  or  its 
difiricl,  had  ever  feen  either  one  of 
them,  or  a  diftemper  excited  by  the  bite  ; 
nor  had  ever  known  that  diftemper,  or 
any  other,  cured  by  mufic  ^  that  all  they 
knew  of  it  was  from  tradition,  of  which 
they  did  not  believe  one  fy liable;  and 
that  the  phyfician  of  the  moft  eminence 
in  the  diftrifb  told  him,  the  country  peo¬ 
ple  in  harveft  time  frequently  contrafted 
a  diftemper,  attended  v/ith  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  fymptoms,  which  the  vulgar  fome- 
times  attributed  to  the  bite  of  a  "Tarantula^f 
but,  in  his  opinion,  erroneoufly,  and  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  foundation. 

Another  ..gentleman  of  the  higheft 
veracity,  and  upon  whofe  report  I  can 
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depend,  tells  me,  that  when  he  refided 
at  Naplesy  being  at  the  meetings  of  cer^ 
tain  gentlemen  of  learning  and  fafhion, 
who  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  focie- 
ty,  his  information  from  them  pretty 
nearly  correfponded  with  what  I  have 
juft  related. 

Agreeable  to  this  is  the  account 
given  us  by  Dr.  Thomas  Cornelioy  in  the 
P hilofophkal  Tranfadiions.  Abridgment^ 
Vol.  III.  p.  282,  286. 

‘  A  judicious  perfon,  fays  he,  related 
^  to  me,  that  being  in  the  country  of 
‘  Otranto,  where  the  Tarantulas  are  found 
‘  in  great  numbers,  there  was  a  man, 

^  who  thinking,  himfelf  ftung  by  one  of 
*  them,  fliewed  in  his  neck  a  fmall  fpeck, 

^  about  which,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  there 
^  arofe  fome  pimples,  full  of  a  ferous  hu-^ 
‘  mour ;  and  that,  in  a  few  hours  after, 
‘  that  poor  man  was  forely  afflidted  with 
‘  very  violent  fymptoms,  as  Syncopes, 
‘  very  great  agitations,  giddinefs  of  the 

R  2  ^  head 
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^  head,  and  vomit ;  but  that  without  any 
‘  inclination  at  all  to  dance,  and  without 
‘  all  defire  of  having  any  mufical  inftru- 
‘  ment,  he  miferably  died  within  twa 

*  days. 

^  The  fame  perfon  affirmed  to  me, 

*  that  all  thofe  who  think  themfelves 
^  bitten  by  T^arantulasy  (except  fuch  as, 
«  for  fome  ends,  feign  themfelves  to  be 
^  fo)  are  for  the  moft;  part  young  wanton 
‘  girls  (whom  the  Italian  writers  call 

*  Hold  di  fale)  who,  by  fome  particular 

*  indifpofition,  falling  into  this  melan- 
*•  choly  madnefs,  perfuade  themfelves,  ac-^ 

*  cording  to  the  vulgar  prejudice,  to  have 

*  been  flung  by  a  I^araiitula ;  and  I  re- 
^  member  to  have  obferved  in  Calabria 
fome  women,  who,  feized  on  by  fome 
^  fuch  accidents,  were  counted  (according 

*  to  the  common  belief  of  that  province) 
‘  to  be  pofTeffed  with  the  devil. 

» 

‘  This  brings  to  my  mind  a  terrible 

*  evil,  which  often  enough  is  obferved  in 

*  Calabria^ 
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^  Calabridy  and  is  called,  in  their  lan- 
^  guage.  Cocao  Maligno,  It  arifeth  on 
^  the  furface  of  the  body,  in  the  form  of 
^  a  fmall  fpeck,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  lupin. 
^  It  caufeth  fome  pain,  and  if  it  grow  not 

*  foon  red  thereupon,  it  in  a  very  fhort 
^  time  certainly  kills. 

^  It  is  the  common  opinion  of  thofe 

*  people,  that  fuch  a  diftemper  befals 
^  thofe  only  that  have  eaten  fle£h  of  ani- 

*  mals  dead  of  themfelves ;  which  opi- 
^  nion  I  can,  from  experience,  affirm  to 
^  be  falfe.  So  it  frequently  falls  out,  that 

*  of  many  ftrange  effedlis  we  daily  meet 
with,  the  ’  true  caufe  not  being  known, 

^  fuch  an  one  is  affigned,  which  is  ground- 
^  ed  upon  fome  vulgar  prejudice ;  and  of 
‘  this  kind  I  eifteem  to  be  the  vulgar  be- 
^  lief  of  the  caufe  of  that  diftemper, 
^  which  appears  in  thofe  that  think  them- 

*  felves  ftung  by  T^arantulas' 

A  modern  author,  for  whofe  writings 
and  charader  I  have  the  higheft  venera- 

R  3  tion. 
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tion,  feems,  therefore  to  have  deceived 
himfelf  and  others,  when,  in  order  to  ren¬ 
der  the  exiftence  of  Tarantulas  probable^ 
he  avails  himfelf  of  arguments,  which 
would  be  equally  in  favour  of  witchcraft, 
the  SaludadoreS)  or  any  other  popular  de- 
lufion. 

Speaking  of  the  poor  people,  who 
pretend  to  be  affedled  by  the  bite  of  this 
fpider,  in  order  to  extort  alms,  he  fays, 
‘  However,  though  there  are  here  many 
*  deceits  and  impoftures,  yet  thefe,  I 
^  think,  are  an  evidence  to  prove  the 
^  point,  fince  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
^  a  difeafe  would  be  counterfeited,  that 
^  had  never  any  foundation  in  nature/ 

This  is  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  ar¬ 
gument  Nelfony  in  his  yujlice  of  Peace, 
makes  ufe  of,  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
witches.  If  there  were  no  witches,  there 
•would  not  have  been  any  laws  againf  them, 

In«» 
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Innumerable  are  the  inftances  of  people, 
who  have,  by  various  artful  impoftures, 
endeavoured  to  make  the  country  where 
they  refided  believe  them  bewitched ; 
either  with  an  intention  of  cheating 
ccmpaffionate  people  out  of  money ;  or 
with  a  worfe  defign,  that  of  being  re¬ 
venged  on  fome  poor  peevifli  old  woman,  - 
that  had  offendeded  them.  But  this 
would  be  a  very  bad  argument  to  prove 
the  reality  of  witchcraft  s  becaufe  it  may 
be  fuppofed,  and  even  afeertained,  that 
this  affedlion  may  be  counterfeited,  thd 
it  never  had  any  foundation  in  nature. 

The  fame  author,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  real  exiftence  of  the  Tdarantida,  brings 
the  authority  of  Bagliviy  a  phyfician  of 

Rome,  who  wrote  a  long  differtation  on 

\ 

this  fubjedl ;  and  of  Ludovicus  Valet t a,  a 
Celefiine  Monk  of  Apidia,  who  wrote  a 
treatife  on  this  fpider,  printed  at  Naples 
in  1706,  in  which  he  not  only  anfwers 
the  objeftions  of  thofe  who  deny  the 

R  4  whok 
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whole  thing,  but  gives,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  feveral  inftances  of  perfons 
who  had  fuffered  in  this  way. 

By  the  fame  arguments  Liidoviais  Va- 
Jettay  had  he  wrote  upon  magic,  might 
have  proved  the  common  pradtice  of 
witchcraft  in  Great  Britain,  He  might 
have  faid,  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  GlanviU 
a  chaplain  to  the  king,  wrote  a  book  upon 
wutches,  publiihed  at  Lojtdon,  in  1681,  in 
which  he  not  only  anfwers  the  objedlion^ 
of  thofe  who  deny  the  whole  things  but 
gives,  from  his  own  knowledge,  authentic 
inftances  of  perfons  who  had  fuffered  in 
this  way  ;  that  Sinclair y  a  profeftbr  at  a 
Britijh  univerfity,  publiftied  a  treatife  on 
the  fame  fubjedl,  with  the  fame  view  ^ 
and  that  King  yarnes  the  firft  of  Bnglaizd 
not  only  wrote,  but  publiftied  a  book,, 
tending  to  prove  the  reality  of  witchcraft. 

Cotton  Mathery  a  furious  Calvinift  in 
Americay  wrote  a  treatife  againft  tobacco, 
one  of  the  principal  commodities  of  that 

new 
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new  world  ;  and  publiflied  two  volumes 
in  folio  of  the  trials  of  unhappy  people 
burnt  for  witchcraft. 

But  all  this  may  as  well  prove,  that 
thefe  authors  were  miftaken,  or  niifrepre- 
fented  fads,  as  that  the  ftories  they  relate 
were  true. 

Gl ANVIL  relates  a  very  remarkable 
'  hiftory  of  the  daughter  of  a  Widow  Stiff 
of  Welton  near  Daventry,  in  Northamp-- 
tonJJji^e,  that  was  bewitched  in  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner,  p.  263,  of  the  edi¬ 
tion  above  quoted.  He  mentions  one 
Mr.  Robert  Clarke  (a  fmall  orthographi¬ 
cal  error  for  Clerke)  as  a  kind  of  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  this  bewitchery,  who,  he 
fays,  was  hat  (hit)  with  ftones  at  the 
houfe. 

The  town  of  Welton  I  know  better 
than  I  do  Bruton-Jireety  where  I  now 
live  3  and  Mr.  Robert  Ckrkey  here  meant, 
was  my  mother’s  father,  who  redded  at  a 

village. 
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village,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
miles.  The  truth  of  the  fad:  is  litterally 
thus. 

A  great  clamour  was  made  in  the 
country  about  this  girl,  who  was  faid, 
and  believed  to  be  bewitched.  My 
grandfather  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
come  at  the  bottom  of  the  impofture, 
and  accompliflied  it ;  upon  which,  as  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  he 
committed  the  girl,  and  all  the  family, 
to  the  houfe  of  corredion. 

By  what  I  have  faid  above,  I  may  pof- 
fibly  incur  the  difpleafure  of  thofe  old 
women,  whether  in  petticoats, or  breeches, 
that  retain  an  implicit  faitli  in  witchcraft. 
If  it  will  give  them  any  fatisfadion,  I 
will  fairly  confefs,  that  I  fincerely  wifh 
there  were  fuch  beings  as  witches ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  well,  if  the  devil  was 
more  employed  in  playing  ridiculous 
pranks,  and  had  lefs  leifure  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  mankind. 


But 
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But  alas  !  the  race  of  witches  are  al- 
mofi;  extind:  in  Rngland ,  and  in  Scot-' 
land,  I  am  told,  one  lingle  law  has  con¬ 
tributed  a  great  deal  to  the  extirpation  of 
Warlocks  and  Sorcereffes.  It  is,  that  in 
every  parifli,  where  one  of  thefe  is  dif- 
covered,  the  parfon,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
teach  his  flock  better,  has  a  heavy  fine 
levied  upon  him.  This  ordinance  is  not 
only  very  wife,  but  very  jufl.  Wife,  be- 
caufe  it  will  mofl:  certainly  anfwer  the 
end  intended;  and  juft,  becaufe  if  a  per- 
fon  receives  a  falary  to  oppofe  and  battle 
the  devil,  if  he  has  neither  courap-e,  abi- 
lity,  nor  fandity  fuflicient  to  repel  his  in- 
folence,  in  the  diftrid  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  care  and  infpedion,  he  merits  a  di¬ 
minution,  at  leaft,  of  that  reward,  to 
which  a  ftrider  attention  to  his  duty, 
and  more  fuccefs,  would  intitle  him. 

It  would  be  an  unpardonable  omiffion, 
was  I  in  this  place  to  negled  offering  up 
my  wiihes,  that  the  breed  of  Tdarantulas^ 

or 
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or  the  notion  of  them,  for  it  is  all  one, 
were  propagated  in  thefe  dominions,  to 
the  infinite  advantage  of  fiddlers  and  bag¬ 
pipers,  and  to  the  fupport  of  the  dignity 
of  phylic,  which  muft  always  rife  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  is  involved  in  myftery,  and 
is  lefs  underftood  by  the  vulgar,  who  can 
have  no  biiiinefs  to  fee,  hear,  believe, 
comprehend,  or  judge  of  any  one  thing 
they  either  feel  or  fuffer,  unlefs  it  is  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fyftem,  hypotheiis,  of 
theory  of  their  doftors. 

I  hope  this  digfeffion  will  be  the  more 
readily  excufed,  as  it  tends  to  banifh  a 
mofc  ridiculous  erfor  from  the  Purlieus 
of  phyfic ;  an  error  the  more  pernicious, 
as  it  has  been  employed  to  countenance  a 
theory,  the  moft  extravagant  and  abfurd 
of  any  ever  yet  invented,  and  produdlive 
of  the  moft  difmal  confequences  to  the 
human  fpecies  :  a  theory,  which,  if  not 
fealbnably  difcouraged,  will  put  an  end 
tcpthe  race  of  mankind,  if  not  alfo  to  the 
brute  creation,  without  a  deluge  or  a 

con- 
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conflagration  3  fince  not  only  apotheca¬ 
ries,  but  every  farrier,  cow-leech,  and 
afs  dodtor  in  Englandy  will  learnedly  dif- 
cant  upon  diforders  of  the  nerves,  and 

JL 

the  nervous  juices,  and  apply  medicines 
accordingly.  -And  if  any  phyfician  of  re-** 
putation,  who  thinks  differently  from  me, 
fhould  call  upon  me  to  give  my  reafons 
publicly  for  thefe.  infinuations,  I  lhall 
hold  myfelf  prepared  to  obey  his  com¬ 
mands,  upon  fufficient  notice. 

T  HAT  the  reader  may  not  have  the 
trouble  of  turning  over  this  whole  trea- 
tife,  upon  any  fudden  emergency,  for  the 
method  I  would  recommend  for  prevent¬ 
ing  and  curing  Canine  Madnefs^  I  lhall 
conclude  with  the  directions  I  gave  in 
the  public  papers,  this  fummer,  when 
the  town  was  unufually  alarmed  by  mad 
dogs. 


I 
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The  method  of  CURE. 

RUB  into  the  part  where  the  wound 
was  received,  a  dram  or  more  of  any  mer¬ 
curial  ointment,  as  foon  as  poffible  after 
the  bite.  That  made  by  rubbing  in  a 
mortar  two  parts  of  hog’s  lard  with  one 
of  crude  Qmckfilver  will  do ;  but  equal 
parts  of  hog’s  lard  and  crude  Qmckfilver 
will  be  better,  though  it  requires  more 
.trouble  to  unite  them ;  for  great  care 
Ihould  be  taken  to  incorporate  well  the 
Qmckfilver  with  the  lard.  This  fhould 
be  repeated  every  day  for  a  week  ;  but  if 
it  can  be  done  twice  a  day  without  faliva- 
tion,  it  is  the  better.  The  evening  of  the 
fame  day  let  the  patient  take  the  following 
medicine. 

TAKE  of  ^urpeth  Mineral,  from 
three  to  eight  grains,  according  to  the 
firength  of  the  patient,  and  the  degree  of 
infection  received,  fo  far  as  can  be  judged 
by  the  bite  5  Camphire,  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity. 
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tity.  Let  this  be  made  with  any  conferve, 
as  that  of  hips,  into  a  bolus,  or  ball. 
This  may  poffibly  vomit,  though  the 
Camphire  is  added  to  prevent  it.  The 
dofe  fliould  be  repeated  the  next  evening 
but  one  ;  and  again  after  forty-eight 
hours  interval.  This  cannot  be  done 
without  fome  hazard  of  a  falivation,  ef-' 
pecially'  in  fome  conftitutions.  It  muft, 
therefore,  be  watched,  and  upon  the  firft 
approach  of  any  forenefs  of  the  mouth,  or 
flavering,  the  farther  ufe  of  the  medicine 
fhould  be  deferred  till  that  ceafes,  and 
then  be  reaffumed. 

About  two  or  three  days  after  the 
laft  dofe,  if  no  accident  happen  as  to  fa¬ 
livation,  the  patient  (hould  bathe  in  cold 
water  over  head  every  day,  till  the  day 
before  the  next  full  or  new  moon.  And 
that  day  let  the  dofe  of  Tiirpeth  Mineral 
be  repeated  for  three  times,  as  before ; 
but  I  think  the  dofe  may  then  be  lefs,  as 
two  or  three  grains.  And  after  the  third 
dofe  let  the  patient  again  bathe  as  before ; 

ind 
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and  let  this  method  be  repeated  for  the 
three  or  four  fucceeding  periods  of  the 
moon. 

Tnis  is  the  prefervative  method  for  the 
human  ipecies ;  but  it  will  fucceed  equal¬ 
ly  with  brutes,  though  it  is  impoffible  to 
fpecify  the  exadl*  dofes  for  them,  as  fome 
are  large,  and  others  fmall,  and  confe- 
quently  require  larger  or  fmaller  dofes.  ’ 
In  general,  for  a  dog  of  a  moderate  fize,  fix 
or  feven  grains  of  the  T^urpeth  Mineral  are 
fufficient. 

But  when  any  fymptoms  of  the  di- 
ftemper  begin  to  appear,  fomebody  of  Ikill 
fhould  attend ;  for  then  the  cure  depends 
upon  faturating  the  body,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  with  Mercury,  without  raifing  a  fa- 
livation  precipitately,  or  fo  as  to  injure  the 
patient.  Therefore  more  Mercury  fhould 
be  rubbed  in,  and  more  frequent  dofes  of 
the  Turpeth  Mineral  fliould  be  exhibited, 
as  not  a  moment  muft  be  loft.  When  this 

method 
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method  is  purfued,  no  heating  medicines 
fliould  be  given  on  any  account.  Nervous 
medicines,  therefore,  which  in  general 
excite  heat,  are  to  be  carefully  avoided. 
As  yet  no  inftance  has  come  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  cure  performed  by  any  of  the 
preparations  of  Opium,  nor  by  Mufl^ 
without  Mercury. 

The  Tonquin  remedy,  mentioned  above, 
is  in  conliderable  reputation,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  believe,  not  without  deferving  it, 
in  fome  meafure.  The  ufe  of  it,  which  I 
would  recommend,  is  (after  the  preferva- 
tive  method  has  been  duly  purfued)  to  take 
twenty-five  grains  of  the  Native  Cinnabar, 
twenty-five  grains  of  Fadlitious  Cinnabar, 
and  fourteen  grains  of  the  befl;  Mufk,  in  a 
glafs  of  arrack,  the  night  before  feveral  of 
the  fucceeding  great  periods  of  the  moon. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

WHEN  thefe  fheets  were  very 
near  printed  off*,  it  had  not  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  M.  T’auvjj^  in  the 
Htjl  oire  de  1  Academie  Royal  des  Sciences, 
gives  a  hint,  that  Mercury  might  poffibly 
be  ufeful  in  the  cure  of  Canine  Madnefs, 
He  firff  gives  the  diffeftion  of  a  perfon 
who  died  of  this  diftemper  and,  from 
the  appearances,  deduces  a  very  indiffe¬ 
rent  theory.  But  he  fays  afterwards,  that 
this  patient  found  great  relief  after  vo¬ 
miting  plentifully  ,  and  that  probably 
emetics  would  facilitate  the  cure,  if  they 
could  be  retained  long  in  the  ftomach. 
He  adds,  Peut  etre  le  Mercure  en  grande 
qiiantite  forceroit  il  les  Objlacles  qiie  le  Re^ 
Jerrement  des  Veines  apporte  a  la  Circu¬ 
lation.  Perhaps  Mercury  in  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  might  break  through  the  obffacles 
which  the  [coiitradfion  of  the  veins  op- 
pofes  to  the  circulation. 

As  I  have  laid  claim  to  the  merit  of  this 
difcovery,  I  am  pleafed  that  I  faw  this  foon 
enough  to  anticipate  any  future  cavils. 


As 
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As  to  my  own  theory,  which  induced 
me  to  try  Mercury  in  this  diftemper, 
have  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of  it  ^  be- 
caufe,  like  moil;  others,  it  was  erroneous 
and  falfe.  For  I  apprehended,  that  the 
foam  difeharged  in  large  quantities  from 
the  mouths  of  animals  labouring  under 
Canine  Madnefs,  being  replete  with  very 
poifonous  and  aefive  falts,  nature  (or 
whatever  that  mav  be  called,  which  en- 
deavours  to  expel  what  is  offenfive  to  its 
own  oeconomy)  was  attempting  a  crifis  by 
the  falivary  glands ;  but  failed  of  that  fa- 
lutary  end,  becaufe  the  extremely  corro- 
live  poifon,  inflaming  the  Fauces^  Oefo- 
phaguSi  and  ftomach,  excited  a  gangrency 
before  it  could  be  accomplifhed.  It 
feemed,  therefore,  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  this  poifon  might  pafs  off  inoffen- 
fively,  provided  it  was  diluted  with  a 
greater  quantity  of  Salivay  which  copious 
dofes  of  Mercury  feldom  fail  to  throw 
upon  the  glands  of  the  Fauces,  But  when 
I  found  Mercury  cured  the  diftemper, 
either  with,  or  without  a  falivation,  the 
futility  of  my  Hypothefis  was  evident ; 
though,  I  confefs,  in  the  cure  of  an  afbual 
Hydrophobia,  I  had  rather  find  the  Mer¬ 
cury  falivate,  than  otherwife. 

S  2 
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I  FIND,  alfo,  I  have  omitted  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  Mr.  Darlue^  a  phyfician  of  Call- 
Ian  in  Prove?2ce,  in  the  years  1747  and 
1748,  either  prevented  or  cured  the  Ca¬ 
nine  Madnefs  in  many  patients,  one  of 
which  was  himfelf,  by  Turpeth  MineraL 
But  of  this  I  have  no  particulars,  all  that 
I  know,  being  from  the  French  editor's 
preface  to  Frere  du  ChoiJel\  papers. 

I  REMEMBER,  fomc  time  ago,  to  have 
read,  either  in  a  news*paper  or  a  Maga¬ 
zine,  fomething  very  arch  and  quaint, 
about  a  young  fellow  at  Edinburgh y  who 
died  of  an  Hydrophobia^  after  having  taken 
Calomely  for  the  cure  of  a  venereal  com¬ 
plaint,  by  way  of  objedlion  to  my  method 
of  cure. 

Dr.  Andrew  Plummer^  in  the  fixth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Medical  Effays^  relates  the 
cafe  of  a  rakilla  young  fellow,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears,  who  died  of  an  Hydrophobia^  at¬ 
tended  with  very  terrible  circumftances. 
The  dodlors  were  told,  by  a  companion 
of  this  young  man,  that  at  the  time  he 
received  the  bite,  he  had  been  taking  Ca¬ 
lomel  for  the  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea  •,  but  in 
a  rnanner  more  likely  to  do  him  injury, 
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than  fervice.  But  it  by  no  means  appears^ 
that  he  took  any  Calomel  after  the  receipt 
of  the  bite.  Be' that  as  it  may,  the  cafe 
abovementioned  in  fo  irregular  a  fubjeft, 
is  of  no  great  confequence  as  an  objeftion 
to  the  dodlrine  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fupport,  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  evidences.’ 

The  difficulty  of  giving  the  mad  dog 
a  dofe  of  "Turpeth  Miner aU  I  find,  has 
been  objefted  by  feme  as  an  infuperable 
obftacle  to  the  method  of  cure  I  recom¬ 
mend  y  but  there  is  nothing  more  eafy. 
Two  pair  of  couples,  or  one  collar  with 
two  pair  of  chains  to  it,  will  readily  fix  a  ' 
dog’s  head  in  fuch  a  pofition,  as  to  make 
it  impofiible  for  him  to  turn  and  bite  j 
then  compreffing  the  flcin  of  his  neck, 
with  one  handj  to  make  him  open  his 
mouth,  a  ball  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  thin 
hazle  ftick,  or  whale-bone,  is  thruft  down 
his  throat  v/ithout  any  difficulty. 


Si  NCE  the  preceding  fheets  were  print-  • 
ed,  feveral  of  my  friends,  who  have  pe- 
rufed  them,  feem  to  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  bathing  in  cold  water,  after  the  courfe 
of  Mercurials  I  have  enjoyned,  is  an  un- 
necefiary  feverity,  and  fuperfluous:  becaufe 
they  have  themfelves  prevented  the  I±y-- 

drophobia 
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drophobia  by  the  Mercury,  without  any 
bathing  at  all.  For  example,  a  young 
man  in  St.  James's,  market  was  bit  by  a 
mad  dog  in  St.  James's  Park,  about  five 
years  ago.  He  took  and  applied  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  as  diredled  ;  is  now  grown  a  man, 
and  has  never  had  the  lead  fymptom  of 
Canine  Madnefs  ;  and  this  without  ever 
bathing. 

All  I  can  fay  to  this  is,  that  I  have 
always  advifed  bathing,  both  for  men  and 
dogs,  by  way  of  prevention,  and  was 
unwilling  to  drop  any  part  of  the  me¬ 
thod  that  has  been  attended  with  fuch 
conftant  fuccefs.  '•  But'  as  Mercury  has 
always  cured  the  Canine  Madnefs,  after 
the  appearance  of  the  fymptoms,  without 
any  bathing,  this  makes  it  probable  it 
might,  alfo,  prevent  it,  without  the  ufe 
of  cold  water. 

I  FORGOT  to  take  notice  above,  that  I 
look  upon  the  'aftion  of  vomiting  to  be 
extremely  falutary,  when  the  fymptoms 
have  begun  to  iiianifeir  themfelves,  as  it 
difeharges  from  the  ftomach  the  acrid 
and  poifonous  bile.  Camphire,  therefore, 
in  this  cafe,  (liouid  not  be  added  to  the 
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"Turpeth  Mineral ;  at  leaft,  till  the  ftomach 
has  difcharged  itfelf  fufficientiy. 

I  HAVE  frequently  above  taken  notice 
of  a  fpecies  of  inftind:  in  dogs,  which  di- 
redls  them  to  avoid  all  intercourfe  with 
one  of  the  fame  fpecies,  that  is  mad.  Of 
this  the  following  inftance  amounts  to  a 
full  proof. 

A  nobleman,  who  does  every  thing 
with  an  adroitnefs,  that  generally  refults 
from  a  good  underftanding,  was  one  day 
laft  fummer  informed,  that  a  ftrange  mad 
dog  in  his  park  had  bit  fome  of  his  dogs, 
and  that  his  keepers  were  endeavouring  to 
fhoot  him.  This  he  forbid,  and  direfted 
that  they  Ihould  catch  him  in  a  net. 
This  was  put  in  execution ;  the  dog  was 
confined,  fo  as  to  render  it  impoffible  for 
him  to  do  any  mifchief,  till  he  died  ex  ¬ 
tremely  raving. 

Mean  time,  he  ordered  a  cur  dog  to 
be  procured  at  the  neighbouring  village, 
who  was  confined  three  days  without 
food,  having  only  water  allowed  him. 
Then  a  piece  of  roafted  veal  was  rubbed  on 
the  mouth  of  the  dead  mad  dog,  and  offer’d 
to  the  half-famiflied  cur.  This  he  would 

not 
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not  touch,  but  avoided  it  with  ligns  of 
the  utmofl:  confteriiation.  Another  bit 
of  the  fame  veal,  which  had  not  been 
near  the  mad  dog,  was  immediately  after 
offered  him,  and  he  eat  it  very  greedily. 

About  fixteen  years  ago,  I  gave  a  gen¬ 
tleman  the  pamphlet  I  had  fome  few 
years  before  publifhed,  upon  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog.  He  had  very  foon  after  an  oc- 
cafion  of  putting  in  pradlice  the  method 
I  there  recommended,  and  related  to  mo 
the  particulars  of  the  cafe.  This  I  did 
not  recolledl  foon  enough  to  infert  in  its 
proper  place  3  but  meeting  him  two  days 
ago,  he  put  me  in  mind  of  it,  and  I  judged 
it  proper  to  infert  it  here,  particularly  as 
wounds  In  the  face  and  head,  are  efteem- 
ed  the  moft  dangerous. 

A  man  at  Leatherhead,  I  think  a  black- 
fmith,  had  a  piece  torn  out  of  his  cheek 
by  a  dog  indifputably  mad.  The  wound 
had  a  very  bad  appearance,  and  a  large  tu¬ 
mor  arofe.  He  took  Turpeth  Mineral. 
The  wound  foon  difcharged  a  black  mat-. 
ter,  in  large  quantities  :  the  tumor  fub- 
fided  3  the  wound  healed,  and  he  has 
continued  v/ell  ever  fmce. 


